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The  Bride,  Elizabeth  Margaret  Carter 


Anyone  who  has  ever  tried  to  visualize  what  went  on 
a  century  or  more  ago  right  in  the  place  where  they  are 
now  living,  knows  how  hard  it  is  to  find  any  of  the  details 
of  the  everyday  life  of  the  peo^ile — what  was  an  evening 
entertainment  like,  what  the  procedure  at  a  wedding, 
what  preparations  were  made  for  festivities  and  how  did 
the  bride  and  groom  act.  For  just  this  reason,  it  seems 
worth  while  to  print  this  rather  detailed  account  of  w’hat 
happened  from  the  time  when  the  bride  and  her  family 
began  to  prepare  for  this  great  event  till  the  couple  were 
actually  married  and  settled  in  their  home.  The  modern 
bride  would  doubtless  consider  it  a  bit  boresome  to  be 
escorted  to  her  future  home  by  such  a  numerous  company. 
The  ladies  of  today  will  be  interested  in  the  dress-making 
and  the  elaborate  making  of  the  cake  and  the  food  for  the 
guests. 

Elizabeth  Margaret  Carter,  the  bride,  was  the  eldest 
daughter^  of  Joshua  Carter  and  Elizabeth  Duncan  who 
lived  in  the  big  square  brick  house  which  he  built  about 
1795  Avhich  stood  next  to  the  Wolfe  Tavern.  Joshua 
Carter  was  a  prosperous  merchant  of  Xewburyport  with 
several  ships  in  the  overseas  trade.  Two  of  his  vessels 
the  American  Eagle  and  the  Hannah  and  Elizabeth  were 
ships  of  nearly  three  hundred  tons*  which  was  large  for 

1  See  Carter  Genealogy,  Essex  Institute  Hist.  Coll.,  LXV, 
449-506. 

2  Newburj-port  Ship  Registers. 
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those  days.  Mr.  Carter’s  losses  were  very  heavy  during 
the  French  depredations  on  our  vessels.  There  is  a  pleas¬ 
ant  story  about  a  Capt.  Carter,  who  was  probably  his 
brother  Thomas,  being  captured  by  a  French  privateer® 
and  then  retaking  his  vessel,  but  the  vessel  does  not  seem 
to  have  belonged  to  Joshua.  The  French  spoliations  are 
said  to  have  caused  his  business  failure  but  he  continued 
to  own  ships  as  late  as  1822.^  His  son  was  lost  when 
supercargo  of  a  ship  in  1817.® 

Elizabeth  Duncan,  his  wife,  was  the  daughter  of  James 
Duncan,  Sr.,  a  merchant  in  Haverhill  and  had  married 
first  a  brilliant  young  lawyer,  John  Thaxter,®  who  had 
been  John  Adams’  secretary  during  the  peace  negotia¬ 
tions  in  Europe  which  ended  our  Eevolutiouary  War. 
John  Thaxter  by  whom  she  had  two  children  died  four 
years  after  their  marriage.  On  August  4,  1794  she  mar¬ 
ried  Joshua  Carter  by  whom  she  had  seven  children,  the 
bride  described  herein  was  the  third.  Mrs.  Carter  lived 
to  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-seven  and  finally  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  the  bride  of  our  story,  in  Boston, 
October  6,  1864. 

The  account  of  the  wedding  is  in  the  shape  of  a  journal 
kept  by  ^Irs.  Anna  Quincy  Thaxter  Parsons,  wife  of 
Xehemiah  Parsons,  older  half-sister  of  the  bride,  to  be 
sent  to  her  half-brother  George  Duncan  Carter  then  on  a 
voyage.  The  writer  had  considerable  sprightliness  of 
style  and  the  story  is  an  interesting  one.  It  begins  with 
the  bride  and  her  fiance  travelling  up  to  Boston  to  do 
necessary  shopping  and  dressmaking  and  to  attend  to  the 
furnishing  of  their  new  home  on  Pitt  Street.  Pitt  Street 
is  a  short  street  parallel  with  Chardon  Street  running 
from  Green  Street  to  ^Merrimack  Street.  It  was  no  doubt 
a  pleasant  locality  then  when  Bowdoin  Square  was  a 
fashionable  center  of  the  city.  She  stayed  with  Aunt 
Baldwin  who  was  her  mother’s  sister,  Margaret  Duncan  the 
second  wife  of  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin,  the  distinguished 
pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  Boston. 

3  .Joshua  Coffin  :  History  of  Newbury,  270. 

4  Xewburyport  Ship  Itegisters. 

5  Carter  Genealogy,  op  cit. 

6  See  Journal  of  Eliza  Cranch ;  Essex  Inst.  Hist.  Coll. 
LXXX,  829. 
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After  two  weeks  the  couple  went  back  to  Xewburvport 
and  active  preparation  for  the  wedding  began  but  with 
this  outline  let  the  story  teller  proceed  with  her  tale. 

The  Journae 

Boston, 

May  6,  1821 

In  compliance  with  our  beloved  Mother  &  Sister’s  re¬ 
quest,  and  in  conformity  with  my  own  wishes,  dear 
Brother,  I  give  you  a  journal  of  events  from  the  time 
Elizabeth  came  to  Boston,  as  a  visitor,  until  she  again  re¬ 
turned  to  become  a  resident. 

Journal  of  Events  from  March  31  to  April  29,  1821. 

Saturday,  March  31st.  A  week  from  the  day  on  which 
you  sailed  was  uncommonly  pleasant.  !Mr.  Reynolds'  & 
Elizabeth®  improved  it  for  their  journey  hither  from  Xew- 
buryport  k  safely  arrived  at  5  P.  M.,  where,  as  usual,  a 
most  cordial  reception  awaited  them.  I  thought  Elizabeth 
looked  better  than  I  feared  was  possible  after  Pa’s  &  your 
sad  description. 

Sunday,  April  1st.  The  reverse  of  yesterday,  cold  & 
cloudy.  Elizabeth  passed  the  day  at  home;  and  must,  I 
presume,  have  been  much  edified  in  the  afternoon,  as  Mr. 
Reynolds  with  his  unceasing  assiduity  would  not  allow 
her  to  read,  therefore  took  upon  himself  the  task,  &  com¬ 
menced  one  of  Saurin’s  forcibly  written  sermons ;  the  effect 
was  totally  lost,  however,  for  at  the  conclusion  of  one  of 
the  finest  passages,  the  Reader,  on  looking  up,  beheld  his 
auditor  sound  asleep! 

Monday,  April  2nd.  A  continuation  of  Clouds  &  cold 
winds.  E.M.  k  Mr.  Reynolds  rode  over  to  Pitts  St. ;  it 
was  the  first  survey  of  her  house  k  she  returned  well  sat¬ 
isfied  with  its  pleasantness  and  conveniences.  Fanny  Rey¬ 
nolds®  k  I  took  tea  at  Aunt  Baldwin’s,  where  Elizabeth, 
for  the  present,  has  established  herself. 

7  William  Belcher  Ileynolcls  (1797-1866)  of  Boston,  the 
bricleprroom. 

8  Elizabeth  Margaret  Carter  (1799-1866)  the  bride. 

9  Frances  Mackay  Keynolds,  (1795-  )  sister  of  the 

bridegroom. 
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Tuesday,  April  3rd.  The  sun  shines  bright,  but  the 
east  wind  seems  to  predominate  in  its  influence.  Aunt 
Baldwin,  Elizabeth  Margaret,  Fanny  Reynolds  and  I  went 
to  the  house  to  commence  arrangements.  Mr.  Reynolds 
and  Mr.  Andrews^®  kindly  assisted.  Before  noon,  I  assure 
you,  the  china  closet  Avas  in  ample  order,  AA'ithout  any 
great  demolition  of  glass  or  china.  For  the  sake  of  vari¬ 
ety,  a  trifling  dispute  arose  betAV’een  taste  and  convenience ; 
the  latter  being  arrayed  in  Japan,  did  not  so  aa’cII  accord 
Avith  the  formers  cerulean  hue.  In  the  end,  the  jury  de¬ 
cided  on  a  distinct  establishment;  that  being  the  only  de¬ 
cision  satisfactory  to  the  Parties.  The  afternoon  Avas  de¬ 
voted  to  a  selection  of  carpets ;  in  which,  not  being  success¬ 
ful,  rather  than  not  accomplish  something.  Elizabeth 
secured  a  most  Auolent  cold,  to  ensure  head-ache  next  day. 

Wednesday,  April  Jfth.  Pleasant  morning.  Engaged 
with  a  mantua  maker  &  a  very  bad  pain  in  the  head,  E.M. 
had  suflieient  Avith  AA’hieh  to  contend  for  the  day.  Aunt  & 
I  shopped  for  her  in  the  morning,  &  you  Avould  have  been 
highly  amused  at  the  manner  of  Aunt’s  purchases. She 
obtained  the  goods  at  her  own  price,  despite  the  shop¬ 
keeper’s  assurances  they  AA’ere  AA’orth  double  the  value. 
She  persisted,  much  to  my  diversion,  I  remaining  a  silent 
witness  of  the  bargains  made,  not  venturing  to  open  my 
lips.  Fanny  &  Mr.  Andrews  passed  the  eve  with  her. 

Thursday,  April  5th,  Fast  Day.  Charming  weather  for 
Fast  Day.  A  fine  clear  air,  to  produce  a  good  appetite 
against  sunset,  dinner,  you  know,  being  prohibited.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  &  Mr.  Reynolds  rode  out.  her  head  a  little  better; 
they  returned,  took  tea  with  me,  as  did  Fanny  and  Mr. 
AndrcAvs.  Had  a  most  miserably  stupid  time,  as  every 
one  does  Avdio  visits  me.  I  have  only  the  wish,  without 
the  ]x>Aver  of  rendering  myself  agreeable,  even  to  my 
friends ;  &  to  strangers  it  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 
I  distrust  myself  so  much  that  I  dare  not  advance  the 
ideas  I  do  possess;  habits  of  taciturnity  have  so  increased 
upon  me  of  late,  that  exertion  has  become  painful.  At 

10  AA’illi.ain  T.  Andrews,  lawyer,  one  of  the  groomsmen,  mar¬ 
ried  Fanny  Keynolds. 

11  Evidently  the  Duncan  trading  instinct  coming  out. 


ANN  Q.  THAXTER 


Wife  of  Nehemiah  Parsons 
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nine,  Elizabeth  left  me,  to  go  home,  tS:  apply  a  blister  be¬ 
hind  each  ear,  according  to  Dr.  Reynolds’^"  orders,  and 
take  a  cold  shower  bath. 

Friday,  April  Otli.  Lovely  day.  A  mantua  maker 
again,  preparing  dresses,  etc.  Fanny,  the  Miss  Lambs 

I  passed  the  afternoon  with  E.  to  assist  in  sewing;  we 
worked  so  abominably  fast,  that  at  tea-time,  we  made  sad 
havock  among  the  flap-jacks,  gingerbread,  k  plumb-cakes, 

I  assure  you,  for  which,  I  suppose,  had  you  been  there, 
you  would  not  have  cared,  never  eating  sweet  things  your¬ 
self,  for  fear  of  spoiling  your  teeth.  While  the  good 
Doctor  (the  Rev.  Thomas  Baldwin)  was  gone  to  preach 
his  evening  lecture,  we  were  making  merry  at  home;  not 
even  excusing  Aunt,  who,  with  her  little  laughing  black 
eyes,  Avould  occasionally  pop  in  with  a  funny  joke,  &  add 
her  share  to  the  general  hilarity  of  the  evening. 

Saturday,  April  7th.  The  weather  most  delightful. 
Many  visitors ;  k  much  business  transacted  withal ;  be¬ 
sides  a  mantua-maker.  Decided  on  carpets.  Straw  for 
two  chambers,  green  k  white  kidderminster  for  another, 
Venetian  like  ^Ir.  Cruft’s  for  the  parlours,  k  stairs  to 
match.  The  effect  is  very  good,  of  the  Venetian  carpets, 
and  shows  taste  in  the  selectors,  whom  I  believe  were  the 
present  owners. 

Sunday,  April  8th.  It  has  required  a  good  Christmas 
fire  to  keep  one  warm  today,  so  cold,  so  cloudy,  so  oppo¬ 
site  to  yesterday.  Of  course,  Elizabeth  ^Margaret  has  been 
housed,  k  had  time  for  reflection  on  things  past,  present 
and  to  come ;  she  has  doubtless  improved  it,  being  one  of 
those  who  wish  never  to  lose  a  moment. 

Monday,  April  9th.  Still  ungenial  weather,  though 
necessity  has  prompted  E.!M.  to  visit  her  house.  Miss  Ray 
is  making  woolen  carpets  k  Mr.  Andrews,  with  all  the 
kindness  of  a  Brother,  has  relinguished  the  profession  of 
the  law,  for  today,  and  condescended  to  become  an  up¬ 
holsterer;  assisting  in  nailing  down  carpets,  putting  up 
bedsteads,  k  various  other  matters.  He  has  been  so  atten- 

12  Dr.  Edward  Reynolds  brother  of  tVilliam,  founder  of  the 
Boston  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 
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tive,  &  SO  reality  useful  that  we  feel  very  grateful  to  him 
indeed;  and  as  for  myself  I  have  become  quite  attached 
to  him. 

Tuesday,  April  10th.  Revivifying  weather  after  the 
cold;  mantua-maker,  2  Miss  Lambs, &  Fanny,  all  day 
assisting  Elizabeth’s  wardrobe,  in  the  completion.  My 
dear  little  Caroline  quite  ill,  that  I  was  unable  to  be  with 
them,  maternal  duties  bearing  the  first  claim. 

Wednesday  &  Thursday,  11th  (f-  12th.  Both  days,  the 
skies  deformed  by  clouds  and  tempests.  Snow  &  rain, 
winds  &:  hail  have  alternately  succeeded  each  other,  so 
that  the  earth  is  completely  saturated.  However,  consider¬ 
able  progress  has  been  made  in  the  household  affairs,  the 
weather  not  particularly  interfering  with  those,  &  haste 
being  quite  requisite. 

Friday,  April  13th.  A  cessation  of  wet  weather,  though 
sun  &  clouds  are  still  contending.  I  called  to  see  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Margaret  this  morning.  It  being  the  last  of  her 
stay  in  Boston  she  is  exceedingly  busy.  Such  an  endless 
variety  of  things  to  occupy  her  mind,  that  I  fear  she  will 
suffer  from  it.  She  goes  on  with  wonderful  rapidity  and 
effect,  but  she  has  a  most  admirable  assistant  in  her  best 
friend.  I  never  saw  anyone  more  attentive  &  thoughtful 
than  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  so  tender  &  affectionate  he  is  to 
her,  that  I  shall  always  love  him  for  his  kindness.  He 
possesses  an  excellent  heart,  and  a  disposition  ever  ready 
&  happy  to  oblige;  with  sufficient  sensibility  to  render 
him  a  very  interesting  friend.  I  rejoice  that  Elizabeth 
has  so  fair  a  prospect  of  happiness,  and  sincerely  trust 
that  her  visions  of  felicity  may  prove  realities.  Surely 
no  state  can  admit  of  a  greater  or  purer ’degree  of  hap¬ 
piness,  than  that  on  which  she  is  about  to  enter :  and  there 
is  none,  where  a  dissimilarity  of  sentiment  &  feeling  exist, 
that  is  admissible  of  greater  misery.  She  has  reposed  her 
affections  where,  no  doubt,  they  will  be  cherished  with 
tenderness  &  care,  not  thrown  back  to  wither  k  die  in  the 
cold  waste  of  apathy  k  neglect.  Oh  what  is  there  so  fatal 

13  Daughters  of  Thomas  Lamb  of  Boston,  descended  from 
John  Duncan  of  Londonderry,  N.  H.,  second  cousins  of  the  bride. 
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to  conjugal  happiness  as  indifference;  to  meet  from  that 
eye  which  should  beam  with  animation  and  pleasure  at  our 
approach,  nothing  but  contempt  &  scorn ;  it  is  the  shaft 
which  gives  the  heart  its  death  blow  and  rends  asunder 
those  cords  which  should  forever  unite  us.  That  the  fair 
morning  now  opening  upon  our  dear  Sister  may  never  be 
overcast,  &  that  her  sun  may  set  in  a  serene  sky  at  its  de¬ 
cline  is  the  prayer  of  her  devotedly  attached  Anna. 

Saturday,  April  lJf.th.  Clear,  healthy  though  cool  air 
for  Spring.  Yesterday  was  a  very  busy  day  for  us  all ; 
each  having  numerous  preparations  to  make  for  the 
approaching  event.  We  accomplished  our  undertakings 
which  allows  us  to  proceed  this  morning  on  our  journey 
to  Xewburyport.  My  dear  little  Caroline,  though  still 
feeble,  is  much  better  than  I  anticipated,  from  the  seri¬ 
ousness  of  her  attack.  I  left  her  in  good  hands  k  at  eleven 
o’clock,  with  Sister,  Fanny  Reynolds,  &  Fanny  Lamb,^^ 
I  set  out  for  Xewburyport,  in  a  small  carriage.  We  almost 
flew,  twice  changing  horses,  on  the  road,  notwithstanding 
our  taking  the  longest  route,  we  reached  X.Port  at  V2 
past  four  O’clock,  where  Caroline  &  Margaret^®  greeted 
us  with  a  welcome.  Dear  Mother  we  did  not  see  till  near 
six,  she,  judging  we  should  not  arrive  till  late,  had  gone 
to  make  some  friendly  calls  on  Aunt  Xabby  &  Miss  Xanny 
k  some  other  Goody’s.  We  found  all  well,  k  could  our 
dear  George  have  added  his  salutation  to  the  rest,  it  would 
have  made  us  quite  happy.  We  made  a  voracious  supper, 
Elizabeth  &  F.  Lamb  particularly;  they  feeling  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  eat  plentifully,  having  fasted  all  day. 

Sunday  April  15th.  Arose  in  clouds.  We  all  staid 
at  home,  except  those  who  went  to  meeting,  among  which 
latter  number  was  not  E.M.  or  I.  We  paid  the  store- 
closet  a  visit  in  the  morning,  though  at  dinner  we  did 
justice  to  a  nice  sirloin  k  pudding.  In  the  afternoon  we 
reviewed  some  letters  &  had  much  agreeable  conversation, 
without  any  scandal,  that  disgrace  to  the  female  tongue. 

14  Frances,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lamb  and  Rosanna  Duncan 
Lamb  (1793-1846). 

13  Caroline  Carter  (1804-1833)  and  Margaret  Duncan  Carter 
(1809-1882)  younger  sisters  of  the  bride. 
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Monday,  April  IGfh.  Pleasant  weatlier.  We  all  the 
morninjr  seated  onrselves  at  work,  finishin<r  off  remains 
of  mantna-makiiifr.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  tea-party, 
or  rather  an  antiquarian  party;  it  was  in  the  real  old 
style.  They  came  at  3  O’clock,  seated  themselves  all  in 
a  row;  &  with  one  accord,  military  like,  down  went  the 
right  hand,  up  popped  bags  of  enormous  size,  3rd  motion 
opened  their  mouths,  k  4th  drew  out  knitting  needles  & 
yarn  that  might  serve  for  cables  to  any  74  in  the  Xavy. 
All  fell  to  work,  &  more  stocking  yarn  Avas  consumed  that 
afternoon  than  I  have  seen  used  for  some  forty  years  past. 
At  six  O'clock  the  tea-table  Avas  ushered  in,  AA'hich  Avas  the 
signal  for  the  cessation  of  their  labours.  With  unani¬ 
mous  consent  k  unanimous  motion  disappeared  these 
pouches  of  stockings  Avhich  I  presume  are  laid  by  till  the 
next  meeting,  k  should  I  judge  by  the  size,  meeting  after 
meeting  must  ensue,  ere  the  completion  of  such  Herculean 
labours.  The  tea  was  handed,  each  took  a  cup,  took  a  sip, 
then  the  tray  of  cake  k  toast,  each  took  a  bit  &  took  a  bite, 
alternately,  till  each  had  disappeared;  then  as  the  tray 
Avas  successiA’ely  handed,  commencing  with  the  poorest, 
they  took  till  they  had  tasted  each  kind  of  cake,  k  after 
that,  all  stopped,  folded  up  their  starched  pocket  hdkfs, 
Avhich  had  previously  been  widely  spread  k  put  them  by. 
The  clock  stimck  seven,  they  rose  from  their  seats,  dropped 
a  curtesy,  said  good-night  Avent  home  to  go  to  bed  by 
twilight  to  save  candles.  Should  you  feel  desirous  of  ascer¬ 
taining  the  names  of  this  set  of  antiques,  I  have  a  list 
reserved  for  your  inspection,  when  you  return.  I  will 
just  mention  one  little  Squire,  a  famous  argufyer,  Avho 
argalled  (instead  of  arguied)  all  the  afternoon,  upon  what 
subject  I  could  not  decide.  I  doubt  if  anyone  else  could. 
He  did  make  himself  so  far  intelligible  as  to  ask  if  I  Avas 
the  remains  of  one  Anna  Thaxter  that  used  to  go  to  Old 
Toavu  meetings,  for  he  declared  he  could  not  belicA'e  it; 
I  used  to  he  a  tolerable  likely  gal,  but  uoav,  did  not  look 
fit  for  anything.  That  Avas  argufying  to  the  purpose  I 
think.  Well,  AA’e  Avill  let  them  rest,  they  AA'ere  educated 
in  the  days  of  yore  &  their  minds  became  so  contracted 
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in  voiith,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  expand  in 
later  years. 

Tuesday,  April  17th,  What  a  snow  storm!  We  con¬ 
cluded  we  must  have  dreamed  away  the  summer  &  that 
it  is  the  17th  of  December  instead  of  the  17th  of  April. 
You  will  hardly  credit  me,  when  I  assure  you  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  snow  is  so  drifted  and  so  deep,  that  it  is  even  with 
the  top  of  the  fence  all  the  distance  up  the  yard.  Pa  says 
he  never  recollects  such  a  sight  in  his  life;  it  is  more 
violent  than  any  storm  we  have  had  this  winter.  We  are 
all  quite  merry  indoors.  Miss  Colby  is  here  at  work  for 
Caroline,  who  is  fixing  for  the  !^[etropolis.  We  all  want 
you  much  and  think  we  should  like  the  contrast  of  some 
West  India  story,  to  this  inclement  weather. 

Wednesday,  April  18.  What  an  aspect  for  spring!  The 
sleighs  are  running  in  every  direction ;  &  boys  are  pelting 
each  other  with  snowballs  as  if  it  were  the  first  flight  in 
Autumn  or  Winter.  We  have  scalded,  washed  and  picked 
currants  all  day,  that  people  might  not  break  out  their 
teeth  eating  wedding  cake,  &  at  last  drew  the  conclusion 
that  we  would  petition  the  people  of  Zante  to  send  more 
currants  and  fewer  stones,  for  in  time  we  feared  all  their 
island  might  be  transported  here  in  casks  of  currants.  We 
finished,  congratulating  each  other  that  we  had  got 
through,  and  for  our  second  supper,  to  cheer  our  fatigued 
spirits,  took  “brandy  &  water  hot,  to  “wash  down”  a  plate 
of  cake.  We  then  Avent  up  stairs  and  as  all  four  of  us 
occupied  one  chamber  you  may  be  sure  there  Avas  a  con¬ 
fusion  of  tongues. 

Thursday,  April  19th.  A  capital  day.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Margaret,  Avith  her  faithful  Squire,  Jemmy,  set  out  to 
make  calls  &  accomplished  15,  Avhile  Ave  at  home  Avere 
busy,  beating  eggs,  pounding  spice,  Aveighing  sugar  and 
butter  k  engaged  in  all  the  etceteras  of  baking.  Polly^® 
came  OA’er  and  assisted;  &  150  AA-eight  of  cake  Avas  neA-er 
better  made,  better  baked,  or  better  tasted  than  Avas  the 
cake  this  day  made.  Midnight  beheld  ^lother  k  Frances 

16  Probablj-  Mary  Carter,  cousin  of  the  bride,  married 
George  Wheelwright. 
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Lamb  frosting  cake,  &  raking  up  the  fire,  the  rest  of  us 
having  previously  retired.  They  held  out  to  some  purpose 
you  will  say,  when  you  see  what  a  handsome  dress  cake 
they  have  reserved  for  you  in  all  the  dignity  of  sugar 
almonds  &  Caraway  Comforts. 

Friday,  April  20th.  The  continuation  of  a  cloudless 
sky  induced  E.M.  to  continue  her  farewell  calls  &  among 
them  were  some  so  exceedingly  pathetic  that,  beware,  even 
the  description  should  be  melting.  Mrs.  Cross^^  received 
her  with  her  usual  dignity  &  ivarmth;  bewailed  in  the 
most  lamentable  manner  her  departure  from  town  &  was 
quite  sure  the  flower  of  Xewburyport  with  her  would  de¬ 
part  indeed'  wondered  how  they  should  get  along  in  their 
desolate  state,  &  burst  into  such  a  flood  of  tears,  that 
Elizabeth,  fearing  she  should  be  overwhelmed,  gladly 
made  her  escape;  but  in  so  doing  she  avoided  Scylla,  to 
enter  Charybdis;  for  at  her  next  stop,  there  were  many 
parting  embraces,  k  she  apprehended  nothing  short  of 
suffocation.  She  did  live  to  return  home  at  one  O’clock, 
&  withal  so  hungry  that  out  of  the  variety  of  a  dozen  kinds 
of  cake,  not  one  did  she  leave  untasted.  Your  cocoanuts  I 
assure  you  became  a  weighty  ingredient  among  the  in¬ 
corporated  bodies,  much  to  our  satisfaction;  k  as  to  the 
limes,  they  flavored  the  apple  tarts  so  exquisitely,  that  not 
a  vestige  of  them  remained  after  the  wedding  supper.  To¬ 
day’s  sun  has  set  upon  50  weight  more  cake;  the  varieties 
of  which  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  designate;  apple  tarts. 
Lemon  pudding,  &  flummery  of  all  sorts  brought  up  the 
rear.  So  imagine  us  at  past  nine  seated  round  the 
parlour  fire,  eating,  drinking,  k  curling  up  our  hair.  Pa 
k  Ma  having  retired.  Mrs.  Frothingham  has  been  in  and 
passed  an  hour  with  us ;  she  also  has  gone  k  left  us  to  our 
cogitations  which  are  rather  somniferous. 

Saturday,  April  21.  Fine  day.  The  gadding  spirit 
still  prevailing,  E.M.  k  Caroline  went  out  neighboring. 
The  Parson  himself  was  so  cordial  in  his  salutation,  that 
he  e’en  like  to  have  converted  Elizabeth  into  jelly, 

IT  The  Crosses  -were  a  conspicuous  family  of  ship  builders 
in  Xe%vburyport  and  also  held  military  and  civic  offices.  Stephen 
Cross  was  Collector  of  the  Port. 
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for  he  shook  k  shook,  not  contented  with  that,  he  shook 
again,  k  for  aught  I  know,  her  frame  still  trembles  at  the 
ujiiversal  tremor  then  excited.  The  Ladies  starched  k 
slaiijied  k  ironed  muslins.  I  trotted  round.  Ma  ordered 
the  house  nicely  cleaned,  k  in  the  midst  of  our  bustle  who 
should  call  but  Miss  M.  Gilman  she  feared  intruding, 
but  was  so  very  anxious  to  see  us,  she  could  not  resist  com¬ 
ing.  The  fun  of  it  was,  Margaret  went  in  k  told  her  she 
must  excuse  us,  k  apologized  that  none  of  us  could  see 
her,  when  in  the  midst,  F.  Lamb,  not  knowing  what  Peggy 
had  said,  marched  in  k  received  her.  We  had  quite  a 
frolic  about  it.  After  dinner,  we  walked  down  to  the 
shops,  bought  some  small  articles,  returned,  when  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Margaret  k  I  rode  up  to  Aunt  Becky’s^*^  &  Mrs. 
Cousan’s.  We  went  over  Aunt  Becky’s  new  house,  were 
quite  charmed  with  its  internal  arrangements.  At  Mrs. 
Cousan’s,  saw  only  hermieek  sister  Sally  giving  the  chil¬ 
dren  their  suppers ;  the  Lady  having  gone  to  visit  Susan 
Marquand-®  who  of  late  has  been  dangerously  ill.  Heard 
Mr.  Cousan  had  established  himself  in  Boston,  k  that 
with  his  family  he  intended  fixing  his  residence  there  very 
shortly.  After  our  safe  return,  we  established  ourselves 
in  the  parlour  there  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  stagecoach 
presuming  it  would  contain  the  interesting  object,  that 
has  occasioned  all  this  active  preparation.  We  waited  not 
in  vain,  for  with  the  coach,  came  the  Brides-groom,  to 
Elizabeth,  I  suppose,  the  most  important  event  of  the 
week. 

Sunday,  April  22nd.  A  little  chilly.  All  devout 
attendants  on  Mr.  Withington  but  Caroline  k  myself. 
We  staid  at  home  to  chat  matters  over.  In  the  evening 
we  all  made  Aunt  Xabby  a  call,  where  Elizabeth  shone 
pre-eminently  agreeable.  Found  Aunt  dull  k  anxious,  as 
on  the  succeeding  Wednesday  she  was  to  move  a  consider¬ 
able  distance,  down  by  her  Brother  Becks.  We  made  only 

18  The  Gilmans  were  printers  with  offices  on  Middle  St. 
They  were  also  Baptists  which  was  Mrs.  Carter’s  denomination. 

19  Probably  a  courtesy  title  as  neither  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Carter 
had  a  sister  “Becky.” 

20  The  Marquands  were  prominent  privateer  owners  in  the 
Kevolution. 
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a  short  visit ;  then  came  homo,  &  as  we  thought  formed 
quite  an  agreeable  circle  around  the  firey  we  must  have 
been  sadly  blinded  for  at  nine  O’clock,  ^Ir,  Reynolds, 
contrai’v  to  his  usual  civility,  turns  to  F.  Lamb  myself 
k  says.  Ladies  you  look  most  abominably  sleepy,  you  had 
better  go  to  bed.  We  were  so  much  shocked  by  his  rude¬ 
ness,  that  like  a  glance  of  lightning  we  all  disappeared — 
except  Elizabeth,  who  remained  doubtless  to  read  him  a 
lecture  upon  good  manners. 

Monday,  April  23rd.  Saw  us  up  betimes.  A  most 
lovely  day,  lots  of  business  to  do.  The  first  grand  opera¬ 
tion  after  breakfast,  was  cutting  the  wedding  cake!  of 
which  there  were  14  loaves.  !Ma,  with  the  generosity  na- 
ti;ral  to  her,  commenced  with  most  noble  slices,  which  F. 
Reynolds  observing,  she  broke  out  into  such  an  epithalami- 
um,  “oh,  that  will  never  do,  we  shall  not  have  any  to 
carry  to  Pitts  Street”  k  so  it  was  all  the  day,  she  was 
so  fearful  that  the  Pitts  Street  establishment  should  not 
be  well  furnished  with  lots  of  cake,  that  we  could  hardly 
pile  our  dishes,  or  scrape  a  grain  to  taste  of  when  she 
was  by.  Oh,  could  you  have  been  with  us  this  morning, 
you  would  have  had  lots  of  fun,  k  lots  of  good  things.  We 
did  succeed,  by  coaxing  Fanny,  to  at  last  fill  our  waiters 
with  lots  of  cake,  fancifully  decorated  with  lots  of  flowers. 
Then  came  on  the  tapis  an  article  of  great  imix)rt.  Al¬ 
though  it  was  entitled  a  Tt'ifle,  yet  were  you  aware  of 
the  lots  of  good  things  it  contained,  you  would  consider 
it  a  valuable  one.  One  of  its  component  parts  was  Pie, 
pie,  a  most  delicious  substitute  for  citron.  Guaver,  & 
calves  foot  jelly.  Limes,  cocoanut  mackaroons,  currants, 
12  kinds  of  cake,  cream,  wine,  sugar,  comfits  composed 
some  of  its  most  solid  ingredients,  with  the  addition  of 
whatever  Fanny  could  lay  hands  on,  whether  it  should 
be  black  pepper  or  old  cheese;  for  she  stood  k  threw  in 
such  a  com]X)und,  that  we  trembled  for  our  own  fates  at 
last,  dreading  what  such  a  whimsical  fancy  might  dictate ; 
k  that  our  history’s  might  be  enveloped  in  lots  of  sAveets. 
However,  for  the  sake  of  covering  all  defects,  Ave  sur¬ 
mounted  this  said  trifle  Avith  syllabub,  high  as  the  Ol.ATn- 
pian  hills ;  so  that  had  any  soft  glances  been  throAvn  from 
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the  head  to  the  foot  of  the  table,  of  course  they  would 
have  been  intercejited  &  lost  amid  that  multitudinous 
assemblage.  Our  tables  Avere  next  displayed  k  arranged 
with  all  possible  taste  k  elegance.  The  trifle  graced  the 
centre  k  around  it  succeeded  dainties  k  delicacies,  for 
the  ensuing  celebration.  After  3  hours  incessant  frolic, 
we  retired  to  dress,  expecting  the  arrival  of  the  grooms¬ 
men.  They  came  not  till  the  evening  stage,  which  gave 
us  time  to  recruit  our  exhausted  spirits.  By  way  of  vari¬ 
ety,  Ma  k  I  rode  down  to  Uncle  Shorts,”^  k  Avhat  should 
they  Avant  us  to  do,  but  bring  back  2  or  3  Ha’c  chickens 
in  the  chaise  Avith  us.  I  Avas  paralyzed  Avith  astonishment 
at  the  monstrosity  of  the  projiosal,  k  the  sensitiveness  of 
my  neiwous  system  endured  such  trcmbliflcation  that  I 
much  doubt  if  it  Avill  ever  again  recoA’er  its  equilibrium. 

After  transacting  the  business  upon  AA’hich  Ave  set  out, 
you  may  rest  assured  our  Rozinante  trotted  most  nimbly 
back.  (I  could  not  say  as  much  for  his  outAvard  journey) 
and  Ave  found  all  employed  Avith  their  needles  upon  Avhite 
satin  ribbons  k  laces  etc.,  etc.  The  groomsmen  came  to 
tea,  k  Avith  them  the  Metropolitan  news.  Joe  Marquand 
came  in  k  passed  the  evening  AAUth  the  young  Ladies.  We 
older  ones  AA’ere  busy  in  stuffing  a  round  of  beef,  k  remem¬ 
bering  people  must  dine  as  Avell  as  sup.  Joe  Avas  vastly 
agreeable ;  k  has  urged  us,  one  k  all,  to  make  a  long  visit 
in  June  in  Port.  We  presume  he  is  suffering  from 
Avant  of  society  k  so  felt  it  incumbent  to  solicit  in  that  way. 

Prompted  by  exhaustion  (no  other  reason)  I  took  a 
dose  of  hot  geneva  k  water,  which  had  so  soothing  an 
effect,  that  my  slumbers  were  unusually  protracted;  k  7 
O’clock,  the  morning  of  the  most  eventful  day  Tuesday, 
found  me  still  a  AA’orshipper  of  Somnus. 

Tuesday,  April  2Jf{h,  The  day  of  the  Weddiny.  Most 
propitious  Aveather,  for  it  is  one  of  our  loveliest  Spring 
days.  The  morning  has  risen  in  beauty,  may  its  evening 
decline  in  equal  brilliancy;  k  may  this  clear  unclouded 
sky  prove  an  unfailing  emblem  of  years  of  happiness  to 
succeed  this  interesting  epoch. 

21  The  Short  family  were  of  the  first  settlers  of  Newbury. 
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After  breakfast  the  Brides-groom  with  his  two  attend¬ 
ants,  Mr.  Andrews  &  Thomas  Smith, set  out  in  quest 
of  horses  to  take  a  mornin"  ride,  but  the  livery  stables 
not  affording  sufficient  mettle  for  their  high  Spirits,  they 
altered  their  plan  to  a  pedestrian  excursion,  &  as  it  did 
but  amuse  &  detain  them  from  the  house  for  an  hour  or 
two,  it  mattered  not  to  us ;  gentlemen  having  such  decided 
dislike  to  the  necessary  movements  of  brushes  &  dusters. 
Our  sideboard  could  have  done  honor  to  any  green  house 
in  the  Country,  I  assure  you;  The  roses,  fairest  of  the 
flowery  tribe,  &  sacred  at  the  shrine  of  Love,  unfolded 
their  petals  &  diffused  around  their  richest  odours — 
auriculars,  geraniums,  gilly-flowers,  &  daisies,  the  humble 
little  flowrett  Burns  has  so  sweetly  eulogized,  all  con¬ 
tributed  their  share  of  beauty  &  fragrance  so  that  the  tout 
ensemble  was  strikingly  pretty. 

Chairs  were  next  placed  side  by  side  to  accommodate 
those  with  seats,  who  were  too  lazy  to  stand.  The  astral 
lamp  stood  on  the  card  table,  4  candles  were  displayed  on 
the  mantlepiece  &  4  on  the  side-board.  Then  was  drawn 
in  the  chair  of  state,  which  was  the  couch  from  the  front 
parlour,  &  put  between  the  side-board  and  the  flre-place. 
Our  parlour  was  now  complete,  with  the  closing  of  the 
blind,  daylight  throwing  too  great  a  glare  upon  our 
arrangements.  Frances  Lamb  made  lemonade,  Fanny 
Reynolds  tripped  round  tickling  others,  Elizabeth  walked 
round  making  her  tongue  the  vehicle  of  agreeability,  Caro¬ 
line  was  lengthening  her  visage  from  one  foot  to  three  in 
length,  Ma  was  busy  in  various  preparations,  I  was  full 
of  mischief,  Margaret  had  gone  to  school,  &  in  sooth  we 
were  all  running  up  A  down,  back  &  forth,  round  &  round, 
employing  ourselves  as  we  saw  fit. 

The  front  parlour  at  one  O'clock,  as  it  has  often  done 
before,  presented  a  scene  sufficiently  sweet  &  plentiful, 
to  attract  either  you  or  I,  dear  Brother;  we  have  often 
experienced  the  efficacy  of  the  good  things  there  bestowed 
&  made  many  a  fine  meal,  in  the  form  of  luncheon. 

22  Probably  Thomas  Carter  Smith  (1796-1830),  son  of 
Joshua  Carter’s  sister  Hannah,  later  a  sea  captain ;  was  captured 
by  Greek  pirates,  and  was  a  friend  of  Lord  Byron. 
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The  dinner  hour  arrived,  Aunt  Baldwin  &  Cousin 
!Marv-3  arrived  with  it.  Should  you  like  to  know  of  what 
our  dinner  consisted?  Well  then,  imafjine,  firstly,  the 
decapitation  of  those  very  chickens  Uncle  Short  wished 
to  impose  upon  us,  in  their  state  of  animal  existence; 
&  see  them  at  the  head  of  the  table,  dished  up  in  the 
honours  of  a  boil.  At  the  opposite  extremity,  which  you 
know  of  course  is  the  foot,  stood  a  round  of  beef,  dressed 
A  la  mode,  with  all  its  usual  concomitants.  Then  for 
Fathers  special  pleasure,  in  the  middle  stood  the  Castor; 
luckily  the  table  was  somewhat  lengthy,  or  it  might  have 
reposed  in  disjointed  particles  on  the  carpet,  much  to  our 
discomfiture;  each  side  of  that  in  silent  slices  was  a  dish 
of  tongue;  they  moved,  ’twas  true,  but  no  sound  issued 
thence,  &  strange  to  tell,  they  seemed  to  glide  away  with¬ 
out  anyone’s  accounting  for  their  disappearance. 

The  variety  of  vegetables  the  season  offered,  with  the 
gravies,  occupied  all  the  little  odd  corners  &  places ;  Lemon 
puddings  &  apple  pies  made  the  summum  bonum.  After 
the  cloth  was  removed,  a  general  expression  appeared  of 
“where  is  the  dessert?” — when  Lo,  Poor  I  had  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  exposure  of  my  natural  contrariness,  &  to  say  I 
would  not  prepare  one,  thinking  it  unnecessary! !  Fanny 
Eeynolds  kindly  offered  to  assist  me  in  my  dilemma,  by 
saying  no  one  had  asked  her  to  take  wine,  &  she  thought 
it  time  they  had.  Bless  me,  had  you  seen  the  alacrity  with 
which  everyone  reached  forth  for  the  decanters  to  fill  her 
glass  and  their  own,  you  would  have  really  withdrawn 
your  compassion  from  me  entirely,  in  the  fear  that  she 
might  become  the  more  deserving  object  of  the  two.  We 
found  it  expedient  to  rise  from  our  seats,  &  accordingly 
did  so  at  two  O’clock,  we  frolicked  an  hour,  &  separated 
from  the  Beaux,  they  retiring  to  dress,  &  we  to  do  the 
same.  It  happened  Mr.  Withingtoii"'*  had  a  lecture  that 
evening  beginning  at  the  same  hour,  the  Avedding  was  to 
be  solemnized ;  now  what  does  he  do,  but,  to  accommodate 

23  Probably  Mary  Ann  Duncan,  daughter  of  Robert  Duncan 
of  Grantham,  N.  H.,  who  lived  often  Avith  her  aunt.  She  mar¬ 
ried  John  Bryant. 

24  Rev.  Leonard  Withington,  minister  of  the  First  Church 
in  Newbury  from  1816-1883. 
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all  parties  k  not  to  lose  liis  fee  &  cake,  Sabbath,  after 
naeeting,  projxises  bis  lecture  should  begin  half  an  hour 
later  than  usual,  which  was  very  kind  in  him. 

From  three  O’clock  till  six  was  devoted  to  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  the  toilet ;  if  you  include  teazing,  tickling,  pinch¬ 
ing,  etc.  with,  I  won’t  k  I  will — in  fact,  Momus  should 
in  good  earnest  come  in  for  his  share,  for  I  believe  we  all 
might  properly  have  been  styled  discij)les  of  the  laughter- 
loving  goil. 

At  six  Ave  all  became  soherized ;  Bride  k  Bride-maids 
sat  down  to  rest  the  ensuing  hour.  To  say  they  looked 
well,  is  nothing  unusual  for  them  all ;  biit  they  looked 
most  SAveetly  in  their  bridal  robes,  which  were  Avhite  mus¬ 
lin  trimmed  with  white  satin,  k  lace. 

At  half  past  six,  Fanny  Reynolds  went  down  stairs  to 
decorate  the  groomsmen  with  their  rosettes ;  when,  instead 
of  availing  themselves  of  the  usual  salutation  allowable 
on  such  occasions,  from  delicacy,  Mr.  Andrews  took  his  to 
tie  on  himself ;  awkwardness  prompted  Thomas  Smith  to 
follow  his  examjde,  k  diffidence  deterred  poor  Joe  Mar- 
quand,  Avho  assisted  most  admirably,  that  evening  in  the 
office  of  groomsman.  So  you  see,  Fanny  was  allowed  to 
return  upstairs  again,  without  any  return  for  the  favors 
bestowed.  Xo  matter,  as  it  served  us  for  another  sub¬ 
ject  of  mirth,  fun  we  were  determined  to  pursue  at  all 
events. 

Xow  for  the  wedding  assemblage.  Parson  Withington 
k  two  Sisters,  ^Irs.  Frothingham  in  simple  garb  arrayed. 
E.  Wheelwright,  looking  A’ery  neat  k  properly — Mrs. 
Baldwin  starched  k  prim,  Xursy  Clark  old  k  thin.  Aunt 
Xabby  displayed  a  long  faded  Avhite  ribbon.  !Mr.  k  !Mrs. 
Tom  Carter,  with  a  phalanx  of  boys,  in  blue  uniform  & 
buff  jackets.  One  broad  grin  diffused  itself  over  the 
countenances  of  those  last  mentioned,  k  added  much  to 
my  amusement,  I  promise  you.  Polly,  Meribah,  Cath¬ 
erine,  Henrietta,  Jemmy  k  black  Clement  witnessed  the 
ceremony  from  the  door. 

At  7  o’clock  precisely,  IMr.  Reynolds  led  Miss  Carter, 
!Mr.  Andrews  led  !Miss  Reynolds,  Mr.  Smith,  ^liss  Lamb 
k  Mr.  ^klarquand  Miss  C.  Carter  in  to  their  places,  which 
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was  in  front  of  tbo  couch  before  mentioned,  &  the  Bride 
Maids  arranged  themselves  on  one  side,  the  groomsmen 
on  the  other,  &  the  ceremony  began.  All  behaved  aston- 
ishly  well,  &  the  parties  concerned  looked  exceedingly  in¬ 
teresting.  Had  I  been  within  reach  of  the  Parson,  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  should  have  jogged  his  elbow,  when  he  came  to 
the  little  word  obey,  but  I  felt  unwilling  to  run  across  the 
room  to  interrupt  the  ceremony,  when  I  saw  there  was  so 
little  danger  of  its  being  enforced  on  one  side,  or  assented 
to  on  the  other — Although  there  was  no  Clerk  to  respond 
Amen,  yet  did  the  Parson  acquit  himself  so  handsomely, 
fnrther  aid  was  unnecessary.  The  benediction  was  pro¬ 
nounced  &  Mrs.  Reynolds  was  seated,  with  her  Bride- 
Maids  on  each  side. 

Cake,  wine  &  lemonade  was  then  twice  handed,  much 
to  the  youth’s  satisfaction;  Mr.  Withington  shook  hands 
with  the  Queen  of  the  evening,  &  from  the  sincerity  of 
his  heart,  otfered  his  good  wishes  &  congratulations, 
then,  accompanied  by  his  two  Sisters,  departed.  Next  arose 
the  two  advanced  adherents  of  the  family.  Aunt  Xabby 
and  Nursy — they  gave  their  blessing  &  retired.  Last  of 
all,  the  Carter  Phalanx  shook  hands,  bowed,  curtesied, 
wished  much  joy,  &  returned  to  Mount  Pleasant,  to  lay 
by  their  holiday  suits,  till  the  next  Sabbath  bell  warned 
them  to  prepare  for  church. 

It  was  8  O’clock,  &  the  thundering  knocker  announced 
a  crowded  levee.  Never  has  Newburyport  shone  so  bril¬ 
liantly  as  on  this  occasion.  All  St.  James^®  appeared,  in 
panoply  complete,  &  even  Green  Street,  &  Browns 
Square,-®  sent  forth  their  inhabitants  decorated  in  all  the 
ornamentals  their  wardrobes  could  possibly  furnish.  One 
good  lady  indeed,  not  feeling  quite  satisfied  with  the  efPect 
of  a  black  lace  head  dress,  determined  to  relieve  the  eye,  by 
the  exhibition  of  a  huge  paste  buckle,  placed  directly  over 
her  nose;  Her  predeliction  for  putting  it  there,  arose,  I 
should  imagine,  from  the  lustre  of  the  eye  being  some¬ 
what  dim.  For  what  purpose  the  buckle  was  originally 
determined,  I  dare  not  pretend  to  decide ;  I  can  only  assert 

25  Probably  referring  to  the  aristocracy  of  Newburj-port. 
The  Episcopal  Church  in  Newburyport  was  St.  Paul’s. 

26  Fashionable  residence  localities. 
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that,  were  it  ever  destined  to  clasp  a  shoe,  it  must  surely 
have  been  one  of  the  Mammoth  tribe.  Each  visitor  was 
provided  with  a  receptacle  in  the  shape  of  a  bag,  that  they 
might  indulge  themselves  on  their  iieturn  home,  by  treat¬ 
ing  their  households  with  wedding  cake  A  benevolent  in¬ 
tention,  was  it  not  ? 

After  the  room  was  crowded  to  excess  &  waiters  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds  of  cake  handed  round  &  round,  the  real  dress 
Cake  itself  seated  on  a  pewter  dish,  k  that  on  a  large 
salver,  was  ushered  in.  Every  eye  was  fixed  in  admira¬ 
tion,  k  every  mouth  distended  in  anticipation,  of  the  rich 
repast  in  preparation,  for  their  universal  mastication. 
Parson  Andrews-'  in  propria  personae  thought  he  had 
never  seen  such  display  of  taste;  &  he,  you  know,  is  well 
qualified  to  judge,  he  moreover  observed,  that  the  Cake 
possessed  a  quality  uncommon,  for  wedding  cake,  viz,  that 
of  being  well-baked.  Now  which  think  you  he  studies 
most.  Theology  or  the  cookery  book? 

Doctor  Prescott  next  harangued  the  audience  from  the 
easy  chair  (which,  by  the  way,  he  occupied  all  the  even¬ 
ing  to  the  annoyance  of  those  who  selfishly  wished  it  for 
themselves)  and  eloquently  decided  the  cake  was  beautiful. 
The  Oracle  of  St.  James^®  added  his  quota  of  praise,  and 
now  it  is  time  to  describe  this  cake  and  its  divisions  and 
subdivisions. 

Its  garb  was  purely  white;  Paradisical  grains  were 
thickly  scattered  over  its  surface,  k  it  was  studded  with 
gilded  almonds.  In  the  centre  towered  a  beautiful  col¬ 
lection  of  artificial  flowers,  k  round  its  body  was  a  w’reath 
of  laurel.  The  groomsmen  cut  it  up,  and  the  Brides¬ 
maids  assisted  by  Old  Lady  Parsons,  handed  it  round; 
k  oh  it  was  astonishing  to  see  how  it  vanished  from  sight ; 
a  sheet  of  paper  was  laid  on  each  plate  k  a  slice  of  cake 
laid  upon  it ;  soon  as  received,  by  each  person,  the  dis¬ 
appearance  of  it  was  so  instantaneous  that  we  were  in 
many  instances  deceived  k  very  kindly  offered  a  second  & 
third  piece,  fearing  some  omission.  Those  who  had  rap- 

27  Rev.  John  Andrews,  minister  (1808-1830)  of  the  First 
Religious  Society. 

28  Perhaps  Hon.  Rufus  King,  previously  ambassador  to  the 
Court  of  St.  James  and  earlier  a  resident  in  Newburj-port. 
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idly  deposited  two  pieces,  held  a  third  very  modestly  in 
their  hands,  &  I  do  believe  if  any  of  them  should  jrive  a 
tea  pdrty  six  months  hence,  Mrs.  Reynolds’  wedding  cake 
will  add  its  share  to  the  entertainment. 

After  this  ceremony  w’as  ended  by  the  entire  demolition 
of  the  cake,  (to  Fanny’s  great  regret)  the  Bride  &  maid 
of  honour  made  the  circuit  of  the  room ;  offering  a  general 
speechificatioii  to  all,  k  receiving  the  professions  of  good 
will  &  good  wishes  most  lavishly  bestowed  by  all.  After 
this  was  accomplished,  the  company  having  seen  the  show, 
k  obtained  refreshment  sufficient  to  appease  the  appetite 
occasioned  doubtless  by  previous  fast,  they  obsequiously 
bowed,  k  took  their  homeward  way — animadverting  as 
they  went,  upon  the  pleasures  of  the  evening.  We  were 
then  ready  for  our  supper,  which  was  particularly  accept¬ 
able  to  us,  having  been  so  loquacious  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  hours,  we  were  literally  hungry,  k  assure  you 
did  honour  to  the  cold  Alamode,  not  forgetting  the  im¬ 
portant  Trifle,  which  was  delicious  flnale. 

Pa  has  seemed  quite  dejected  the  last  few  days,  k  if 
you  could  look  at  Caroline  you  would  be  amazed  at  the 
immense  length  to  which  she  has  extended  her  phiz.  As 
to  our  dear  Mother,  she  has  behaved  most  delightfully 
throughout,  k  is  I  think  without  any  exception  one  of 
the  very  best  women  in  the  world.  There  is  not  one  par¬ 
ticle  of  selflshness  in  her  composition,  k  though  she  feels 
the  coming  separation  wdth  agonizing  keenness,  yet  she 
has  not  uttered  one  syllable  that  should  depress  our  Sis¬ 
ter’s  spirits. 

^Vednesday  morn,  April  25th,  Still  a  genial  air  & 
cloudless  sky.  At  ten  O’clock  the  carriages  were  ordered. 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Reynolds,  Fanny,  Mr.  Andrews  k  Frances 
Lamb  occupied  the  first.  Cousin  ^lary,  T.  Smith,  Caro¬ 
line  k  myself,  with  a  load  of  plumb  cake,  the  second,  as 
intended,  we  reached  Salem  to  dine.  An  excellent  repast, 
previously  ordered,  awaited  us,  we  again  proceeded  on 
our  journey  after  dining,  &  the  first  carriage  safely  landed 
its  contents  at  the  home  in  Pitts  Street.  Xot  so  the  sec¬ 
ond,  for  in  the  only  ditch  w’e  had  encountered  since  we 
had  left  Xewbury  Port,  we  sank  completely  down  k  were 
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obliged  to  walk  some  distance,  from  the  pool  to  the  house. 
It  was  only  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  cake.  It  had  jolted 
so  unmericfully  all  the  way,  that  at  last  it  affected  our 
descent  in  the  slough,  &  as  none  of  us  were  killed  by  the 
accident,  we  rather  rejoiced,  there  had  been  some  variable¬ 
ness  in  the  course  of  our  journey  to  Town. 

I  left  the  Bridal  pair  at  their  own  establishment  &  re¬ 
turned  once  more  to  the  welcome  embraces  of  my  dear 
children.  Would  I  could  add,  those  of  an  affectionate 
friend.  But  a  cold  ‘‘how  do  ye  do,”  carelessly  uttered, 
&  still  more  indifferently  felt,  chilled  the  current  of  my 
warmer  feelings,  k  produced  that  depression  of  spirits, 
which  neglect  always  causes,  &  to  which  at  that  moment 
I  was  peculiarly  susceptible  having  been  so  tenderly  cher¬ 
ished  at  home.  Habit  has  a  powerful  influence,  I  allow, 
on  the  mind  &  sensibilities;  but  never  could  I  become 
accustomed  to  the  endurance  of  indifference,  without  the 
accompaniment  of  intense  suffering.  Severity  is  much 
less  painful  to  me  to  encounter,  than  that  silent  scorn  & 
cold  contempt  which  I  often  meet,  &  which  I  shrink  from 
as  from  the  greatest  enemy  imaginable,  &  which  requires 
the  exertion  of  fortitude,  far  greater  than  mine  to  support. 

Thursday,  April  26th.  Before  the  breakfast  table  was 
fairly  cleared  away  in  Pitts  Street,  who  should  pay  the 
wedding  visit  but  Uncle  Isaac.*®  Good  old  soul,  his  mind 
absorbed  in  better  things,  he  forgets  the  customs  k  eti¬ 
quette  of  the  present  day,  &  prompted  by  the  best  of  feel¬ 
ings,  follows  their  impulse,  without  reflection  upon  cere¬ 
mony.  He  called  &  not  finding  all  quite  ready  at  that 
early  hour,  told  Mrs.  Pickman®®  whom  next  he  visited, 
that  he  suspected  Mrs.  Revnolds  did  not  see  company  that 
day  &  she  had  best  wait  a  little. 

After  he  had  gone  they  had  a  consultation  of  what 
should  serve  for  dinner.  A  loin  of  veal  seemed  to  be 
the  decision.  The  Brides  maids  protested  violently,  in¬ 
sisting  they  would  have  no  succession  of  minces  and 

29  Probably  the  father-in-law  of  Joshua  Carter’s  sister 
Hannah. 

30  The  daughter  of  Hannah  Carter  Smith  who  married  Ben¬ 
jamin  Piclonan. 
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hashes,  as  they  invariably  must,  should  so  much  meat 
be  cooked  at  once.  To  settle  the  matter,  the  <rroomsmen 
were  invited  to  dine,  not  for  the  pleasure  of  their  com¬ 
pany,  but  to  assist  in  devouring  this  said  provision,  in 
which,  I  believe,  all  mouths  succeeded,  for  I  have  heard 
no  more  of  the  horrors  of  a  hash  or  the  more  stylish  prep¬ 
aration  of  a  mince. 

The  connections  generally  called  to  see  the  bride  to-tlay, 
and  to  look  at  her  in  her  rocking  chair,  you  would  imagine 
her  an  old  housekeeper.  She  has  placed  all  things  in 
order,  &  will  for  the  coming  fortnight,  remain  stationary 
at  home  to  receive  visitors. 

Friday,  April  27.  Many  visitors  and  much  amuse¬ 
ment.  A  cheerful  spirit  prevails  among  the  wedding  cir¬ 
cle,  &  how  can  it  be  otherwise,  when  consisting  of  such 
happy  beings. 

Saturday,  April  28th.  The  routine  of  yesterday.  Com¬ 
pany — company. 

Sunday,  April  29th.  The  Bride  k  Bridegroom 
appeared  at  St.  Paul’s  to-day,®^  where  they  have  for  the 
present  decided  to  worship.  They  were  considered  a  fine 
couple  k  Mr.  Reynolds’  taste  in  the  selection  of  a  Lady 
was  most  highly  approved.  I  went  down  k  passed  Sun¬ 
day  evening  with  them,  k  feel  a  degree  of  happiness  k 
comfort,  unknown  to  me  for  years  before  at  the  idea  of 
having  it  in  my  power  so  often  to  see  a  Sister  on  whom 
I  so  much  depend  for  my  enjoyment. 

Xow,  my  dear  George,  what  a  pleasant  addition  it 
would  be  to  us  both,  would  you  but  be  induced  to  remain 
in  your  native  land,  k  not  pass  your  prime  of  life  in  toss¬ 
ing  over  the  waves  of  the  dark  blue  main.  We  surely 
must  find  some  magnet  of  sufficient  power,  to  withdraw 
you  from  your  present  perilous  adventures,  k  attach  you 
more  firmly  to  the  soil  of  your  ancestors.  Should  we 
venture  to  solicit  the  aid  of  Cupid,  his  arrow  must  be 
tipped  with  so  many  golden  charms  that  I  should  fear  a 
total  demolition  of  our  hopes,  ere  we  could  succeed.  Could 

31  Mr.  Keynolcls  was  for  manj’  years  senior  warden  of  St. 
Paul’s. 
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I  command  the  stroii"  box  of  Croesus  no  charm  would 
then  be  wanting.  I  should  command  and  you  would  obey, 
but  all  I  have  now  to  offer  is  a  Sister’s  love,  a  Sister’s 
best  wishes  for  your  happiness  &  prosperity  &  a  hope  of 
your  s}>eedy  return  to  those  around  whose  hearts  you  are 
entwined,  with  chords  of  the  tenderest  affection. 

Saturday,  May  27.  It  is  now  the  last  of  May,  &  a 
more  general  account  must,  I  know,  prove  acceptable, 
rather  than  this  continued  minutia.  What  think  you, 
would  those  say,  to  read  these  pages,  who  complain  of 
Johnson’s  Biographer?  If  however  it  serves  to  beguile 
but  one  moment  of  your  time,  I  shall  feel  gratified  that 
I  have  written  so  Particularly. 

Elizabeth  has  had  many  friends  call  to  see  her,  among 
whom  were  the  Perkins  k  Eliots.  She  has  been  made 
most  happy,  too,  by  the  return  of  her  darling  “Sister 
Sara”  or  more  projierly  Mrs.  Lamed.  She  has  returned 
to  Boston,  accompanied  by  William’s  wife,  who  is  rather 
agreeable  and  pretty.  Sara  retains  much  of  her  former 
appearance,  with  the  exception  of  color;  she  is  pale  & 
wan,  which  makes  her  more  than  ever  interesting  in  looks ; 
her  feelings  &  attachments  are  unchanged,  which  is  not 
only  gratifying  to  her  friend,  but  must  prove  an  essential 
ha])piness  to  herself.  Accompanied  by  her  Sisters,  she 
is  now  visiting  Xewbury  Port,  whither,  next  week,  E.M. 
follows  her,  to  remain  a  fortnight. 

William  Wheelwright  has  also  arrived  this  week,  k  is 
quite  well.  John  Hackett®-  came  home  with  him  in  the 
ship.  Aunt  Smith®^  is  well  established  at  housekeeping, 
k  Thomas  has  taken  himself  off  again.  He  sailed  for 
France,  a  week  since,  but  intends  returning  after  a  few 
months.  Mrs.  Cruft®^  is,  I  think,  declining  fast ;  she 
looks  excessively  sick  k  has  a  sad  cough.  !Mr.  C.  Cush- 
ing'"^'’’  intends  resigning  his  office  at  Cambridge  &  opening 
an  Office  in  X.  Port  where  he  means  to  practice  in  his 

32  Probably  the  son  of  Joshua  Carter’s  brother  Thomas’s 
wife  by  her  first  husband. 

33  Joshua  Carter’s  sister  Hannah  married  William  Smith, 
nephew  of  John  Adams. 

34  Mrs.  Cruft  was  the  daughter  of  Hannah  Carter  Smith. 
She  lived  till  18.59. 

35  Caleb  Cushing  (1800-1879)  later  special  envoy  to  China. 
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profession,  if  possible.  Miss  Kate  Eliot  "was,  on  ^Monday 
evening,  married  to  Mr.  Andi-ews  Xorton,  k  has  com¬ 
menced  a  tour  to  Lake  George. 

Among  the  many  matrimonial  engagements,  you  may 
possibly  be  surprised  to  bear  of  John  Young  &  Harriot 
Prescott,^*^  of  Xewburyport.  His  brother  William’s  death 
had  a  great  effect  in  soberizing  him  &  he  may  yet  make 
a  smart  man.  Margaret  Cushing  goes  the  first  of  June 
to  X.  Port,  to  make  Ma  a  long  visit,  for  which  I  shall 
be  truly  grateful,  as  her  society  now  will  be  peculiarly 
acceptable  to  our  dear  parent. 

After  this  variety  of  intelligence,  dear  Brother,  will 
you  let  me  add,  that  Kean  is  again  playing  to  us  and 
attracting  the  multitude,  as  formerly.  We  have  not  yet 
been,  this  is  his  third  evening  only,  but  I  feel  rather  im¬ 
patient  to  again  witness  his  extraordinary  talents. 

I  believe  I  have  communicated  all  the  intelligence 
worthy  of  transmitting.  The  Papers  of  the  day,  which, 
probably,  the  vessel  will  bear  to  you,  will  give  you  in¬ 
formation  of  the  political  &  commercial  occurrences  far 
better  than  I  can;  &  you  must  rejoice,  I  am  most  fully 
])ersuaded,  that  I  have  at  last  arrived  at  the  peroration  of 
this  long  discourse.  It  geems  hardly  credible  to  us  that 
the  brig  which  bore  you  so  lately  from  us,  should  have 
returned  and  prepared  to  sail  a  second  time.  I  hope 
favoring  gales  will  waft  her  speedily  along,  &  that  her 
next  return  will  bring  to  us  a  Brother  whom  we  dearly 
love,  k  from  whom  w’e  are  ever  unwilling  to  part. 

Should  you,  among  the  abundance  of  this  most  enchant¬ 
ing  season,  discover  in  your  rambles,  any  little  wild  flower 
with  which  I  am  unacquainted,  will  not  your  kindness 
prompt  you  to  cull  k  place  it  between  the  leaves  of  some 
volume,  that  at  your  return,  you  may  add  to  the  value 
of  my  herbarium,  by  presenting  me  another  of  Flora’s 
treasures.  The  gift  will  be  most  peculiarly  acceptable, 
as  whenever  my  eye  rests  upon  its  petals,  it  will  receive 
the  hue  of  brotherly  affection,  k  convince  me  truly,  that 
although  a  waste  of  water  rolled  between  us,  yet  were 
they  not  the  waters  of  oblivion. 

36  Harriet  Prescott  as  a  fact  married  Richard  Smith  Spof- 
iord. 
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Sunday  Morning,  May  27th.  All  your  friends  are 
well.  As  the  vessel  will  sail  tomorrow,  it  is  necessary  this 
should  "o  to-day.  therefore,  with  the  assurance  of  the  most 
pure  A:  unalienable  attachment  I  conclude  this  Ion"  pro¬ 
tracted  epistle. 

The  children  say  I  must  send  you  their  best  love,  <fc  tell 
you  they  want  to  see  you  dreadfully.  We  heard  from 
dear  ^la  yesterday,  she  is  well  k  all  the  family.  Pa  k 
^largaret  come  tomorrow  k  Caroline  returns  on  Tuesday. 

Truly  yours  Anna 
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History  of  Xewburyport,  Mass.  1764-1905  by  John  J. 

Currier,  Xewbui’yport,  1906. 

The  History  of  Londonderry,  X.  H.  by  Rev.  Edward  L. 

Parker,  Boston,  1851. 

Xewburyjxu't  Ship  Register,  Salem,  1937. 

!Manuscri]>t  Genealogy  of  the  Duncan  Family. 

History  of  Essex  County.  Vol.  II,  Xewburyport  Section, 
D.  Hamilton  Hard,  Editor.  Philadelphia,  1888. 

The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  a 
gi’anddaughter,  ^ladeline  Reynolds,  who  also  has  the  wed¬ 
ding  dress  of  white  muslin  trimmed  with  narrow  bands 
of  satin,  and  the  invitation  in  formal  language  written 
by  William  B.  Reynolds  asking  Thomas  Smith  to  be  one 
of  his  groomsmen,  and  a  well-thuml>ed  cook  book  of  the 
olden  times,  with  directions  for  making  plumb  cake,  ^larl- 
borough  ])udding,  syllabub,  hart's  horn  or  calf’s  foot  jelly, 
and  “a  pretty  sort  of  Flummery.” 

The  silhouettes  and  other  material  use<l  for  illustration 
have  also  lieen  kindly  loaneil  by  Miss  Reynolds  for  re¬ 
production. 

For  any  errors  or  inaccuracies  in  the  introduction  or 
notes  James  Duncan  Phillips  is  responsible. 
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A  PICTURE  OF  GLOUCESTER  ABOUT  1800 


By  Alfred  Maxsfield  Brooks 


I  propose  to  draw  a  sketch  of  Gloucester  about  1800, 
meaning  between  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  1783  and 
1830.  in  which  year  “the  gi’eat  fire,”  and  subsequent  re¬ 
building,  materially  changed  the  appearance  of  the  town. 
In  fine,  to  depict  the  extensive  island-township  of  Glou¬ 
cester  together  with  its  mainland,  the  Second  or  West 
Parish ;  its  numerous  encircling  hamlets  scattered  along 
the  sixteen  miles  of  Cape  Ann  shore-line;  its  heart,  the 
Harbor  Village. 

Because  of  the  fine,  hill-girdled  harbor  Samuel  de 
Champlain  when  he  came,  1605,  to  Avhat  is  now  Gloucester 
called  the  place  Beauport,  Eighty  years  later  John  Dun- 
ton,  an  English  traveller,  wrote: 

“We  were  now  come  to  Gloucester,  which  is  a  pretty 
little  town.  Here  it  was  that  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
first  set  down,  though  Salem  was  the  first  town  built  in 
that  Colony.  Here  is  a  very  fine  harbor  for  ships.” 

Dunton  calls  the  town  pretty  and  the  harbor  fine.  This 
is  probably  the  first  time  in  print  that  Gloucester  was 
described  by  that  adjective.  Becai;se  he  refers  to  the  town 
and  the  harbor  in  the  same  breath  he  unquestionably  meant 
the  hamlet  or  settlement  known  as  the  Harbor  Village. 
This  hamlet  together  with  Fisherman’s  Field,  now  Stage 
Fort  Park,  where  Roger  Conant  landed,  1620,  and  with 
his  family,  lived  awhile  in  the  “Great  House”  later  moved 
to  Salem — this  water-side  hamlet  is  to  be  distingiiished 
from  another  hamlet  a  mile  inland  to  the  Xorth  where 
the  first  church  was  built.  Church  Green  by  name.  It 
was  here  and  not  in  the  Harbor  Village  that  the  prosperity 
of  Gloucester  and  its  good  houses  centered  down  to  the 
third  quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Here,  on  Meet¬ 
ing  House  Green,  still  stands  the  leanto  parsonage  built 
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by  Parson  White  at  the  beginning  of  1700,  now  known 
as  the  Ellery  house.  It  is  a  fine  example  of  its  type  and 
day,  a  most  significant  memorial  and  a  two  hundred  and 
fifty  year  old  land  mark.  This  house  is  soon  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed  or  removed  because  it  stands  in  the  way  of  pro¬ 
gress,  directly  athwart  the  new  road.  Route  128,  where  it 
is  to  enter  the  city.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  historic  in¬ 
terest  and  civic  pride  will  find  some  way  to  preserve  this  re¬ 
minder  of  the  planting  of  Xew  England,  to  use  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  time,  in  which  Gloucester  had  a  very  early 
share  and  which  she  has  steadily  advanced,  in  peace  and 
war,  through  more  than  three  hundred  years  of  maritime 
preoccupation.  In  this  the  numerous,  little  hamlets  of 
which  Sandy  Bay,  now  Rockport,  and  Annisquam  were 
the  chief,  that  were  scattered  along  the  sixteen-mile  edge 
of  Cape  Ann,  and  the  mainland  Parish  on  the  western 
side  of  Squam  river  all  played  their  part. 

One  more  bit  of  early  description;  this  time  from  the 
Rev.  William  Bentley.  He  says,  llay  13,  1799  “we 
passed  (from  the  Harbor  Village)  to  Old  Town  (Church 
Green)  which  because  of  the  change  of  place  of  business 
is  neglected.”  Here  from  a  point  near  the  junction  of 
Squam  and  Mill  rivers  Bentley  continues: 

“As  Mill  river  runs  towards  the  town  there  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  view  up  the  river  of  the  spires  and  houses  as  we 
approach  the  Town”  meaning  the  Harbor  Village. 

Old  Town  where  the  farming  was  good,  if  it  can  be 
said  that  any  farming  on  Cape  Ann  was  ever  good,  lent 
the  only  considerable  touch  of  pastoral  landscape  that 
the  picture  of  Gloucester  in  1800  possessed.  All  else,  con¬ 
sidered  purely  as  landscape,  is  to  be  thought  of  as  “rude 
and  romantic  scenery”  to  use  the  words  of  “The  Essex 
^Memorial,”  1836,  that  quaint,  delightful,  old  Essex  Coun¬ 
ty  Baedeker.  Into  this  landscape  we  must  inject  Champ¬ 
lain’s  beauty,  “Beauport.”  1605;  Dunton’s  “pretty  town,” 
1686 ;  Bentley’s  “beautiful  view  of  spires  and  houses,” 
1789,  for  it  is  so  that  I  am  composing  my  picture,  the 
whole  and  the  parts.  Xor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the 
leanto  parsonage  at  Church  Green,  the  “Ellery  house,”  is 
an  extant  instance  of  one  of  Bentley’s  “houses”  while  it 
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must  be  remembered  at  the  same  time  that  venerable  char¬ 
acter  and  historic  import  are  precious  qualities  of  things 
and  not  necessarily  the  things  themselves. 

Gloucester  “Outer  Harbor,”  close  to  a  mile  wide  at  the 
mouth,  lies  in  a  south-westerly  direction  between  the  high, 
Avooded  mainland,  the  “Western  Shore,”  and  the  long,  low 
arm  of  Eastern  Point  which,  now  for  the  most  part  de¬ 
nuded,  Avas  Avooded  a  hundred  an  fifty  years  ago.  Behind 
Ten  Pound  Island  more  than  three  quarters  of  the  way  in¬ 
to  the  harbor  the  eastern  and  Avestern  margins  suddenly 
draAv  together  leaving  a  narrow  strait,  the  “Stream,”  be- 
tAveen  tA\’0  rocky  headlands.  This  is  the  entry  to  the  safe, 
landlocked  “Inner  Harbor”  where,  since  1750  or  before, 
practically  the  entire  maritime  business  of  the  town,  fish¬ 
eries  and  foreign  commerce,  has  been  centered.  On  the 
ix>rt  side  of  a  vessel  coming  through  the  “Stream”  rose  the 
steep  promontory  where,  1743,  “the  toAvn  naked  to  the 
enemy,”  a  breast  work  Avas  thrown  up  and  eight  twelve- 
pounders  set.  Hence  the  name  Watch-house  Xeck.  Here 
in  1794,  coA'ering  both  Outer  and  Inner  Harbors  and  the 
“Stream”  the  United  States  Government  built  a  real  fort 
which  noAv  long  gone,  surAuves  in  the  name  of  this  part  of 
Gloucester.  In  1800  it  was  the  most  conspicuous  object 
in  any  view  of  the  town  from  the  water.  Behind  this  pro¬ 
montory,  Watch-house  Xeck,  and  betAveen  it  and  the  oppo¬ 
site  promontory,  Duncan’s  Point  where,  around  a  gigan¬ 
tic,  illuminated  oak,  Gloucester  celebrated  the  Peace  of 
Paris  on  October  23,  1783,  is  the  broad  indentation,  circled 
by  hills,  called  Harbor  Cove.  It  Avas  along  the  shore  and 
up  the  rugged  slopes  of  this  cove  that  the  Harbor  Tillage 
nestled  and  climbed  during  the  prosperous  middle  decades 
of  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  approach  to  the  Harbor  Tillage  from  the  main¬ 
land  folloAved  as  it  does  today,  the  line  of  the  beach  from 
the  “Cut”  or  canal  through  which  Squam  River  enters 
Gloucester  Outer  Harbor.  A  few  houses  backed  by  high 
ledges  lined  the  way  on  the  left.  The  long  line  of  the 
Rope  Walk  folloAved  the  beach  on  the  right.  At  the  end 
of  the  road,  noAV  Stacy  Boulevard,  on  a  slight  elevation 
stood  a  large  AA'ind-mill.  It  Avas  the  most  conspicuous  ob- 
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jeet  other  than  the  jrraeefiil,  Universaliat  stee|)le  and  the 
lofty  spire  of  the  First  Parish  Church  in  the  view  of  the 
town  as  one  sailed  in  between  Eastern  Point  and  the  West¬ 
ern  Shore.  This,  in  words,  was  the  look  of  Gloucester  as 
Capt.  John  Beach  drew  it  in  1817  as  a  settiiifr  for  the 
Sea  Serpent.^ 

A  very  different  view,  and  one  almost  unique,  presented 
itself  when,  through  the  “Stream”  and  around  Watch- 
house  neck,  you  looked  into  the  Harbor  Cove,  and  up  its 
irregular  amphitheatre  of  hills  on  which  the  villafre  stood. 
Roug'hly  speakins:  the  plan  of  this  village,  the  bounds 
of  which  could  be  walked  round  in  an  hour,  was  wedge- 
shafx?  as  it  sjiread  outwards  and  upwards  from  the  water¬ 
front.  Again,  roughly  speaking,  as  the  hills  receded  they 
formed  three  well-defined  laps.  It  was  on  these  for  the 
most  part  that  the  churches  and  houses  were  built  and 
numerous  gardens  plotted  along  the  three  chief  thorough¬ 
fares;  Fore  or  Front  Street,  now  Iilain,  close  to  the  water, 
Middle,  laid  out  in  1728,  on  the  second  lap  up,  and  Back, 
now  Prospect  on  the  third.  Sparkling  brooks  ran  down 
to  the  sea,  and  s])rings  bubbled  among  the  ledges.  These 
kept  the  ground  moist,  in  places  swampy,  which  assured 
good  gardens  and  orchards.  Barring  a  real  mountain  back¬ 
ground  no  site  could  be  more  Greek  while  few  are  nearly 
so  much  so.  Further  to  warrant  likening  the  Harbor 
Village  of  Gloucester  to  a  sea-side  Greek  town  I  would 
remind  the  reader  that  its  steep  slopes  were  dotted,  and 
its  narrow,  twisting  streets  were  lined  with  houses,  large 
and  small,  gleaming  white  among  apple,  pear  and  cherry 
trees,  or  shadowed  by  pines,  oaks  and  elms.  It  was  a 
pleasant  sight  in  blossom  time  and  an  inspiriting  one  in 
winter  as  the  blue  smoke  of  many  a  hearth  curled  upwards 
everywhere.  Remember  too  that  the  scene  was  dominated 
by  the  lofty  church  towers  on  ^fiddle  Street — a  Greek 
town  would  have  been  dominated  by  temple  pediments — 

1  For  an  account  of  the  appearance  of  the  Sea  Serpent 
in  Gloucester  harbor  at  this  time  see  Report  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Linniaean  Society  of  New  England  relative  to  a  large 
marine  animal.  Supposed  to  he  a  Serpent  seen  near  Cape  Ann 
in  August,  1817.  Boston.  Published  by  Cummings  &  Hilliard, 
No.  1.  Cornhill.  University  Press.  Hilliard  &  Metcalf  1817. 
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and  enlivened  by  the  whirling  sails  of  a  wind-mill,  high 
above  everything  else,  on  Back  Street. 

A  more  intimate  sketch  of  the  Harbor  Village  when 
you  were  really  in  it,  is  necessary  to  complete  my  picture. 
This  view,  like  that  of  all  towns,  was  concealed  by  its 
buildings  as  the  proverbial  wood  is  by  the  trees.  Along 
the  water-front  there  were  wharves  to  and  from  which 
vessels  were  always  coming  and  going.  Their  masts  were 
the  prime  fact,  and  the  true  symbol  of  the  Harbor  Vil¬ 
lage  in  1800.  Its  picture,  or  that  of  any  town  or  city 
which  does  not  embody  the  symbol  in  the  fact,  as  the 
heart  in  the  body,  is  not  worth  much.  What  would  Words¬ 
worth’s  famous  picture  of  London  amount  to — 'the  fact 
of  “Ships,  towers,  domes,  theatres  and  temples,”  and  “the 
very  houses”  that  seemed  “asleep”  in  the  early  morning — 
if  the  great  artist  had  not  in  his  final  line  called  our 
attention  to  what  was  symbolic  of  the  life  of  London, 
“And  all  that  mighty  heart  is  lying  still.” 

Behind  the  wharves  of  the  Harbor  Cove  were  drying 
yards  with  their  fish  flakes.  Vext  came  a  strip  of  garden 
and  then,  along  the  water  side  of  Front  Street,  substan¬ 
tial  residences;  four-square.  Federal  houses,  and  gambrels 
of  prerevolutionary  days.  The  same  of  the  opposite  or 
land  side  of  this  street.  What  the  water  side  of  it  looked 
like  about  1800  is  memorialized  in  a  unique  model,  cut 
scale  and  meticulously  detailed,  from  the  Town  Land¬ 
ing  to  Duncan  Street.^ 

Short  cross  streets  led  up  the  hill  from  Front  to  Middle 
Street  along  which,  from  1740-50  on,  wealthy  citizens 
built  numerous  large  and  handsome  houses.  Also  the 
churches.  Other  cross  streets  or  lanes  led  up  from  Middle 
to  Back  Street.  Within  the  irregular  checker  board  of 
•these  streets  the  houses  were  dotted  with  scrupulous  re¬ 
gard  to  making  the  most  of  winter  sun,  prevailing  winds 
and  “lie”  of  the  ground  for  gardens  and  flowers,  vege¬ 
table  and  small  fruits.  By  garden  I  mean  considerable 
areas  artistically  laid  out  with  terraces,  flights  of  steps, 
walls,  pools  and  intricately  patterned  beds.  Of  such  there 

2  See  “The  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,”  “The 
Gloucester  Model.”  Vol.  LXXVI — January,  1940. 
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were  at  least  sixteen  within  the  Harbor  Village.®  Of 
pretty  dooryards  there  were  many. 

My  group  of  sketches,  distant  views  by  land  and  sea, 
and  “close-ups,”  based  on  fact  and  illumined  by  imagina¬ 
tion  warrant  the  opinion  that  Gloucester  at  the  turn  of 
the  nineteenth  century  was  a  congeries  of  hamlet  and 
village  gathered  about  a  central  town  possessed,  for  its 
size,  of  more  than  the  usual  number  of  fine  houses  set 
amidst  unusual  scenic  beauty  and  “nature  to  advantage 
dres’d.”  The  social  significance  of  my  composite  picture 
of  Gloucester  in  1800  lies  in  the  fact  that  many  of  its 
residents  had  attained  competency  and  some,  wealth,  from 
their  varied  forms  of  sea-faring  business.  In  Gloucester 
at  this  time  there  was  much  of  the 
“Ketired  leisure 

That  in  trim  gardens  takes  his  pleasure.” 

3  See  “The  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,”  “The 
Pearce-Parrott  Garden  in  Gloucester,”  Vol.  LXXX — July,  1944. 


E^VELY  MARBLEHEAD  TUCKERS 


By  W.  Hammond  Bowden 


The  late  Mr.  Edgar  C.  Felton  in  his  manuscript  gene¬ 
alogy  now  deposited  in  the  library  of  the  Xew  England 
Historic  and  Genealogical  Society  includes  some  notes 
about  early  Tuckers  at  Marblehead.  He  concluded  that 
the  Andrew  Tucker,  Sr.,  whose  stone  on  the  Old  Burial 
Hill  at  Marblehead  records  his  death  Dec.  12,  1691,  aged 
49  years,  could  not  have  been  the  man  who  administered 
the  estate  of  Nicholas  Tucker  in  1664  because  he  would 
then  have  been  a  youth  of  22.  We  know  from  the  coi;rt 
records^  that  the  administrator  was  the  brother  of  the 
deceased  and  that  he  was  charged  to  determine  the  proper 
heirs.  We  also  know  that  the  first  inventory  was  found 
imperfect  and  returned  by  the  court  for  correction. 

If  Nicholas  Tucker  were  a  man  in  middle  age  it  is 
likely  his  heirs,  even  if  he  were  unmarried  and  they  were 
not,  his  children,  would  have  been  well  known,  and  more 
likely  still  that  there  would  have  been  other  references  to 
him  in  the  records  other  than  the  bare  notice  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  his  estate.  Is  it  not  more  likely  that  he  was  a 
young  man,  of  legal  age  but  perhaps  not  over  twenty-five, 
a  fact  which  is  reflected  in  the  charge  to  determine  the 
proper  heirs  ?  If  the  guess  at  his  age  is  correct  his  birth 
would  be  1639-1643  which  would  certainly  indicate  that 
the  Andrew  Tucker,  Sr.,  who  died  in  1691  was  his  brother, 
the  administrator  of  1664  then  a  youth  of  22,  born  in  1642. 

Beside  these  his  supposed  brothers  there  were  other 
Tuckers  early  at  Marblehead.  They  were  George  and 
Roger,  the  first  recorded  there  in  December,  1647“  and 
the  second  September,  1651.®  The  first  was  fined  for 
drunkenness  and  the  second  for  living  from  his  wife,  both 
offenses  that  indicate  grown  men  of  a  different  generation 
from  Nicholas  and  Andrew.  George  removed  to  Glouces¬ 
ter  or  at  least  was  there  April  30,  1652  and  Roger  re- 

1  Records  and  Files  of  the  Quarterl3’  Court,  Vol.  3,  pp. 
191-220-263  ;  Vol.  4,  p.  44. 

2  Ibid,  Vol.  1,  pp.  134,  257. 

3  Ibid,  Vol.  1,  p.  246. 
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moved  to  Salem  where  he  died  before  April  28,  1661^ 
when  his  estate  was  administered  bj’  ^Ir.  George  Curwen. 
There  was  no  mention  of  family,  other  children  or  the 
deserted  wife. 

Knowing  that  the  early  emigrants  to  Kew  England 
often  came  in  family  groups,  one  is  tempted  to  assume  that 
George  and  Roger  Tucker  perhaps  brothers,  perhaps  cou¬ 
sins,  arrived  at  Marblehead  with  their  wives.  Perhaps 
Roger  had  a  family  and  they  perished  in  the  hardships 
of  a  new  world ;  perhaps  he  never  had  children.  If 
Kicholas  and  Andrew  were  children  of  George  they  would 
have  had  to  fend  for  themselves  early  with  their  uncle  (?) 
dead  and  their  father  away.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  would  be  easy  to  see  why  Andrew,  even  though  only  22, 
was  chosen  administrator;  there  was  no  one  else  in  Mar¬ 
blehead. 

Another  circumstance  whieh  would  tend  to  indicate 
that  Andrew  Tucker,  the  administrator  of  1664,  was  a 
young  man  and  the  only  one  of  the  name  left  in  Marble¬ 
head  after  the  death  of  Nicholas  is  the  absence  of  any 
reference  in  the  Marblehead  records.  It  is  not  until  Oct. 
7,  1674,  ten  years  after  the  administration  of  Nicholas’s 
estate  that  the  name  appears.® 

A  final  piece  of  evidence  pointing  toward  the  same  con¬ 
clusion  is  the  perpetuation  of  the  names  George  and 
Nicholas  through  several  generations  of  the  descendants 
of  Andrew  Tucker  Sr.  His  second®  son  was  Nicholas  and 
his  eldest  grandsons  were  named  Nicholas  and  George,  and 
both  names  were  preserved  among  his  descendants  for 
many  generations. 

It  is  only  too  evident  how  tentative  must  be  any  con¬ 
clusions  regarding  the  Tucker  family  at  Marblehead.  My 
guess  (it  can  hardly  be  called  otherwise)  is  that  George 
was  the  father  of  Andrew  Tucker  Sr.,  and  my  hope  is  that 
these  notes  may  afford  some  one  else  a  starting  point  for 
a  more  successful  investigation  of  the  origins  of  the 
Tuckers  at  Marblehead. 

4  Ibid,  Vol.  1,  p.  323. 

5  Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  I.XIX,  p.  279. 

6  He  is  presumed  to  be  the  second  son ;  the  order  of 
births  is  unknown. 
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Formerly  in  the  Middle  Precinct  of  Salfm, 
Later  Known  as  the  South  Parish  of  Danvers 


By  Bessie  Raymond  Buxton 


{Continued  from  Volume  LXXXVII,  page  207) 

At  the  next  parish  meeting  on  June  24th,  1754,  it  was 
voted  to  accept  Mr.  Prescott’s  proposals,  also  that  they 
would  call  and  settle  another  minister  “as  soon  as  may  be.” 
On  the  15th  of  July,  1754,  they  voted  to  call  Mr.  Aaron 
Putnam  to  be  their  minister  and  pay  him  eighty  ix»unds, 
lawful  money,  as  his  salary,  and  for  his  settlement,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lawfull  money  if  he  accepted 
the  call.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  inform  ^Ir.  Put¬ 
nam^  of  these  arrangements  and  request  him  to  come  “as 
soon  as  may  be.”  But  Mr.  Putnam  decided  not  to  accept 
the  call,  and  at  the  August  parish  meeting,  another  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  “to  joyn  with  Mr.  Prescott  in  the 
choice  of  3  or  5  indifferent  men  To  be  by  them  mutually 
chosen,  or  to  a  Council  that  may  be  hereafter  agreed  upon 
&  Chosen  to  ordain  a  pastor  over  us  or  otherwise  as  the 
sd  Comittee  &  Mr.  Prescott  Shall  agree  To  make  finall 
Settlement  of  all  matters  &  things  Xow  in  Controversy 
Which  he  Calls  not  yett  adjusted:  &  that  the  committee, 
Daniel  Epes  Esq.  Mr.  Joseph  Osborn,  Mr.  Xathan  Proc¬ 
tor,  Capt.  John  Procter,  Mr.  Jasper  Xeedham,  Mr. 
Daniel  Marble  &  Lieut  :t  Samuel  King  Be  &  hereby  fully 
authorized  &  Impowered,  in  &  by  or  Either  of  the  Ways 
above  mentioned  to  make  a  full  &  final  Settlement  of  the 
same  &  that  the  Inhabrt  of  sd  Parish  Will  Stand  &  abide 
by  the  sd. Settlement  that  shall  be  by  them  so  made  And 
that  the  sd.  Committee  be  Desired  to  proceed  on  the  affair 
as  soon  as  may  be.  John  Ejies,  P.  Clerk.” 

On  March  18,  1755 — “Voted  To  Give  John  Epes 
Twenty  Shillings  for  past  Services  as  Clerk.  To  Give 
John  Procter  Twenty  Shillings  for  Serveing  Treasuror 

7  Rev.  Aaron  Putnam,  b.  Reaclinf?,  1733,  son  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Putnam;  Harvard,  1752  ;  died  in  Pomfret,  Conn.  1813. 
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for  the  year  Iiisuiii"  or  this  present  year.  Voted  To  Give 
Lieut.  Sam’ll  King  twelve  Shillings  for  his  Service  as 
Clark  this  insuing  year  or  present  year.” 

At  a  Leagal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  ye  South  Parish 
in  Danvers  Dec.  ye  1st,  1755.  It  being  put  to  vote  whither 
the  Inhabitants  Will  act  on  the  first  claws  in  the  warant  to 
apply  any  part  of  ye  money  raised  Last  March  to  any  perticku- 
lar  use  at  this  time  &  it  past  in  ye  Negative  it  being  put  to 
vote  whither  sd  Inhabitants  will  rais  money  to  repair  the 
Meeting  House  at  this  time  &  it  past  in  ye  Negative  it  being 
put  to  vote  whither  ye  Inhabitants  Shall  have  Liberty  to 
repair  the  Meeting  House  by  a  Subscription  &  it  past  in  ye 
affirmative  Voted  that  there  be  a  New  Com:te  to  Treat  with 
the  reverand  Mr.  Benj  :a  Prescott  in  the  Room  of  Mrsr. 
Daniel  Epes  Esq.,  Mr.  Joseph  Osborn,  Mr.  Nathan  Procter, 
Capt.  John  Procter,  Mr.  Jasper  Needham,  Mr.  Daniel  Mar¬ 
ble,  Lieut  Samdl  King  Voted  there  be  5  men  on  ye  above 
sd.  Com:te  Voted  for  a  Com:te  Gidian  Foster,  Mr.  Jona¬ 
than  Tarbell,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Jacobs,  Mr.  Thomas  Porter, 
Ens.  Ezekiel  Marsh  be  above  Said  Com  :te 

SamTl  King,  Clark 

The  inhabitants  would  not  impower  this  committee  to 
make  a  final  settlement  with  ^Ir.  Prescott  and  another 
and  larger  committee  was  appointed  on  Jan.  19,  1756, 
“to  make  a  Settlement  with  ye  Rev:d  !Mr.  Prescott  of  all 
matters  &;  things  now  in  Dispute  between  him  and  his 
Parish  when  they  have  so  done  to  Lay  the  same  before 
the  Inhabitants  of  sd.  Parish  for  their  acceptance  &  in 
Case  ye  sd.  Inhabrts  do  not  accept  of  ye  Settlement  That 
then  ye  Com  :te  Shall  be  &  are  Hereby  Impowered  to 
agree  Avith  Mr.  Prescott  in  ye  Choyce  of  3  or  5  Indifferant 
men  to  make  a  Settlement  of  the  Same  and  that  .ye  De¬ 
termination  or  award  of  ye  ^lajor  part  of  them  Shall  be  a 
full  (k  finall  Determination  of  ye  Settlement  Between  ^ilr. 
Prescott  and  said  Parish  of  all  Differances  Betw’een  them 
and  that  ye  Inha  :ts  of  sd.  Pax’ish  will  Indamnify  &  Save 
Harmless  The  Said  Comrte  in  their  Transactions  in  ye 
above  said  Buisiness.  Sam’ll  King,  P.  Clark” 

^larch  15,  1756 — Voted  to  raise  one  Hundred  Pounds  Law- 
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full  money  with  what  hath  been  already  voted  to  make  up 
the  Deficiency  of  Mr.  Prescotts  Salery  at  ye  same  rate  that 
ye  Court  of  Gen’l  Sessions  Comj)ute(l  it  att  pr  year  Voted 
That  ye  Treasurer  be  paid  Twentyfour  Shillings  for  his  Serv¬ 
ice  this  year  Voted  That  ye  Clerk  be  paid  Sixteen  Shillings 
for  his  Service  this  year  Voted  Thos  Goldtwait  be  Saxton 
this  year. 

October  18.  1756 — It  being  put  To  vote  Whither  the  In¬ 
habitants  will  give  the  Rev  :d  Mr.  Benj  :n  Prescott  ti405  L.m. 
agreable  to  the  advice  &  Result  of  an  Acclesiastical  Council 
held  in  ye  Parish,  on  the  20th  of  Sept:  last  Viz:  One  half 
of  sd.  £405  in  six  Months  from  the  sd;  20th  Day  of  Se]):r 
last  &  to  Compleat  the  Remaining  half  part  of  sd  Sum  in  12 
^Months  from  the  sd.  20th  Day  of  Sept:  last — Provided  that 
the  sd  Mr.  Prescott  will  Immediately  ask  a  Dismission  from 
his  Pastorall  office  in  sd.  Parish  of  the  Chui-ch  &  this  Coun¬ 
cil  &  Likwise  Give  the  sd  Parish  a  full  &  finall  Discharge 
from  all  Arrearages  For  all  time  ])ast  to  this  time — Past  in  ye 
Affirmative  At  the  adjournment  of  the  Meeting  Octob:r 
26th  1756  at  the  Meeting  House  Voted  agreeable  to  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  sd  Council,  That  the  Rev:d  Mr.  BenJ:n  Prescott  be 
&  hereby  is  Excused  for  himself  &  with  all  the  Land  &  In¬ 
terest  in  this  Parish,  Xow  under  his  Immediate  Improve¬ 
ment  &  while  they  are  so.  From  all  Parish  Taxes  Dureing 
his  Xaturall  life — 

Voted  To  raise  Two  Hundred  &  Twenty  pounds  Lawfull 
Money  on  the  Polls  &  Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Parish,  to  pay  the  Rev:  Mr:  Benj  :m  Prescott.  &  to  Compleat 
the  sd.  sum  of  Four  Hundred  &  five  pounds  Lawfull  Money 
agreeable  to  the  advice  of  Sd.  Council  &  agreeable  to  the 
above  sd.  vote,  Relateing  to  the  payment  of  the  Same,  and 
the  Overplus  (if  any  be)  To  i)e  to  the  use  of  the  Parish. 

Xov.  16,  1756 — The  Report  of  the  Committee  (Viz)  :  Mes- 
seurs  Malachi  Felton,  Jonathan  Tarble.  Ezekiel  Marsh  Jun  :r. 
Gideon  Forster,  Ebenezer  Jacobs  &  John  Epes:  Is  as  fol¬ 
lows  (Viz)  :  that  said  Mr.  Prescott  will  Take  Bonds  on 
Interest  for  the  sum  of  £405 ;  L.M.  one  half  of  sd  sum  in  six 
Months  from  the  20th  day  of  Se])tember  Last  &  the  other 
half  of  said  sum  in  Twelve  months  from  the  sd.  20th  of  Sej)- 
tember  last. 

Voted — To  secure  the  payment  of  £405  L.^I.  to  the  Rev : 
Mr.  Benjamin  Prescott  by  Bonds  on  Lawfull  Interest  untill 
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paid  Viz :  one  Bond  for  the  Half  of  sd.  sum,  from  the  20th 
day  of  Septem ;  Last,  sd.  Bond  to  be  payable  in  six  months 
&  the  other  Bond  for  the  Remaining  half  of  sd.  sum  To 
Bear  Date  on  the  20th  Day  of  September  &  to  be  payable  in 
Twelve  Months  from  the  Date  thereof.  Provided  that  the 
sd.  Mr:  Prescott  Does  Immediately  on  the  Executing  sd. 
Bonds  ask  a  Dismission  of  the  Church  in  sd.  Parish  from 
his  pastorall  office  &  also  give  sd.  Parish  a  full  &  final  Dis¬ 
charge  from  all  arrearages  Dues  &  Demands  for  all  Time 
past  to  this  time. 

Voted — that  Mr.  Samuel  Felton,  Daniel  Epes  Jun:r,  Mr. 
Gideon  Foster,  Deacon  Felton,  Mr.  Daniel  Jacobs  &  Mr. 
Jonathan  Kettle  be  Desired  &  Impowered,  in  the  name  & 
Behalf  of  sd:  Parish,  to  Become  bound  &  give  Bonds  to  sd. 
Mr.  Prescott  on  the  Conditions  Above  mentioned  &  here¬ 
tofore  voted  &  that  the  Parish  will  Indemnify  &  save  Harm¬ 
less  the  sd.  Mr.  Samuel  Felton,  Mr.  Daniel  Epes  Jun  :r,  Mr. 
Gideon  Forster,  Deacon  Felton,  Mr.  Daniel  Jacobs  &  Mr. 
Jonathan  Kettle  &  that  They  &  Each  of  them  shall  Hereby 
be  Secured  &  Saved  Harmless  By  the  said  Inhabitants  from 
any  fine,  forfeiture  Cost  or  Damage  whatsoever.  That  may 
arise  or  Happen  to  them  or  Either  of  them  by  Reason  of  the 
Non  payment  of  sd:  Bonds  according  to  the  True  Intent  & 
meaning  thereof. 

John  Epes,  Clerk  pro.tem. 
Nov.  29,  1756.  Voted — That  ye  Inha:  will  Provoid  Preach¬ 
ing  in  sd  Parish  this  winter  Season  as  often  as  they  Can 
conveniently  procure  a  man  or  men  Voted  That  there  be  a 
contribution  till  March  next  to  pay  ye  man  or  men  that  be 
Inij)loyed  to  Preach  the  Gospel  in  sd  Parish  till  next  March 
meeting  Ensuing  &  that  each  person  mark  the  money  he  or 
She  Shall  Contribute  &  ye  Deficiency  to  be  made  up  (if  any 
there  be)  out  of  )’e  Treasury  and  that  ye  parish  Com:tee 
take  account  of  ye  Persons  and  the  sums  of  money  they  Con¬ 
tribute  &  ye  sums  to  be  accounted  to  each  person  as  so  much 
paid  towards  the  Support  of  ye  Gospell,  and  to  be  accounted 
their  tax  for  the  Same  of  part  thereof  according  to  what 
they  may  be  taxed  for  ye  Purpose  above  said  uutill  March 
next. 

Voted — That  the  Charge  of  ye  Late  Councill  convened  in 
ye  South  Parish  Sept.  1756  amounting  to  ye  Sum  of  one 
Hundred  and  Eighteen  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  one 
peuey  be  paid  by  a  tax  on  the  Inha:  of  sd.  Parish.  (This 
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sum,  in  the  Old  Tenor  amounted  to  only  fifteen  pounds,  six 
shillings  and  eight  pence  in  Lawful  Money). 

After  the  dissolution  of  his  pastoral  relations,  Mr. 
Prescott  continued  to  reside  in  the  parish  in  the  home  at 
72  Central  Street,  which  Sir  William  Pepperell  built  in 
1750  for  his  sister,  ^Irs.  Prescott,  lie  published  a  “Letter 
to  the  First  Church  in  Salem"’  in  1735 ;  a  sermon  “Right 
Hand  of  Fellowship”  delivered  at  the  ordination  of  Rev. 
John  Sparhawk  at  the  First  Church  in  Salem  in  1736; 
and  in  1768,  at  the  age  of  81,  “A  Free  and  calm  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  unhappy  misunderstanding  &  debates 
between  G.  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies.”  He  died 
“of  a  violent  fever"’  ^lay  28,  1777,  in  his  90th  year  and 
is  buried  in  the  little  burial  place  on  Tremout  Street,  on 
his  own  land,  in  company  with  his  three  wives,  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren  and  their  wives  and  husbands. 
The  last  burial  there  was  in  1809. 

Prescott  Tomb  Burials. 

Tremoxt  Street,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Prescott,  d.  May  27,  1777. 

Elizabeth  H.  Prescott 

d.  March  20,  1723  First  wife. 

Mercy  Gibbs  Prescott 

d.  Dec.  18,  1744  Second  wife. 

Mary  Pepperell  Prescott 

d.  April  18,  1766  Third  wdfe. 

Benjamin  Prescott,  son  of  Benjamin  & 

Elizabeth  d.  Aug.  18,  1778 

Rebecca  Minot,  his  wife  d.  Oct.  8,  1761 

John  b.  Aug.  2,  1718,  d.  Aug.  3,  1718 

Hannah  Prescott,  wife  of 

Capt.  Daniel  Eppes  d.  Sept.  18,  1769 
Capt.  Daniel  Eppes  d.  1780 

Sarah  Prescott,  b.  Jan.  29.  1723  d.  !May  12,  1723 
Henry  Prescott,  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin  &  !Mercy  Gibbs 
Prescott,  b.  July  19,  1735 
d.  Jan.  19,  1736 
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Henry  Gibbs,  husband  of  ^lercv  Prescott,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  <&:  Rebecca,  d.  1794,  aged  45  years. 

Mercy  Prescott  Gibbs,  died  1809.  She  was  the  last  to  be 
buried  in  the  tomb. 

In  the  northwest  comer  of  the  lot  lies  the  body  of  a  negro 
woman,  a  slave  in  the  household  of  Rev.  Benjamin 
Prescott.  It  was  the  wish  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Prescott 
that  any  member  of  the  South  Church  have  burial 
rights  outside  the  tomb. 

Benjamin  Prescott’s  Will. 

I.  Benjamin  Prescott  of  Danvers  in  the  County  of  Essex 
in  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England, 
Esq.  though  weak  in  Body,  yet  through  the  great  Goodness 
of  God  of  sound  mind  and  memory.  Do  for  the  Disposal  and 
Settlement  of  what  worldly  Estate  it  hath  pleased  God 
graciously  to  give  me,  make  and  ordain  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  in  Form  and  Manner  following,  viz : 

Imprimis,  I  will  that  about  sixteen  poles  of  Land,  lying 
in  Danvers  aforesaid  at  the  Southwesterly  Corner  of  my 
Pasture  commonly  called  the  Hill,  and  where  m}-  Tomb  is 
already  built  be  set  apart,  and  I  do  hereby  set  the  same  apart 
to  lye  forever  for  a  burying  Place  for  myself  and  Descend¬ 
ants  &  such  others  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  admit  to  bury 
their  Dead  there. 

Item,  I  will  that  the  Charges  of  a  decent  Funeral,  and  all 
my  just  Debts  and  all  such  Sums  of  money  I  stand  bound 
for  the  Payment  of  as  Surety  for  my  son  Benjamin  be  well 
paid  and  dischar’d  by  my  Executors  out  of  my  Estate  and  I 
hereby  empower  my  Executors  to  sell  so  much  of  my  real 
Estate  as  they  shall  find  necessary  for  said  Purpose, 

Item,  I  will  and  bequeath  one  Quarter  Part  of  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  my  Estate  after  said  charges  &  Debts  are  paid, 
to  my  son  Benjamin  Prescott  to  be  to  him  and  his  Heirs 
forever. 

Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Henry  Prescott  the 
one  half  of  the  sd.  Remainder  of  my  Estate,  including  all 
such  pieces  of  Plate  his  Mother  brought  to  me  and  such  other 
Articles  of  Houshold  Furniture  his  Mother  brought  to  me  as 
he  shall  choose  to  have  to  be  to  him  and  his  Heirs  forever, 
he  paying  or  causing  to  be  paid  to  my  Dear  Daughter  in 
Law  Mrs.  Dorothy  Clifford  twenty  pounds,  which  I  here  will 
and  bequeath  to  her  as  a  token  of  my  Love. 
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Item,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  thirteen  grand  children, 
the  children  of  my  dear  Daughters  Hannah  &  Elizabeth  de¬ 
ceased,  one  quarter  of  said  Eemainder  of  my  Estate  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them,  to  be  to  them  and  their  Heirs 
forever.  And  my  Will  is,  that  no  account  shall  be  taken  or 
Consideration  had,  in  the  Settlement  of  my  Estate,  of  what 
I  advanced  to  my  said  two  Daughters  in  their  Life  Time  or 
to  my  said  two  sons. 

Lastly,  I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  two  sons  Ben¬ 
jamin  &  Henry  joint  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament.  In  Witness  whereof,  I  set  hereunto  my  Hand 
and  Seal  this  14th  Day  of  September  Anno  Domini  1772. 

Signed,  sealed  &  declared  to  be  his  last  Will  and  Testament 
by  Benjamin  Prescott  Esqr.  in  presence  of  us. 

Nathan  Holt 

Abel  Osborne  Benjamin  Prescott. 

Benj’a  Foster 


IinVEXTORY 


An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Benjamin  Prescott,,  Esq. 
late  of  Danvers  deceased,  taken  this  4th  Day  of  June,  1777, 
by  us  the  Subscribers  (a  Committee  appointed  for  that  Pur¬ 
pose  by  the  Hon’ble  Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills  &c  for  the 
County  of  Essex)  as  shewn  to  us  by  the  Executors  to  the  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  said  deceased. 


Mansion  House  of  the  deceased  with  about  2% 
acres  of  Land  adjoining  and  other  Buildings 
thereon. 

Gardner’s  House  (so  called)  with  about  fifteen 
acres  of  Land  adjoining  and  other  Buildings 
thereon. 

Hill  Pasture  &  Mowing  Land  adjoining  ab’t  10 
acres 

South  Side  Pasture  (so  called)  in  Salem  con¬ 
taining  ab’t  80  Acres 

Burditt’s  &  Shute’s  Bond  Interest  due  from 
March  20th,  1777  for 

Due  on  Phin.  Wait’s  Note  March  31st  1777  be¬ 
sides  Interest  from  said  Date 

Eleazar  Spaffords’  do  Ap’l  4th  1774  besides  In¬ 
terest  from  sd.  Date 

Malachi  Felton’s  do.  March  26th,  1764 — ^besides 
Interest  from  sd.  Date 


£500-  0-  0 

400-  0-  0 
110-  0-  0 
240-  0-  0 
74-  0-  0 
15-  2-  1 
0-  3-  8 
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Note  of  Asa  Vorse  on  Interest  dated  June  29th, 

1776  for  12-10- 

Alpheus  Xewton  on  Interest  dated  Feb’y  25th 

1777  for  5-12-  4 

Jon’a  Eussel  jun’r  on  Interest  Dated  June  1st 

1774  for  0-18- 

Cash  in  Silver  &  Gold,  £8.12.11.  In  Paper  Cur¬ 
rency.  43.0.3.  51-13-  2 

7  Gold  Rinfrs  &  1  pr.  do.  Sleeve  Buttons  W’t  16 
pwt.  8  Gr.a  5 /I  4.  3.  0 

Plate  including  Shoe  &  knee  Buckles  W’t  221 
oz.  a  71  77.  7- 

1  Hat  with  a  Case  36/1  old  do.  6/.  2  Wiggs 
&  1  Box  20/  3.  2- 

1  great  Coat  24/  1  Close  do.  53/4d.  1  ditto  18/ 

Velvet  jacket  &  Breeches  42/  6.17.  4 

5  old  garments  28/2  Waist  coats  4/  best  Gown 
36/1  do.  10/  3.18- 

1  Cloke  6  /  1  pr.  new  Shoes  9/.  1  Velvet  Cap  5/. 

2  pr.  Gloves  1/  1.  1- 

2  Linen  Shirts  36  /.  4  Cotton  &  Linen  do.  42  /.  2 

ditto  10/ 6  Caps  3/  4.11- 

1  Cam.  &  2  silk  Hank’fs.  12/.  2  Neck  Cloths  & 

1  Stock  5/.  0-17- 

1  pr.  Silk  Stockings  2  /.  1  do.  ribbed  worsted  do. 

8/.  4  pr.  black  ditto  10 /  1-0-0 

3  pr.  white  yarn  do.  6/6.  1  pr.  Cotton  &  1  pr. 

Tow  4/6  0-11-  0 

Library  £30-  0-  6 

1  PeM'  in  Mr.  Holt’s  Meeting  House  180  /  39-  0-  6 

1  Horse  £14-  4  Cows  £26-  4  Sheep  with  their 

Lambs  £6  46 - 

1  Swine  54 /  old  chaise  &  Harness  42  /  42 - 

1  Plough  10/1  Spade  8/  5.14 — 

1  Iron  Crow  10  /  Horse  Tackling  12  /  old  Cart 

&  Wheels  20/  old  Saddle  14/  2.16- 

2  forks  &  1  Hay  Hook  4/1  Shovel  1/2  pr. 

Scales,  W.ts  &  Lead  20/  1-  5- 

Fetters  2/3  Hoes  3/1  Sc3"the  2/  pt.  old  Clock 
&  Case  3/  1  Ax  1/6  0-11-  6 

Old  Windows  &  broken  Glass  11/  old  Iron  30/ 
old  Brass  &  Copper  12/  2-13 — 


Salt  Fish  13/6.  Salt  10/.  Pork  26/  flour  25/ 
Sugar  60 / 


6-14-  6 
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Eise  12/  Soap  20/  Potatoes  20/4  Calf  Skins  16/  3-  8 — 

9  Bush.  Indian  36/21/2-  do.  Eye  12/6.  1  do. 

Malt  4/  Feathers  5/4  2-17-10 

Cotton  Wool  4/2  Barrels  Cyder  36/1  Case  with 

10  Bottles  &  2  Q’tts  oil  12/  2-12— 

9  Cyder  Barrels  18/3.  Meat  ditto  6/.  4  Whole 

14/1  Beer  cag  1/  1-19 — 

dry  Casks  18/  old  Boxes  4/  Cheese  press.  Tub, 

Churn  &  Tongs  8/.  1-10 — 

1  Silver  Watch  48/1  pr.  Spectacles  3/.  2  Eazors 
&  Sope  3/6  2-14-  6 

1  Velvet  Brush  1/.  Money  Scales  &  Weights  6/. 

Box  &  Wafers  1  /  0-  8 — 

Tobacco  Box  &  Tongs  5  /.  Gunters  Scale  3 /6. 

1  Matz.o  print  glass’d  4/  0-12-  6 

Ink  pot.  Jug  &  brass  pen  2  /  Pocket  Book,  Purse 

&  Tobacco  Box  4/  0-  6 — 

1  Small  Trunk  5/.  1  Ivory  Book  2/4.  3  pr. 

White  Gloves  1  /4.  0-  8-  8 

1  Walnut  Desk  60/.  1  Ditto  Table  24/.  1  small 

do.  8/  1  maple  ditto  8 /  5 - 

1  Looking  Glass  70/.  1  arm’d  &  9  Leather  Chairs 

50/  6 - 

1  Case  with  5  Bottles  7/1  Looking  Glass  80  / 

1  large  Walnut  Table  36/.  6-  3 — 


£1718.16.  7 

10  Caneback  Chairs  80/1  Japan  Tea  Table  7/  4.  7.  G 

8  Maps  12/3  Waiters  4/6.  1  Japan  cooler  6/. 

2  ditto  bowls  1  /.  1-  3-  6 

brass  Handirons  with  Iron  Shovel  &  Tongs  12  / 

small  do.  Tongs  sh.  15/.  1.  7 — 

brass  Handirons.  fire  cover.  Shovel  &  Tongs  40 /. 

Iron  Sh.  Tongs  &  2.  0.  0 

Handirons  with  brass  knobs  8 /.  brass  Handirons 

10/.  1  Gl’d  Lantern  7/.  1.  5 — 

1  Looking  Glass  20/1  Japann’d  Stand  2/.  1 
arm’d,  1  round  about  &  7  Slat  back  chairs  with 

3  Cushions  30/.  1  large  Case  w’th  11  Bottles 

60/  4.10— 

681/^  Wt.  best  Pewter  91  /4.  50  Wt.  old  ditto  50/  7.  1.  4 

1  close  Stool  pan  2/6.  1  Wooden  Mortar  2/.  1 

Copper  dripping  pan  8/.  0.12.  6 
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I  do.  Fish  Kettle  10 /.  Tea  Kettle  1  /6.2  Iron 
ditto  7/6.  0.19.- 

1  Bell  Metal  Pot  8/.  2  Iron  ditto  10/.  1  Copper 

Kettle  30/  2.  8— 

2  brass  ditto  28 /.  1  Coffee  Mill  3/.  1  Spider  8  d. 

2  flat  Irons  6/.  1.17.  8 

1  large  Bell  Metal  Skillet  10/.  2  old  do.  2 /.  1 

brass  Mortar  2/  0.14.- 

2  Ironing  Boxes,  2  Heaters  &  1  Grate  6/.  1  Iron 

dripping  Pan  2  /  0.18.- 

1  frying  Pan  6/.  1  Gridiron  3/.  2  Spits  5 /6. 

Toast’g  Iron  4/.  0.18.  6 

1  fender  1  /6.  1  pr.  large  Handirons  12 /.  1  pr. 
small  ditto  3/6.  0.17.- 

3  Trammels  12/.  fire  Slice  &  Tongs  4/.  8  brass 

Candlesticks  20/.  1.16- 

Snuffers  &  Stand  2  /.  Shaving  Bason  &  Chaffing 
Dish  3/.  0.  5- 

1  Warming  Pan  7/.  old  brass  Bellows  2/.  1 
Coffee  Pot  2/.  0.11- 

1  Jack  4/.  1  Hand  ditto  8  d.  1  Bell  1/6.  brass 
Ladle  &  Skimmers  4/.  0.10.  2 

1  Hone  1  /6.  4  files  1  /6.  4  Table  Eims  1  /6.  1 
Whetstone  2/.  0.  6.  6 

1  small  Iron  Skillet  1  /6.  Knives  &  Forks  with 

the  Basket  10/.  0.11.  6 

Wool  carder  1/.  brass  Hand  Bason  3/.  5  Buckets 

6  /.  0.10- 

26  Tart  &  23  Cake  Pans  6/.  1  Spice  Canister  2/. 

3  Tea  ditto  3/.  0.11- 

Fily(?)  &  Skewers  2/.  2  Stone  Juggs  &  do. 

Pickle  Pots  10/.  flour  Box  6d,  0.12.  6 

Tin  Coffee  Pot  1  /6.  knot  Bowl  &  Mortar  1  /6.  9 
Chairs  12/.  0.15- 

Boxes  &  knife  case  1/4.  large  Wooden  Table  4/. 

Smaller  ditto  1  /.  0.  6.  4 

2  pr.  Steeh’ards  12  /.  Table  and  other  Brushes 

1  /6.  Candle  Moulds  2  /.  0.15.  6 

2  Large  Trunks  6/.  2  old  ditto  2/.  1  easy  chair 

10/.  meal  Baggs  4/.  1.  2.- 

1  Woollen  Wheel  5/.  1  Linen  ditto  4/.  Clock 
Keel  1/.  2  pr.  Wool  Cards  8/.  0.18 — 


1  old  arm’d  &  6  Caneback  chairs  12/.  Chest  of 
Draws  in  Pieses  3/. 


0.15.- 
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2  Meal  Chests  5/.  a  bread  Trough  &  Tray  2/. 

1  Looking  Glass  8/.  0.15.- 

old  Turkey  Chairs  10/.  old  chest  with  Draws  8/. 

Table  5/.  1-  3.- 

Tin  Candle  Box  lOd.  1  pr.  Curtain  Rods,  Rails 

&  other  odd  ones  6/.  0.  6.10 

1  Looking  Glass  80/.  curl’d  maple  Table  »S:  Case 

of  Drawers  80/.  8.  0-  0 

8  China  Chairs  72/.  1  Trunk  4/.  5  Pictures  & 

2  Sconses  20/.  4.16.  0 

Red  China  Bed  60/.  green  Camblet  do.  30/.  1 

Looking  Glass  3/.  4.13.- 

Table  &  Case  with  Drawers  22/.  1  Desk  36/.  1 

Trunk  3/4  3.  1.  4 

2  Delph  Bowls  3  /.  1  China  ditto  3  /.  1  small 

ditto  1  /6.  0.  7.  6 

4  crack’d  ditto  3/.  1  scollop  ditto  2/.  1  puzzling 

Mug.  1/.  0.  6.- 

4  flower  Pots  1  /6.  1  China  do.  1  /6.  2  Sugar 

bowls  2  /.  0.  5 — 

Candle  cup  &  Ladle  1  /3.  3  Butter  Saucers  2  /8. 

Cream  pot  9  d.  0.  4.  8 

12  burnt  China  Cups  &  Saucers  &  Teapot  4/. 

Cups  &  Saucers  6/.  0.10- 


£1785.10.11 


4  Gallipots  1  /4.  2  small  Pickle  Pots  1  /6.  6  Tart 

Pans  2 /.  0.  4.10 

2  Stone  Tea  Pots  6  d.  1  do.  Strainer,  Bowl,  cups 
&  Saucers  11  d.  0.  1.  5 

1  pr.  ditto  Batter  Cups  1  /8.  6  Cream  colour’d 

Dishes  16  /.  9  do.  Plates  6  /.  1.  3.  8 

1  ditto  Teapot  15  d.  1  pr.  delph  Porringers  1  /. 

3  delph  Dishes  crack’d  1  /.  0.  3.  3. 

1  pr.  ditto  pudding  Dishes  2/.  1  delph  ditto  1  /. 

Sallet  do.  8  d.  0.  3.  8 

6  ditto  Plates  2/.  9  join’d  ditto  1  /6.  1  pr.  burnt 

China  pudding  Dishes  16/.  2.14- 

1  doz.  do.  Plates  36  /.  1  blue  &  white  China  pud¬ 
ding  Dish  2/.  13  ditto  Plates  16/.  2.14.- 

7  Decanters  14 /.  1  pr.  Vinegar  Crewets  1  /.  1  pr. 

Salts  1/.  0.16- 

1  pr.  blue  glass  Muggs  1  /.  1  beer  &  6  wine 

Glasses  7/.  16  Jellies  &  2  Stands  7/.  0.15- 
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5  Tumblers  &  1  Canister  4/6  Pipes  1/3  Baskets 
&  Conts.  3/ 

42  Glass  Bottles  6/.  2  Milk  pans  5/2  large  ear. 
Pots  lOd 

1  feather  Bed,  Bolster  &  Pillows,  Wt.  60  tt. 
60/  Bedstead  24/ 

1  do.  Bed  &  Bolster,  Wt.  52  tt.  43/4.  L  do.  Bed, 
Bolster  &  pillows,  Wt.  59  tt.  59/ 

1  Bedstead  14 /.  1  Down  Bed,  Bolster  &  Pillows, 
Wt.  73  tt.  168/ 

1  Bedstead  26/1  carpet  8/  Green  Quilt  36/ 
red  ditto  30/ 

dark  ditto  30/  silk  do.  30/  old  Callico  ditto  6/, 
homespun  Coverlet  14/ 

red  Bug  48/  white  do  36/  best  Blanket  18/ 
1  pr  homes,  do.  24/ 

1  pr.  Bilboa  do  16/1  pr.  odd  do.  24/3  odd  do. 
18 /  Ironing  cloths  1  /6 

3  pr.  new  Cott.  &  Linen  Sheets  90/4  pr.  old 
ditto  40/1  pr.  Cott,  ditto  10/ 

2  pr.  tow  ditto  12/.  5  Cott  &  Lin.  Bolster  Cases 

20/ 

2  pr.  new  ditto  pillow  biers  12  /.  1  pr,  Holland 
sheets  60/ 

3  single  ditto  36/1  pr.  Dowlass  ditto  24/  1  pr/ 
Holland  Bolster  Cas. 

2  pr.  ditto  Pillowbiers  14/3  ditto  single  6/ 
4  old  ditto  2/ 

1  large  Damask  Table  Cloth  36/1  small  ditto 

12/ 

1  large  Diaper  ditto  16/1  old  do.  8/  1  large 
Huckabuck  ditto  20/ 

2  small  diaper  ditto  16 /  2  old  Bird  Eye  ditto  8 / 

3  old  Homespun  diaper  ditto  15/2  new  do.  16/ 
3  small  ditto  12  / 

3  old  do.  8/  1  old  Linen  do.  2/6.  2  old  Diaper 
do.  5/ 

6  Homespun  diaper  Towels  7/8  old  do.  3  / 
Chimney  Cloth  2/ 

10  Linen  Xapkins  16/6  damask  do.  18 / 

6  Diaper  Tea  Cloths  3/2  old  Diaper  Xapkins 
2/6  damask  ditto  24 / 

12  diaper  ditto  18/.  1  do.  Towel  1/6.  6  Linen 
do.  8/.  1  Voider  1/6, 


0.  8- 
0.11-10 

4.  4— 

5.  2-  4 

9 - 

5 - 

4 - 

6-  6— 
2.19-  6 

1.13- 
3,12- 
3-  3— 
1-  2— 
2-  8— 

2-  4— 

1-  4^ 

2-  3— 

0-15-  6 

0-12— 

1-14— 

1-  9— 

1-  9— 
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About  1200  Acres  of  Land  in  Xew  Salem  by 

Estimation  (not  having  seen  it)  480.  0.  0 

A  Tract  of  800  Acres  on  the  East  side  of  Sawco 
River  adjoining  to  Brownfield,  by  Estimation 
(not  having  seen  the  Land)  200.  0.  0 

One  30  Acre  Right  in  Dunstable  Value  at  present 

unknown  - 

£2546.15.11 

Lands  in  Townsend,  Lunenburg,  Leominster  & 

Rutland  Quantity  &  Value  at  present  unknown.  - 

One  Ticket  in  the  United  States  Lottery  - 

An  Interest  of  20  dollars  in  do.  in  Partnership 

with  others  - 

One  Negro  Girl  which  from  Principle  we  set  no 

Value  upon  - 

Benja.  Prescott 
Henry  Prescott  Ex’rs, 

John  Epes 
Henry  Gibbs 
Sylvester  Procter 

Thus  ended  the  unfortunate  pastorate  of  Mr.  Prescott 
which  caused  much  bitterness  in  the  parish  and  has  echoed 
across  the  centuries,  passed  down  by  word  of  mouth,  even 
to  the  present  day. 

The  Parson  Prescott  House 

The  School  and  Minister’s  lot  was  on  Gape  Lane,  now, 
62-72  Central  Street.  From  1636  to  1638  different  grants 
of  five,  ten,  twenty,  thirty  and  forty  acres  were  given  to 
Robert  and  John  Pease.  In  1644,  Margaret  Pease’s  will 
mentions  her  sons,  Robert  and  John,  and  the  same  year,  in 
settlement  of  Robert  Pease’s  estate,  his  wife  Maria  and 
their  sons  Robert  and  John  are  mentioned.  About  1658, 
three  quarters  of  an  acre  is  reserved  for  Robert  Pease, 
on  his  marriage  to  Sara.  This  three  quarters  of  an  acre 
is  confirmed  to  Robert  as  long  as  he  lives  in  Salem.  In 
1692,  Sara,  wife  of  Robert  Pease,  weaver,  was  arrested 
and  put  in  Salem  Goale  for  witchcraft.  But  the  delusion 
was  nearly  at  an  end,  and  she  was  not  executed.  In  1705 
Robert  made  over  all  his  property  to  his  son  Isaac,  and 
Sara  signed  away  her  dower.  Isaac,  on  Feb.  29,  1711, 
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sold  this  homestead  and  land  to  Capt.  John  Gardner.  The 
next  year,  on  March  27th,  Capt.  Gardner  sold  “the  old 
Robert  Pease  house”  for  a  schoolhouse,  to  Abel  Gardner, 
John  Gardner,  Robert  Wilson,  John  Osborne,  Samuel 
Cook,  Samuel  Cook,  Jr.,  William  Osborne,  Jr.,  Henry 
Cook.  Jacob  Reed,  Joseph  Buxton  and  Samuel  Osbonie. 
Here,  Katherine  Daland  taujrht  school  two  or  three  years. 
In  1739,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  new  schoolhouse  here. 
About  1840  this  schoolhouse  was  removed  to  Winter 
Street,  where  it  may  now  (1911)  be  seen,  and  a  new  one 
was  built,  which  in  1857  was  divided,  one  half  remodelled 
into  a  dwellinp:  house  at  62,  the  other  removed  to  16  Tre- 
mont  Street,  where  it  still  stands.  The  Bowditch  School 
was  then  built. 

In  1713,  on  May  21st,  Capt.  John  Gardner  sold  to 
Rev.  Benj.  Prescott  one  half  an  acre  w’hich  he  bought  of 
Isaac  Pease  the  year  before,  the  northern  part  of  the 
schoolhouse  lot.  On  April  4th,  1715,  !Mr.  Prescott  re¬ 
ceived  a  Cottage  Right  for  his  house,  built  in  or  before 
1714,  probably  at  what  is  now  64  Central  Street.  In 
1733,  on  Jan.  24th,  Rev.  Benj.  Prescott  bought  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Gardner  “the  Hill  Pasture”  directly  across  the 
street  from  his  home,  a  part  of  which  he  set  aside  for  a 
burial  place. 

After  his  marriage  to  the  sister  of  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell,  the  latter  built  for  him  the  house  at  72  Central 
Street  (next  to  the  smaller  house  where  he  had  lived  with 
his  first  two  wives,  and  where  his  children  were  born.) 
It  was  a  large  house  of  fifteen  rooms,  with  a  gambrel 
roof  and  much  fine  panelling  and  carving.  The  Parson 
died  on  May  28th.  1777,  and  his  son  Benjamin  died  one 
year  later,  to  a  day.  His  son  Henry,  his  executor,  sold 
“the  ^lansion  House”  April  22,  1782.  to  John  Moriarty, 
Avith  two  acres  and  eighty  poles  of  land.  ^Moriarty  was 
a  merchant,  a  flamboyant  type,  and  is  remembered  chiefly 
for  his  exploit  of  riding  his  favorite  horse,  for  a  boast, 
starting  far  down  in  the  fields,  through  the  back  door  and 
great  entry,  out  the  front  door  and  up  the  opposite  hill 
at  top  speeil.  But  the  following  year,  he  mortgaged  the 
western  and  northern  part  of  the  house  and  garden  to 
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Phineas  Smith,  and  two  years  later,  July  28,  1785,  he 
mortgaged  the  eastern  and  northern  parts  to  James  Annis 
and  the  southern  part  to  Samuel  Phippen.  On  Sept.  17, 
1787,  Phineas  Smith  sold  his  part  of  the  northern  half 
to  James  Annis,  and  Annis  sold  the  northern  half  to 
Jonathan  Osborne,  on  Aug.  7,  1790.  In  1805,  Samuel 
Phippen’s  widow  and  daughter  sold  the  southern  half  to 
Jonas  Stevens,  and  in  1812,  Stevens  sold  it  to  Daniel 
Frye.  In  June,  1815,  Joshua  Buxton  bought  the  southern 
half  from  Daniel  Frye's  heirs,  when  he  married  Mary 
Pope,  of  Salem,  and  here  their  three  children  were  born. 
When  he  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  96,  the  old  house 
became  the  property  of  his  daughter  Mary  Jane,  and  in 
1893,  she  bought  the  northern  half  from  Mrs.  Xancy 
Jane  (Ward)  Moulton,  granddaughter  of  Jonathan  Os¬ 
borne.  At  Mary  Jane's  death,  the  house  was  sold,  and 
most  unfortunately  was  destroyed  by  fire  soon  after  that, 
and  the  Prescott  Apartments  built  on  its  site. 

Rebecca  Prescott’s  Story 

Some  of  Parson  Prescott’s  descendants  inherited  his 
brilliant  mind,  notably  his  granddaughter  Rebecca,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Benjamin  Prescott,  Jr.,  and  Rebecca  Minot. 
Rebecca  Prescott  was  born  in  1742,  pi’obably  in  the  par¬ 
sonage  on  Gap  Lane  (Central  Street).  Little  is  known 
of  her  until  she  was  seventeen,  when  tradition  tells  us  she 
started  on  horseback  one  morning  to  visit  her  aunt,  wife 
of  Rev.  Josiah  Sherman  of  Woburn.  As  she  arrived,  her 
uncle’s  brother,  Roger  Sherman  of  Connecticut,  was  just 
starting  back  to  Xew  Haven.  Rebecca  was  a  beauty  and  a 
fine  horsewoman,  and  Roger  Sherman  promptly  changed 
his  mind  about  going  home.  Although  he  was  a  plain 
man,  a  widower,  more  than  twice  her  age,  his  courtship 
prospered,  and  they  were  married  in  the  Prescott  mansion, 
!May  12,  1763,  by  her  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Prescott,  then  seventy-six  years  of  age. 

Roger  Sherman  was  the  only  man  to  sign  the  four 
great  documents  of  our  country — The  Declaration  of 
Rights  in  1774,  The  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776. 
The  Articles  of  Confederation  in  1777  and  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  Fnited  States  in  1789. 


35G 


HISTORY  OF  THE  SOUTH  CHURCH,  PEABODY 


Rebecca  Sherman  went  to  Connecticut  to  live,  but  much 
of  her  life  was  spent  in  Philadelphia.  When  Gren.  Wash¬ 
ington  ordered  the  new  American  flag  made  by  Betsy 
Ross,  Rebecca  was  privileged  to  sew  some  of  the  stars 
in  place,  and  later  she  made  the  first  flag  ever  made  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut. 

The  Shermans  were  in  Philadelphia  when  independence 
was  declared,  and  Gen.  Washington  gave  a  dinner  to  the 
political  leaders  and  their  wives.  Rebecca  was  then  thirty- 
four  and  a  very  beautiful  woman.  She  wore  a  green 
moire  antique  dress  at  this  dinner,  and  Gen.  Washington, 
always  appreciative  of  feminine  beauty,  took  her  out  to 
dinner,  thus  making  her  guest  of  honor.  This  aroused 
the  envy  and  jealousy  of  Mrs.  Hancock,  w’ho  afterwards 
said  that  she  was  entitled  to  that  distinction.  Inevitably 
Gen.  Washington  heard  of  this  remark  and  resented  it, 
saying  “Whatever  may  be  Mrs.  Hancock’s  sentiments  in 
the  matter,  I  had  the  honor  of  escorting  the  handsomest 
lady  in  the  room.” 

One  of  Rebecca  Sherman’s  daughters  became  the 
mother  of  Roger  Sherman  Baldwin,  Governor  of  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  United  States  Senator;  another,  the  mother  of 
Hon.  Wm.  M.  Evarts.  A  third  daughter  was  the  mother 
of  United  States  Senator  George  Frisbie  Hoar,  who  came 
several  times  to  the  old  Prescott  Mansion  to  stand  in  the 
room  where  his  grandmother  was  married,  and  in  the  little 
room  where  his  great-grandfather  wrote  his  sermons  and 
essays. 

Evidently  it  was  becoming  more  difficult  to  collect  the 
church  rates  for  in  1757  the  warrant  again  contains  the 
threat  to  “sell  at  an  outcry,”  and  this  continued  until 
1786.  The  “wid  :o  Mary  Goldthwaite  was  chosen  to  sweep 
the  meeting  house  this  year,  although  Joseph  Stacy  was  to 
be  Saxton.”  He  continued  in  this  office  until  1778. 

The  condition  of  the  meetinghouse  now  began  to  give 
concern.  It  was  even  “put  to  vote  whither  the  Inhaba- 
tants  w’ill  remove  the  meeting  house,  k  it  past  in  ye  nega¬ 
tive.”  A  committee  was  appointed  to  “view  ye  Meeting¬ 
house  k  report  what  is  Xeedful  or  Xessary  to  be  done 
toward  repairing  ye  Same  k  to  make  report  Have  met  k 
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considered  the  same  &  are  of  oppinion  to  Clabord  ye  East 
End  with  Xew  Clabords  &  to  Glaize  ye  Same  with  Sash 
Glass  also  to  Glaize  the  Front  or  South  side  with  Sash 
Glass  and  Likwise  to  Shingle  ye  Roof  with  Xew  Shingles 
k  that  ye  Dementions  of  the  Glass  be  7  inches  by  9.”  A 
little  later,  notice  was  given  “that  ye  Com:tee  for  repair¬ 
ing  the  MeetingHouse  purposes  to  Begin  sd  woork  on  Mon¬ 
day  Xext  the  26th  Day  of  Sept.  Instant  if  the  weather 
permit  where  any  of  ye  Inh  :ts  who  Can  Lay  Shingles  may 
Come  &  work  (if  they  See  Cause)  and  they  will  be  allowed 
reasonable  wages  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Xext  Tax  raised 
&  also  if  any  of  sd  Inha:s  will  find  Good  Shingle  Xails 
they  will  be  allowed  ye  Comon  Cash  price  for  them  to  be 
paid  as  aforesd.  Ye  sd  Inha:ts  to  find  them  Selves  pro¬ 
vision  &ct.  while  they  work.  Pr.  order  of  ye  Com’te. 

Sam’ll  King,  P.  Clerk.” 

Feb.  27,  1758 — then  given  Jos.  Osborn  Jr.  an  order  for 
2000  of  Shingels  for  the  meeting  House  1-6-8 
May  22,  Given  Benj  :a  Dealand  an  order  for  mending  the 
tarrot  and  hanging  the  Bell  2o /  &  finding  an  Xew  Exeltree 
to  ye  wheel  3-7-4. 

Dec.  1757 — Benjamin  Dealand  Dr.  to  12  Squares  of  Sash 
Glass  Dementions  of  8  by  10  and  4  feet  of  ye  old  Glass  and 
1/4  of  a  Thousand  of  the  Shingels  bought  of  Jon:a  Kettle. 
Thos :  Giles,  Dr.  to  4  feet  of  ye  old  Glass. 

This  year  the  church  began  paying  its  officers,  the 
Treasurer  being  paid  24  shillings  and  the  Clerk  sixteen 
shillings.  An  agreement  was  made  “with  Benj  :a  Dealand 
to  mend  ye  Turrat  of  ye  Meeting  House  &  hang  ye  Bell 
k  bring  all  the  Timber  Stuff  to  Do  ye  Same  &  yt  sd. 
Dealand  to  have  25  shillings  L.M.  for  his  reward.”  In 
these  early  days,  the  bell  w’as  of  great  importance,  as  it 
was  the  only  means  of  calling  people  together  or  sounding 
an  alarm  for  fire. 

The  matter  of  securing  a  minister  to  succeed  Mr.  Pres¬ 
cott  was  now  considered  and  on  Sept.  27,  1757,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Epes,  Jr.,  to  which  Par¬ 
son  Barnard  of  Salem  was  invited.  It  was  voted  to 
choose  Mr.  Josiah  Stearns  and  on  Oct.  10th,  1757,  “It 
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being  put  to  vote  whither  ye  Parish  will  Concur  with  ye 
Vote  of  the  Church  In  the  Choyce  of  Mr.  J osiah  Sterns®  to 
Settle  with  them  in  the  woork  of  the  Gos]>el  Ministry  & 
itt  past  in  ye  affamitive.  Voted  ]\rr.  Josiah  Sterns 
Eighty  Pounds  Lawfull  Mony  pr  year  as  his  Salery  Dur¬ 
ing  the  time  he  Continues  with  us  to  be  our  Minister 
Provoided  he  accept  our  Call.  Voted  to  Provoid  a  Par¬ 
sonage  for  Mr.  Josiah  Sterns  (Viz)  a  Convenient  Dwell¬ 
ing  House  &  Barn  &  Land  Enough  to  keep  two  Cows  & 
one  Horse,  Winter  &  Summer  Provoided  he  Except  our 
Call  and  keep  the  Same  in  Good  repair.  Voted  That  ye 
Parish  Com:t  be  Desired  to  wait  on  Mr.  Sterns  with  a 
Coppy  of  our  Votes  and  to  Desire  his  Answer  thereupon.” 

On  Dec.  26,  1757,  the  records  contain  Mr.  Stearns’ 
answer:  “To  the  Com:tee  Chosen  by  the  South  Parish  in 
Danvers  to  inform  me  of  ye  Votes  of  sd  Parish  respecting 
my  Settling  with  them  in  the  Ministry  k  to  receive  my 
answer  I  give  in  this  to  be  Communicated  (Viz)  That.  I 
don’t  think  that  the  Parish  offers  would  be  a  Sufficient 
Support  espeeialy  in  Case  it  should  happen  in  Providence 
that  my  Family  Should  be  much  enereased  I  therefore 
make  the  following  Proposals  to  the  Parish. 

1.  that  you  provide  me  my  firewood  over  k  above  what 
you  have  alredy  offered  (viz)  20  Cord  att  my  Door  k 

2.  that  you  either  add  6 :13 :4  to  my  yearly  Salery  or 
Give  me  £66 :13 :4  by  way  of  Settlement  which  you 
please. 

In  case  the  Parish  Shall  unanimously  Comply  with  these 
Proposals  it  is  Likely  I  Shall  Settle  with  you. 

Josiah  Stearns. 

A  True  Copy  by  S.  King,  P.  Clerk.” 

Att  A  Leagal  Meeting  of  ye  Inha:  of  ye  South  Parish  in 
Danvers  on  the  26th  day  of  Deer:  1757. 

1.  It  being  put  to  A’ote  whither  ye  Inha:  will  make  any 
further  additions  to  ye  offers  already  made  to  Mr.  .Tosiah 
Stearns  in  order  to  his  Setling  with  them  in  the  Gospell 
ministry  and  itt  past  in  the  Negative. 

8  Itev.  .Tosiah  Stearns,  b.  Billerica,  1731,  son  of  John  and 
Tisther  (.Johnson),  settled  in  Epping,  N.  H.,  1758;  d.  there  1788. 
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2.  It  lieinp  put  to  Vote  whither  the  Tnha :  Will  Make 
any  other  offers  to  Mr.  Josiah  Stearns  in  order  to  his  Setlinj; 
with  them  in  the  Gospell  ministry  (S:  it  past  in  the  Xeirative. 
Feh.  14.  1758.  These  are  to  Notify  the  Inha:  of  ye  South 
Parish  in  Danvers  that  have  woorked  on  the  Meetiiifrllouse 
last  fall  or  found  any  Stuff  or  Xails  towards  the  Pei)airs 
of  «d  House  are  Desired  to  bring  in  their  accompts  to  the 
Com’tee  on  fryday  ye  ■^4th  Instant  who  have  a})pointed  to 
meet  on  sd  Day  att  the  House  of  Mr.  Benja:  Prescott  Jr: 
Inholder  at  Xine  of  ye  Clock  in  the  forenoon.  Pr  order  of 
the  Com  :tee. 

Sam’ll  King,  P.  Clark. 

The  committee  now  began  negotiations  with  the  Rev. 
Nathan  Holt.® 

Att  a  Meeting  of  the  Church  in  the  South  Parish  in  Dan¬ 
vers  August  ye  4th  1758  att  the  House  of  Mr.  Joseph  Osborne 
in  Said  Parish — It  being  Put  to  Vote  whither  the  Church 
will  now  Give  Mr.  Xathan  Holt  a  Call  to  Settle  with  them 
in  the  Gos])ell  Ministry  in  Said  Parish :  i)resen  of  the  Church 
that  were  Yeas 

those  persons  of  the  Church  Daniel  Epes  Esq  :r 

on  this  hand  Did  not  Vote  Ezek.  Goldthwait 

anyway  &  the  reason  they  John  Felton 

Gave  were  they  hade  a  mind  John  Jacobs 

to  hear  further -  Sam’ll  King 

Sam’ll  Felton  Dea.  Cornelius  Cutler 

Dea.  Mala;  Felton  Ezek.  Marsh  Junr; 

James  Goold  Daniel  Epes  Junr:  Esq  :r 

Xathan  Taylor 
Zech :  King 

This  is  to  Notify  the  Inha :  of  the  South  Parish  in  Danvers 
that  they  assemble  together  att  the  Meetingllouse  in  sd 
Parish  on  Monday  the  14th  Day  of  this  Instant  August  att 
four  of  the  Clock  afternoon  to  See  if  ye  Inha:  will  Concur 
the  vote  of  ye  Church  in  said  Pari.sh  in  Calling  Mr.  Xathan 
Holt  to  Settle  with  them  in  the  Gosi)el  ministry — Also  to 
Consider  what  Salery  they  will  Give  the  sd.  Mr.  Holt  and 
what  Settelment  Provoided  he  will  Settle  in  Said  Parish 
or  to  act  and  Do  otherwise  as  the  Inha :  Shall  then  think 

9  Mr.  Holt  was  born  in  Andover,  Feb.  28,  1T25;  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  (leorije  Abbot.  Aug.  4,  175~,  who  died  Dee. 
26,  1797;  he  died  in  Danvers,  Aug.  2,  1792. 
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best  relateing  to  Said  Affairs - Danvers  August  j'e  5th 

175?  Pr.  order  of  ye  Com:tee.  Sam’ll  King,  P.  Clerk. 

N.B.  the  Inha:  are  Desired  to  Attend  the  Meeting  att  the 
above  sd  time  and  place. 

And  at  the  meeting  on  August  14th,  “it  Being  put  to 
Vote  whither  the  luha :  will  Concur  the  Vote  of  ye 
Church  in  Calling  Mr.  Kathan  Holt  to  the  Work  of  ye 
^linistry  among  them  and  it  past  in  the  afarmative,  by 
57  Votes,  against  6 — Voted  to  Give  Mr.  Xathan  Holt 
Eighty  Pounds  L.M.  per  year  for  his  Salery  Dureing  ye 
time  he  remains  our  Minister  provided  he  will  Settle  Avith 
us  in  ye  Gosjiell  Ministry.  Voted  to  Give  Mr.  Nathan 
Holt  150  pounds  L.  ni.  as  a  Settlement  to  be  paid  him  in 
three  A^ears,  Fifty  pounds  annually  provoided  he  Settle 
with  us  in  the  Ministry  &  a  Convenant  House  &  A  Gardd- 
ing  SjKit  k  Barn  room  to  keep  a  Horse  k  a  Cow  un  till 
the  mony  voted  him  for  his  Settlement  is  paid. 

Nov.  27,  1758.  Voted  that  the  ordination  [of  Mr.  Holt] 
be  the  third  day  of  Jan:r  next.  Voted  that  Mr.  Holts 
■Sallery  be  paid  the  one  half  in  Six  months  after  he  Gave 
his  answer  k  the  other  half  at  .ye  End  of  Twelve  months 
irom  that  Time  it  being  put  to  vote  whither  ye  Inha: 
will  pay  Mr.  Holts  Settlement  all  now  and  it  past  in  the 
Negative.  Voted  That  the  Parish  Com:tee  be  Im- 
powered  to  provide  a  House  &ct.  for  Mr.  Holt  agreeable 
to  their  former  vote  till  his  Settlement  be  paid.  Voted 
to  Chuse  a  Com:tee  of  nine  persons  to  provide  Sutable 
Entertainment  for  the  Counsel  Ministers  k  Scollers  on 
the  Ordination  Day  at  .ye  Charge  of  .ye  Parish.  The 
Com:tee  Chosen  were  ye  Parish  Com:tee  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  Dea.  Cornelius  Cutler,  Dea.  Mallachi  Felton,  Mr. 
Nathan  Proctor  k  Mr.  Daniel  Jacobs.” 

Extract  from  a  journaP®  of  Samuel  Gardner,  1759, 
about  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Mr.  Holt.  Deacon  Pickering 
(of  Salem)  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Timothy  Pickering. 
Both  men  were  celebrated  for  firmness  and  decision  of 
character. 

“Jan.  3rd.  Mr.  Holt  was  ordained  Pastor  over  the  Sec- 

10  Essex  Institute  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  2,  p.  230. 
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ond  Church  in  Danvers.  The  persons  that  assisted  at  the 
ordination  were  !Mr.  Barnard,  who  began  with  prayer,  ^ir. 
Phillips  preached,  ^Ir.  Clark  gave  the  charge,  ^Ir.  John 
Chandler  made  the  last  prayer,  ^Ir.  James  Chandler  gave 
the  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship,  and  the  whole  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  great  decorum  and  good  entertainment  was 
made  for  scholars.  Deacon  Pickering  sent  a  letter  to  the 
Council,  and  it  was  voted  it  should  not  be  read;  he  was 
there  himself,  but  they  would  not  admit  him  into  the 
Council.  X.B.  Hr.  Holt  voluntarily  gave  in  a  Confes¬ 
sion  of  his  Faith.  About  a  dozen  of  scholars  there.  ^Ir. 
Phillips’  text  was  in  Proverbs,  11th  chap,  ye  latter  part 
of  the  30th  verse.” 

On  starch  20,  1759.  “Voted — Ye  Widow  Mary 
Goldthwait  to  take  Care  to  Ring  ye  Bell  and  Sweep  the 
Heeting  House  this  year.  Voted — to  Pay  the  whole  of 
ye  !Money  this  year  by  way  of  tax  on  the  Poles  &  Estates 
of  this  ])arish,  which  the  Parrish  voted  ye  Rev:r  Xathan 
Holt  for  his  Settelment.  Voted  to  Continue  the  Con¬ 
tribution  this  year  as  they  Did  ye  Last  and  for  each  man 
to  paper  his  mony  &  write  his  name  on  it.”  This  con¬ 
tribution  was  taken  yearly  from  17G1-1775,  and  varied 
from  five  to  eleven  pounds. 

^larch  5th,  1760.  “Voted  to  Give  the  Collectors  four 
pence  per  pound  as  a  premem  if  they  make  up  their  Col¬ 
lection  by  the  first  Day  of  Jan:  1761  or  else  to  Give  sd. 
Collectors  nothing  at  all  for  Collecting  this  year.  Voted 
to  Give  the  Clerk  ten  shillings  &  ye  Treasir  eight  Shill¬ 
ings  for  their  service  this  year.  Hary  Golthwait  to  ring 
ye  Bell  &  Sweep  the  meeting  house.” 

In  Februaiw,  1761,  we  find  evidence  of  the  beginning 
of  a  church  choir,  for  the  Inhabitants  were  asked  “if  they 
will  Errect  a  Seet  in  any  Conveniant  place  for  a  Xumber 
to  Sett  in  to  Assist  ye  Deacon  in  Carrying  on  the  Exer¬ 
cise  of  Tuning  ye  Psalm.”  Xothing  was  done  about  it 
at  this  time,  but  in  1763.  Samuel  Jenison,  W.  Pool  and 
others  petitioned  for  “a  sect  or  Seats  in  Some  part  of  ye 
^Meeting  House  to  Carry  on  the  Divine  Exercise  of  Sing¬ 
ing.”  And  the  parish  “Voted  That  there  be  two  Sects  on 
the  Easterly  Side  of  ye  broad  ally  in  ye  ^Meetinghouse  Sett 
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apart  for  a  Xumber  of  persons  to  Sett  in  for  tlie  bettor 
aecomidatin"  Singiii"  in  3’e  Meetinghouse  and  that  the 
Same  be  under  the  regulation  of  the  Parish  Com  :tee  from 
time  to  time  as  there  Shall  be  acasion  for  Carrying  on  that 
part  of  Divine  Service  and  ye  Parish  Comrtee  are  Desired 
to  fix  up  and  Make  said  Seets  Convenant  for  that  imr- 
pose  as  Soon  as  may  be.” 

The  annual  list  of  jwlls  shows  the  growth  of  the  church 
and  parish  and  in  1761,  there  had  been  so  many  applica¬ 
tions  for  seats  that  the  inhabitants  were  asked  if  they  will 
“Inlarge  ye  room  in  the  meetingllouse  by  Building  a  new 
Gallary  or  any  part  of  one  Also  to  see  if  they  will  Con¬ 
sider  ye  Petetion  of  Mr.  Jasper  Xeedham  A  ^Ir.  Gideon 
Foster  that  was  Preferred  atr  ye  Last  anual  fleeting  for 
a  Convenant  Place  to  Build  them  Pews  or  in  the  hinder- 
most  Seets  on  the  Women's  Seets  Below  Also  to  see  if 
they  will  Grant  ye  Petetion  of  Sam'll  Shillaber  A  others 
to  Build  a  Seet  over  the  mens  Stairs  for  a  Xumber  to  Sett 
in  ?”  But  these  questions  were  not  acted  on  at  this  time. 

On  March  27th,  1761,  ‘‘the  ComTt  of  the  South  Parish 
in  Danvers  met  and  Bounded  out  half  an  acre  of  Land 
Granted  by  the  Town  of  Salem  to  the  ^liddle  Parish  in 
Said  Town  in  ye  year  1715.  We  Began  at  a  Stak  k  Small 
Stones  four  jxiles  k  Six  Links  Westerly  from  ye  South¬ 
west  Corner  of  James  Upton's  House  k  run  Xorth  thirty- 
four  Degrees — past  Eight  poles  back  A  the  Line  as  it  run 
was  one  pole  k  Three  Links  Westerly  a  Gainst  the  Xorth- 
westerly  Corner  of  sd  Upton’s  Barn  then  run  ten  poles 
on  ye  Front  A  tenn  poles  in  the  rear  A  Eight  jioles  Back 
all  Bounded  With  Four  Stakes  A  Stones  about  them.  By 
the  Com:tee. 

Jasper  Xeedham  Eben  :z  Jacobs 

John  Epes  Xathaniel  Felton 

Sam’ll  King.’’ 

Trouble  was  developing  over  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Sotith  Parish  and  the  Xorth  Parish  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  “Jovn  with  the  Inha:  of  the  Xorth  Parish 
to  Petetion  The  General  Court  to  put  atantion  on  their 
tax  Bills  where  they  have  originaly  taxed  the  Lands  on 
that  Side  the  Line  where  the  Pole  Lives  tho  the  Line  Be- 
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tween  Said  Parishes  Split  Through  mens  Farms  &  if  so 
to  Setlee  the  Line  Betwixt  them/’  But  the  vote  was 
against  this,  at  the  time  “because  the  vote  we  ree’d  from 
ye  Xorth  Parish  was  not  a  Greeahle  to  ye  Intention  of  the 
warrant.” 

At  the  meeting  in  January,  1762,  the  inhabitants  were 
asked  if  they  will  “Chuse  a  Com  :tt  to  joyn  with  those  of 
the  Xorth  Parish  in  Preambulating  the  Line  Between  sd 
Parishes  from  Phyllips  Bridge  to  Lynn  Line  as  they  were 
originally  Sett  off.” 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  Consideration  a 
Petition  of  the  Agents  of  ye  South  Parish  in  Danvers  Make 
the  following  Report,  Viz:  The  Committee  to  whome  wase 
Referred  the  Petition  of  the  Agents  of  the  South  Parish  in 
Danvers  praying  the  Line  between  the  two  Parishes  in  said 
Townes  formerly  Settled  may  be  Estal)lished  the  Late  Run- 
ing  of  the  Same  as  Reported  by  a  Committee  apj)ointed  by 
this  Court  in  June  Last  Xot withstanding  Have  attended 
that  Service  fully  heai’d  the  Parties  Examined  the  origenial 
Settlement  of  ye  Line  by  order  of  the  Town  of  Salem  when 
first  Set  off  and  afterwards  by  them  Confirmed,  beg  Leave 
to  Say  that  notwithstanding  the  Report  of  the  Comittee 
aforesaid  which  we  apprehend  was  agreeable  to  the  order 
of  this  Court  in  their  appointment  yet  as  we  find  that 
Strictly  adhearing  to  a  west  Point  of  Compass  the  variation 
allowed  which  this  Committee  was  Directed  to  observe  will 
Carry  the  Line  of  the  two  Parishes  at  a  Distance  from  where 
it  was  first  Established  by  known  Bounds  which  Still  Re¬ 
main  &  to  which  each  Parish  have  held  and  Taxed  the  In¬ 
habitants  and  Lands  accordingly  for  the  Space  of  Sixty  years 
and  upwards  and  will  also  Includ  a  numl)er  of  Families  to 
the  Xorth  which  have  always  been  accounted  a  Part  of  the 
South  and  are  unwilling  to  be  Removed  from  that  Society 
to  which  they  and  their  Predecessors  have  belonged  &  where 
they  have  attended  the  Publick  worshij)  accordingly.  Your 
Comittee  therefore  Report  as  their  opinion  that  the  Line 
between  the  two  Parishes  afr.sd.  be  Established  and  as 
Discribed  in  the  Report  of  a  Comittee  appointed  by  the 
Town  of  Salem  for  that  Purpos  May  the  16,  A.D.  1700,  be 
hereafter  accounted  the  Line  between  the  Two  Parishes  in 
Danvers  all  which  was  unanunously  .Vgreed  to  by  the  Comit¬ 
tee  and  is  humbly  Subscribed  Benj  :a  Lincoln.  Pr.  Order. 
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In  Council  Fcbourarv  Tth.  1765.  Eead  and  Accepted  and 
ordered  that  the  Line  Established  &  Discribed  in  the  lleport 
of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Toivn  of  Salem  May  16, 
A.D.  1700  be.  and  hereby  is  Established  as  the  Dividing  line 
between  the  North  &  South  Parishes  in  Danvers  any  thing 
in  the  Report  of  the  Comitte  Aj)])ointed  in  June  Last  to  the 
Contrary  notwithstanding  and  that  the  Charg  of  the  said 
Committee  amounting  to  £6-16-7  be  born  by  the  North 
Parish. 

Sent  Down  for  Concurance,  A.  Oliver,  Secretary. 
In  the  House  of  Representetives  February’  7,  1765,  Read  «S: 
Concur  :d  James  Otes,  Speaker  Pro:t.  Consented  to — Francis 
Barnard.  A  True  Copy  Examined 

In  March,  1762,  it  was  “Voted  that  there  be  a  Liberty 
Given  to  a  Number  of  ye  Iiiha:  to  Build  Horse  Stables 
on  the  Parishes  Land  Dureing  the  Parishes  pleasure  and 
that  the  Seting  of  Said  Stables  is  to  be  regulated  by  the 
Com  :tt  Chosen  to  take  Care  of  Ineroachment.” 

In  March,  1763,  it  was  “Voted  Jos.  Stacey  to  ring  ye 
Bell.  Exclusive  of  Nine  a  Clock  att  Night  and  to  Sweep 
the  Meeting  House  &  to  have  forty  shillings  reward  to  be 
paid  out  of  ye  Treasury.”  At  an  adjournment  of  this 
meeting  it  Avas  “Voted  that  in  Consideration  of  ye  sd  Jos. 
Staceys  preforming  all  ye  Duty  of  a  Saxton  Except  ring¬ 
ing  the  Bell  att  Nine  a  Clock  att  Night  he  Shall  have 
three  pounds  for  his  Service  this  vear.”  There  is  no 
record  of  anything  paid  to  Widow  Mary  GoldthAvait. 

The  warrant  of  this  year  asks  the  inhabitants  “if  they 
will  Defer  Clabording  the  MeetingHouse  att  present  or 
rais  ^lony  in  Consideration  that  ^[any  Incline  to  build 
a  Steeple.”  At  a  meeting  the  following  year,  June,  1764, 
the  inhabitants  were  asked  “what  may  be  thought  Proiier 
Concerning  Enlarging  ye  Meeting  House  Either  by  Add¬ 
ing  to  the  Body  of  sd  House  or  by  building  a  Steepel  & 
Poarch.”  This  AA'as  voted  down  at  the  succeeding  meet¬ 
ing.  Isaac  Reed  was  chosen  “Saxton”  at  this  time,  and 
was  to  be  paid  three  pounds.  Two  weeks  later  at  another 
meeting,  it  was  “Voted  that  the  Parish  Comrtte  be  Hereby 
Impowered  &  Desired  to  Consult  some  Skilful  Avorkmen 
Concerning  Enlarging  the  fleeting  House  in  the  Several 
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ways  proposed  and  as  Xear  as  tliey  can  What  Each  way 
will  cost  and  make  llepoart  of  the  same  at  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  this  meetiii".”  And  on  July  9th  it  was  voted  to 
“open  the  meetiii"  House  from  or  Xear  the  !Hidle  &  move 
the  west  Part  Westward  not  Exceeding  10  Feet.  Voted 
that  the  Parish  Comity  (Viz)  Jasper  Xeedham,  Ezikel 
!Marsh,  Eben:r  Jacobs.  John  Epes  k  ^lalachi  Felton  he 
hereby  impowered  k  Desired  to  admit  Such  a  Xumber  of 
Persons  Inhabitatants  of  sd  Parish  as  they  shall  think 
most  ^leet  to  Have  the  Pewes  that  May  be  ^lade  by  En- 
larjrinn:  sd  !Meetin<r  House  and  that  said  Comite  take 
Sufficient  Security  of  the  Persons  so  Admited  that  they 
be  at  all  the  Corst  of  Dividing  the  ^Meeting  House  tk  filling 
up  the  Vacancy  iMakeing  or  Removeing  the  Pulpit  k 
finishing  all  the  work  to  the  sattisfaction  of  sd  Comite  and 
thereby  Save  the  Parish  from  Corst  k  Charges  about  the 
Same,  and  in  Consideration  hereof  the  sd  admited  Per¬ 
sons  Shall  have  the  Pewes  to  them  k  their  Heirs  as  the 
other  Pewes  in  sd  fleeting  House  are  k  the  East  k  West 
Doors  be  Shut  up  and  that  the  Admitted  Persons  Shall 
have  both  the  Room  of  Shuting  up  the  Doors  k  the  other 
Room  on  the  Floor  Made  by  sd  Adition  to  Build  Pewes 
upon.” 

On  August  28,  1764,  the  Parish  voted  to  add  20  pounds 
to  Mr.  Holt’s  salary  but  Mr.  Holt’s  letter  in  the  Parish 
Record  says  “In  Consideration  of  Twenty  Pounds  Voted 
on  the  10th  of  Sept,  1764  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South 
Parish  in  Danvers  in  addition  to  my  Yearly  Salerv  so 
long  as  I  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry  among 
them — I  do  hearby  Discharge  the  above  said  Inhabitants 
from  Twenty  Pounds  Voted  by  them  in  August  28th. 
1764  which  was  by  some  supposed  to  be  Illegal.  In  wit¬ 
ness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  Set  my  hand  this  10th  of 
Sept.  1764.  Xathan  Holt.”  The  explanation  followed 
“Whereas  there  was  a  fleeting  of  the  Inhab:  of  the  South 
Parish  in  Danvers  on  the  28th  Day  of  August  Instant 
the  warant  for  sd  Meeting  was  Dated  August  23rd — and 
as  it  is  Said  by  Some  Persons  that  it  was  not  a  Leagual 
warning — Therefore  the  Inhabits  of  sd  Parish  are  here¬ 
by  Xotefied  to  Assemble  together  at  ye  Meeting  House  in 
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sd  Parish  on  Monday  the  lOth  Day  of  September  Next 
at  3  of  the  Clock  after  Xoon  to  See  if  the  Inhabtrs  will 
Add  Twenty  Pounds  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nathan  Holts  Sallery 
by  way  of  Tax  on  the  Inhab:ts  So  long  as  It  Shall  Carie 
on  the  work  of  the  Ministry  Amongst  us  or  for  this  Pres¬ 
ent  year  or  any  other  Sum  the  Inhab:ts  Shall  think  Most 
Meet.  Danvers  August  31-1764.”  And  at  the  following 
meeting,  20  pounds  was  again  voted  to  Mr.  Holt. 

The  warrant  for  the  Sept.,  1765,  meeting  asks  the 
inhabitants  to  consider  if  they  will  “Plaster  the  Meeting- 
House  overhead  k  what  Meathood  they  will  take  to  do  the 
same  also  to  see  if  they  will  accomodate  Seets  in  the  Front 
Galerv  for  a  Number  to  Cary  on  ye  Divine  Exercise  of 
Singing  &  to  Dispose  of  ye  Pew  on  the  floor  also  to  Con¬ 
sider  the  Petition  of  Zcch.  King  and  others  for  ye  Hinder- 
most  or  wall  Seet  on  ye  new  floor  in  the  front  Galery  also 
the  Petition  of  Sam:ll  Lyndsey  k  others  for  the  next 
Seet  adjourning  in  sd  Front  Galery  also  to  See  if  ye  Inha: 
will  Give  Thos:  Gardner  Leave  to  Move  ye  front  of  his 
Pew  Equal  with  ye  other  Pews  and  to  See  if  they  will 
make  any  addition  to  the  women’s  Seets  or  any  thing  els 
ye  Parish  Shall  think  Best  respecting  any  of  ye  Seets 
also  to  See  if  ye  Inha :  will  Give  ye  Proprietors  of  ye  new 
Pews  Leave  to  Cut  windows  against  their  Pews  att  ye 
East  k  West  Doors  att  their  own  Cost.”  The  inhabitants 
voted  “to  Plaster  the  MeetingHouse  overhead  k  under  the 
Gallery  k  Leave  the  Care  of  ye  Same  with  the  Parish 
Comite.  Voted  to  Leave  ye  affair  of  ye  Seets  to  ye  Dis- 
cression  of  ye  Parish  Com  :tt  and  to  Sell  the  Pew  Colled 
the  Singing  Pew  to  the  Highest  Bidder  k  to  Leave  the 
Sale  of  it  with  the  Parish  Com  :te.  The  two  Petitions  for 
Seets  be  Dismissed  att  Present.  Voted  that  Thos.  Gard¬ 
ner  have  Liberty  to  move  the  front  of  his  Pew  att  his  own 
Cost  Equal  with  the  other  Wall  Pewe.  Voted  that  ye 
Proprietors  of  ye  New  Pews  have  ye  Liberty  to  Cut  or 
make  Avindows  att  the  East  k  West  Doors  att  their  own 
Cost  to  be  ordered  by  the  Parish  Comit  :te  for  the 
Bigness.” 

The  warrant  of  October  24th,  1765  asks  the  inhabitants 
“to  see  if  thay  Avill  take  the  Tarret  off  ye  Meetinghouse 
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or  Give  Leave  for  the  Same  to  be  done  also  to  See  if  they 
will  make  two  Doors  to  pass  up  into  je  Gallarys  by  Mov¬ 
ing  the  Stairs  or  whither  they  will  give  the  room  that 
may  be  made  by  remooving  to  Such  Persons  as  are  near 
adjoyning  in  Case  they  will  be  att  ye  Charge  or  what  may 
be  thought  best  to  be  Done  respecting  the  Same.”  At  the 
meeting,  a  week  later,  it  was  “Voted  to  take  ye  Tarret  of 
from  the  Meeting  House  and  to  Give  the  Tarret  to  Amos 
Trask  if  he  take  it  and  close  the  roof  tite  excepting  what 
Belongs  to  ye  Bell  and  ye  Spindel  or  vain.”  Permission 
was  also  given  to  open  two  doors,  and  to  leave  the  affair 
to  the  Parish  Committee. 

The  five  men  on  the  Prudential  Committee  were  also 
the  assessors.  The  warrant  of  March  6th,  1766,  asked 
“to  Consider  ye  Request  of  Mr.  Gideon  Foster  for  Some 
further  reward  for  plastering  the  Metingllouse  than  what 
was  agreed  for:  also  to  Consider  ye  Petetion  of  Jos. 
Osborn  Junr:  &  Thos.  Whitredge  for  the  Hindermost  Seet 
on  the  mens  Side  Below  and  what  More  Can  be  Spaird: 
also  to  See  what  Method  they  will  take  to  make  and  repair 
ye  Seets  in  the  MeetingHouse :  also  to  See  what  Method 
they  will  take  to  Confirm  a  Title  of  a  Xumber  of  the 
first  Division  of  floor  Pews  in  the  MeetingHouse ;  also  to 
Consider  ye  petetion  of  Jos.  Stacy  for  Som  feets  of  Land 
adjoyning  to  his  Dwelling  House  at  ye  East  Coming  Six 
feet  South  from  ye  Corner  and  to  Extend  Eighteen  feet 
Easterly  (k  to  See  wt  they  will  allow  their  officers.” 

At  the  following  meeting  it  was  voted  to  give  Gideon 
Foster  twelve  ])ounds  more  for  his  work  on  the  meeting¬ 
house  than  was  first  agreed  upon.  But  this  vote  was  re¬ 
considered.  and  he  was  given  only  eight  pounds  more. 
Joseph  Osborn  and  Thomas  Whittredge  were  denied  the 
seat  they  asked  for.  It  was  also  “Voted  that  the  Parish 
will  Defend  a  trval  on  account  of  ye  Taxes  laid  upon  a 
number  of  ye  Inha :  of  this  Parish  if  Strained  for  by  the 
Xorth  Parish.”  (First  Church,  Danvers.) 

The  Church  was  the  repository,  at  times,  of  strange 
things,  quite  unconnected  with  religion,  ])robably  because 
it  was  the  only  building  in  the  village  large  enough  for 
such  purposes.  The  Danvers  Records  of  1765  report  that 
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the  town  voted  to  remove  the  frnnpowder,  about  100 
pounds,  from  under  the  pulpit  of  the  South  fleeting- 
house.  It  was  also  voted  to  build  a  powder  house  on 
Buxton’s  Hill,  or  some  distant  place  and  remove  the 
powder  to  that  place.  However,  the  Powder  House  was 
eventually  built  on  Tremont  Street,  next  to  the  Prescott 
Cemetery  on  the  X.E.  corner  of  the  Poor  cemetery.  It 
was  built  of  brick  and  shaped  like  a  pepper  pot.  When 
the  Poors  bought  the  land  for  a  cemetery  in  1810,  the 
town  reserved  a  Right  of  Way  “wide  enough  for  a  wheel¬ 
barrow”  from  the  street  to  the  Powder  House.  After 
flonumental  Cemetery  ivas  established,  the  Poor  ceme¬ 
tery  was  given  up,  the  bodies  being  moved  to  the  new 
cemetery.  The  Powder  House  was  removed  about  1850. 

On  April  26,  1766,  fir.  Thos.  Porter  and  others  asked 
for  liberty  to  build  a  room  for  the  convenience  of  school¬ 
ing  children  somewhere  on  the  land  granted  for  the  church. 
This  was  denied  by  the  vote  at  the  meeting,  because  “it 
is  our  oppinion  that  none  of  ye  Lands  Granted  by  ye  Town 
of  Salem  for  the  Setting  the  fleetingHouse  on  and  to  ye 
accomadating  the  Same  be  granted  to  any  private  person 
whatever.”  Joseph  Stacy’s  request  was  also  denied.  The 
ownership  of  the  pews  was  very  carefully  defined.  “After 
Carefull  Inquirey  &  Examination  of  the  records  Concern¬ 
ing  the  Pews  we  find  that  Daniel  Epes  Esq:  David  Foster 
John  Jacobs,  Daniel  Marble  &  Samuel  Cook,  March  21st, 
1736  were  Chosen,  appointed  &  fully  Impowerd  to  regu¬ 
late  k  Settle  the  whole  affair  of  floor  pews  in  that  year  to 
be  Built  but  ive  dont  find  that  what  said  Comitte  did  in 
that  affair  was  ever  Layd  before  the  Parish  for  their 
acceptance  k  Conformation  yett  Xevertheless  we  find  by 
entrys  made  by  sd  Com:tte  of  their  doings  therein  That 
of  Right  said  Pews  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  the  Persons 
following  k  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever  (Viz)  : 
that  ye  Pew  Xext  adjoyning  to  the  Pew  Granted  to  ye 
Rev:nd  ^Ir.  Prescott  to  Ezekiel  Goldthwait  Decsd  the 
Xext  to  that  to  Mrs.  Hannah  Small  as  \Vid:0  of  Sam’ll 
Small  to  ye  Children  of  the  sd  Samuel  the  Xext  to 
Win.  Osborn  ye  Xext  to  Samuel  King  ye  Xext  to  John 
Jacobs  the  Xext  to  Win.  Shillaber  Decs,  ye  Xext  to 
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Ezekiel  Marsh  Decs:  &  the  Pew  Xext  to  that  lately 
Granted  to  Sam:ll  Felton  ye  Xext  to  Sain:ll  Cook  Decs — 
ye  Xext  to  Jonathan  Kettle  Decs;  k  Jos.  Osborn  ye  Xext 
to  John  Procter  ye  3rd,  Decs;  Voted  ye  above  report  be 
accepted  &  that  sd  Pews  being  ten  in  Xumber  be  Granted 
k  Confirmed  to  the  Persons  Xames  in  sd  report  and  to 
their  Heirs  and  assigns  for  Ever. 

Daniel  Epes  Esq; 

Com:tt  ■  Sam’ll  King 

Jasper  Xeedham 

The  matter  of  the  parish  bounds  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ‘‘We  the  Subscribers  being  Chosen  a  Com:tt  by  the 
Xorth  k  South  Parishes  In  Danvers  to  renew  and  Settle 
Bounds  Between  sd  Parishes  as  it  was  Sett  off  k  Setled 
by  the  Town  of  Salem  in  the  year  1700  and  Confirmed 
by  the  Great  &  General  Court  February  ye  7th  1765  we 
have  done  as  following  (viz).  Beginning  att  Phyllipses 
Bridge  so  called  &  from  thence  a  Strait  Line  to  a  heep  of 
Stones  where  Jos.  Popes  Lento  Stood  which  was  att  the 
Southerly  part  of  his  Barn  and  from  thence  on  a  Strait 
Line  to  Lynn  Line  Seventeen  Poles  and  four  feet  South 
of  the  Seven  Mens  [Selectmen]  Bounds  so  Called.  Dated 
Danvers  April  ye  25th,  1766. 

Dea.  Mallachi  Felton 
Jasper  Xeedham  for  the 

Xathanel  Felton  -  South 
Stephen  Procter  Parish 

John  Procter  Junr. 

Lieut.  David  Putnam 
Ebenz.  Goodale  for  the 

■  John  Xichols  Xorth 

Lieut.  John  Preston  Parish. 

_Doct.  Sam  :11  Holten  junr ; 

The  above  named  Was  the  Committee. 

Voted  that  ye  Parish  Com:tt  Confer  with  the  Com:tt 
of  the  Xorth  Parish  respecting  ye  taxing  over  ye  Line  in 
Each  Parish  &  make  report  to  the  adjournment  of  this 
Meeting.” 
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Reversing  their  ojiinioii  of  the  previous  meeting  it  was 
“Voted  Liberty  to  Build  a  School  House  on  Som  of  the 
Land  Granted  to  Build  the  !MeetingHouse  on.  Voted  to 
Leave  the  regulations  of  Building  a  Sehoolhouse  with  ye 
Parish  Com  :tt  to  be  laid  Before  ye  Parish  att  the  Ad¬ 
journment.’’  This  is  the  little  sehoolhouse  shown  in 
Gideon  Foster’s  painting  of  the  Square  in  1826. 

“On  the  Petetion  of  Capt  Israel  Hutchinson  Benj  :a 
Porter  ye  3rd  and  others  Inha:  of  sd  South  Parish  in 
Danvers  praying  they  may  be  Sett  off  to  the  Xorth  Parish 
in  Said  Danvers  where  they  Say  they  have  a  Great  De¬ 
sire  to  be  joyned.  Therefore:  Voted  that  we  Cant  Consent 
that  ye  above  Said  Petitioners  Should  be  Sett  off  for  the 
Following  Reasons  (viz)  because  we  think  yt  ye  Xorth 
Parish  is  as  able  if  not  abler  to  maintain  their  menister 
without  sd  Petitioners  assistance  as  we  are  in  ye  South 
Parish  with  ye  Petitioners  assistance  Because  Ave  have  a 
Considerable  number  of  the  People  Called  Quakers  Some 
Churchmen^ ^  &  Some  Baptises  which  takes  off  near  one 
Sixth  ]>art  of  our  tax  to  ye  Minister  therefore  all  things 
Considered  we  Cant  Consent  that  the  above  said  Peti¬ 
tioners  Should  be  Sett  off  to  ye  Xorth  Parish.  The  Peti¬ 
tioners  are  pleased  to  say  in  their  Petition  that  the  Inha : 
of  the  South  Parish  are  vehemently  persuing  Schemes 
against  their  Intrest  to  which  Ave  say  we  knoAV  Xothing  of, 
Ave  haA’e  Xever  Seen  but  Avhat  the  Petitioners  haA'e  been 
used  Avith  as  much  Lenety  and  that  they  have  Received 
all  the  priveleges  Equal  Avith  any  other  of  the  Inha :  of 
Said  Parish.” 

At  the  meeting  on  March  16,  1767,  it  Avas  “Voted  to 
give  Gideon  Foster  four  pounds  mony  to  make  Good  ye 
first  A’Ote  to  him  on  ye  17th  of  ilarch,  1766.”  In  ^larch, 
1765).  Joseph  Stacy,  the  “Saxton’’  Avas  A’oted  “to  haA'e 
Three  Pounds  money  for  his  Service  in  Case  he  perform 
the  same.”  The  Avarrant  this  year  asks  if  “the  Inha : 
Avill  do  any  thing  respecting  a  Seet  for  the  XegroAvs  in 
Said  ]\reetingHouse”  and  it  Avas  A’oted  to  leave  the  affair 
11  Church  of  England  adherents. 
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to  the  discretion  of  the  Parish  Committee.  Evidently 
Joseph  Stacy  did  not  perform  his  service  as  desired,  for 
in  1771  his  salary  was  reduced  to  2-13-4,  This  year  it 
was  “Voted  to  Purchase  two  Bureal  Cloaths  a  Larjre  a 
Smaller  one  and  that  it  be  Left  with  the  Parish  Com:tee 
to  procure  them  as  Cheap  as  they  can  with  Deasency.” 
John  Upton.  Dudley  Porter  and  others  petitioned  this 
meeting  “for  the  Priveledge  to  Build  them  A  Seet  Back 
of  ye  Choristers  Seets  as  the  other  Hindermost  Seets  are 
Built”  but  it  was  voted  down,  as  was  a  similar  petition. 
The  church  was  growing  as  these  requests  for  seats  and 
a  recent  collectors  list  containing  248  names  shows.  So 
at  the  next  parish  meeting  it  was  “Voted  to  widen  the 
Meeting  House  fifteen  foot  on  the  Back  Side  of  sd.  House 
with  this  Proviso  that  the  Wall  Pews  remain  Wall  Pews 
Still  and  that  the  Body  of  Seets  be  Removed  to  the  Same 
Stacion  forward  as  they  now  Stand  in  the  House  and  that 
the  Petetioners  Shall  have  the  floor  Room  that  the  altara- 
tions  !Maks  to  Build  them  Pews  on  as  the  other  Pews  are 
Built  Sd  Petetioners  is  to  Make  the  House  as  Strong  and 
Good  as  it  now  is  and  to  Claboard  the  Back  Side  of  ye 
Addition  of  Both  Ends  and  to  Build  Three  Seets  on  each 
Side  of  ye  addition  in  the  Gallary  for  the  Benefit  or  use 
of  the  Parish  Said  Petetioners  Giving  Sufficant  Security 
to  the  Parish  Com:tee  to  accomplish  the  Same  to  their 
Satisfaction.  Voted  upon  the  Whole  that  the  Parish 
would  do  nothing  at  this  time  respecting  Building  a  Xew 
Desk.” 

Evidently  this  action  caused  some  dissention  in  the 
parish  for  another  meeting  was  called  in  May  “to  see  if 
ye  Inha :  will  allow  the  Meeting  House  Timber  and  Desk 
to  be  removed  fifteen  foot  Back  on  the  Xorth  Side  of  ye 
!^^eeting^ouse  Also  to  see  what  Method  the  Parish  will 
Come  into  to  Enlarge  the  House  so  as  to  accomidate  the 
Petetioners  and  others  so  that  it  may  most  tend  to  Per- 
mote  the  peace  and  welfair  of  ye  Parish.”  The  memliers 
of  the  parish  refused  to  vote  on  this  article,  and  another 
meeting  was  called  in  June  “to  see  if  ye  Inha:  will  Grant 
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Liberty  to  Enlarge  the  MeetiugHouse  Six  Inches  More 
than  the  Last  Grant  and  the  Endertakers  is  to  Make 
TweutjSix  Xew  Pewes  &  to  See  if  they  will  Chuse  a 
Com  :tee  to  permit  such  Persons  as  they  shall  think  Proper 
to  have  sd  Pews  and  that  Such  Permitted  Persons  Shall 
be  at  Equal  or  Pro|X)rtinable  part  of  the  Whole  Cost  that 
has  Arisen  and  that  Shall  Arise  in  ]>erforming  sd.  Work.” 
This  was  granted  and  the  work  begun.  In  July  another 
meeting  was  called  “to  see  if  they  Will  Build  a  Steeple 
at  ye  West  End  of  the  Meeting  House  as  soon  as  they 
shall  think  best.”  But  “it  past  in  the  Xegative.” 

In  1771,  John  Proctor  Jr.,  and  Robert  Shillaber  were 
the  carpenters  chosen  to  enlarge  the  meetinghouse  fifteen 
feet  by  moving  out  the  rear  of  the  house  fifteen  feet,  and 
according  to  the  contract  were  to  take  their  pay  in  “long 
pews.”  During  the  jirogress  of  the  work,  Ruth,  wife  of 
John  Proctor,  walked  daily  from  her  home  (near  the 
present  Proctor’s  Crossing)  a  two  mile  jouniey,  to  carry 
hot  dinners  to  her  husband  and  his  workmen.  Before 
the  work  was  finished,  John  Proctor  died  of  fever.  The 
church  officials  told  Mrs.  Proctor  that  the  contract  must 
be  carried  out  or  the  work  would  not  be  paid  for.  Since 
she  was  a  capable,  energetic  woman,  she  continued  to 
direct  the  workmen  until  the  work  was  finished.  Then 
Robert  Shillaber’s  share  of  the  “long  pews”  was  paid  to 
him,  but  Ruth  Proctor  was  told  that  the  contract  was  not 
in  her  name,  but  in  her  husband’s,  and  that  death  can¬ 
celled  all  contracts.  Made  desperate  by  the  needs  of  her 
children,  Ruth  Proctor  went  into  Town  Meeting  and 
appealed  for  justice.  Being  a  woman,  she  had  no  rights 
in  civic  affairs.  The  men  listened  in  silence,  then  showed 
her  the  door.  But  after  her  departure,  they  voted  that 
she  should  be  paid  for  the  work,  and  the  church  was 
forced  to  ]>ay  her.  These  facts  were  told  by  Mrs.  Lydia 
(Proctor)  Thacher  to  Miss  Fannie  Gay  in  1924.  The 
story  had  been  handed  down  in  the  Proctor  family  from 
generation  to  generation. 

Note:  This  history  will  be  continued  by  Mrs.  Buxton  in  a 
book  which  the  descendants  of  South  Church  families  expect 
to  sponsor. 
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By  a.  ToussAI^T,  B.A.,  Ph.  D.^ 


This  brief  account  of  early  American  trade  with  a  little 
island  in  the  South  Indian  Ocean,  once  important  in 
world  history  but  now  very  much  forgotten,  is  based  main¬ 
ly  on  archive  material  preserved  in  the  Mauritius 
Archives.  Occasional  references  to  this  trade  are  to  be 
found  in  a  few  publications  by  historians  of  American 
commerce,  and  also  in  Milburn’s  Oriental  Commerce  and 
!Macpherson’s  Annals  of  Commerce,  but,  on  the  whole, 
very  little  has  been  written  so  far  on  it  and  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  survey  of  it  is  still  lacking. 

The  earliest  relations  between  the  colonies  of  Xorth 
America  and  lands  in  the  South  Indian  Ocean  seem  to 
date  back  to  the  second  half  of  the  17th  century.  About 
1685,  when  European  powers  began  to  form  permanent 
settlements  in  the  West  Indies,  the  pirates  and  buccaneers 
of  these  islands  transferred  their  headquarters  to  the 
South  Indian  Ocean  where  they  set  up  a  kind  of  pirate 
state  known  as  Lihertalia  in  northern  Madagascar,  in  the 
bay  of  Diego  Suarez.  Among  the  founders  of  Lihertalia 
was  an  American  pirate,  Thomas  Tew,  who,  after  making 
a  fortune  in  ^fadagascar,  lived  for  some  years  in  Rhode 
Island  but  was  finally  killed  as  a  pirate  in  the  Indian 
Ocean.  At  an  early  date  American  merchants  entered  in¬ 
to  commercial  relations  with  the  Madagascar  pirates  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Jolly  Roger.  xVecording  to  Charles 
Johnson,  several  American  ships  called  there  to  take  slaves 
in  the  last  years  of  the  iTth  century,  in  particular  ships 
belonging  to  Frederic  Phillips,  of  Xew  York. 

One  of  Phillips’  captains,  named  Samuel  Burgess, 
turned  pirate  himself.  When  he  came  back  to  Xew  York 
after  spending  two  years  in  Madagascar,  he  married  one 
of  Phillips’  relatives  (his  own  daughter,  according  to 
some  authorities),  and  between  1700  and  1703  he  led 

1  M.  Toussaint  is  the  .\rehivist  of  the  Island  of  Mauritius 
and  is  now  working  on  an  extensive  account  of  the  trade  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  Island  with  America.  —  Editor. 
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to  ^latlagascar  three  expeditions  financed  by  Phillips, 
which  brought  him  a  handsome  profit.  Another  Ameri¬ 
can  pirate  connected  with  this  trade  was  John  Halsey,  a 
close  friend  of  Burg-ess.  Both  died  in  Madagascar  and 
have  found  a  niche  in  Johnson’s  gallery  of  famous  pirates. 
From  Robert  Quary’s  letters,  now  preserved  in  the  Manu¬ 
scripts  of  the  House  of  Lords,  it  would  appear  that 
Pennsylvania  merchants  also  had  a  share  in  the  trade  with 
the  Madagascar  iiirates  at  the  end  of  the  17th  century. 
When  the  French  settled  permanently  the  neighbouring 
islands  of  Mauritius  and  Reunion,  then  known  as  Isle  de 
France  and  Bourbon,  pirate  activities  in  Madagascar  de¬ 
clined,  and  by  1730  came  to  an  end.  With  the  pirates 
American  merchants  also  disappeared  from  the  Madagas¬ 
car  scene  and  did  not  reappear  until  much  later. 

The  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  signed  by  France 
with  the  American  colonies  at  the  outbreak  of  the  War 
of  Independence  reopened  ^Madagascar  to  American 
activity.  On  21st  October  1778  the  governor  of  Isle  de 
France  instructed  the  French  agent  in  that  island  to  re¬ 
ceive  well  any  American  ships  that  might  call,  but  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  States  sent  expeditions  to  Mada¬ 
gascar  during  the  war.  Just  after  the  war,  however,  we 
find  that  the  Hungarian  adventurer  Beuyowsky,  after 
failing  to  settle  Madagascar  in  1774-76,  with  men  and 
funds  from  Isle  de  France,  turned  to  America  for  support. 
In  1784  Baltimore  merchants  sponsored  his  second 
attempt  which  eventually  ended  in  disaster.  Thereafter, 
it  does  not  seem  that  American  traders  tried  to  secure  a 
foothold  in  ^^ladagascar  until  1830  when  they  set  up  com¬ 
mercial  houses  in  ^lajunga  and  later  on  in  Tamatave.  As 
for  American  diplomatic  activity  in  that  country,  it  did 
not  begin  until  1807.  At  the  time  when  Baltimore  mer¬ 
chants  were  investing  capital  in  Benyowsky’s  schemes, 
other  Americans  were  turning  their  attention  to  Isle  de 
France  which,  after  the  outstanding  part  it  had  played 
on  the  Eastern  theatre  of  the  War,  was  then  becoming 
known  as  the  ‘‘star  and  key  of  the  Indian  Ocean.” 

As  early  as  10th  May  1784,  Robert  Morris  wrote  to 
Lafayette  requesting  his  exertions  for  establishing  a  free 
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port  at  Isle  de  France.  “I  consider  it  as  almost  certain,” 
he  said,  “that  America  will  find  it  more  advantaireous  to 
trade  with  that  port  than  to  go  to  India;  and  hence  I 
draw  one  very  strong  inference;  that  we  should  not  only 
be  by  that  means  brought  into  closer  political  connnection 
with  France,  but  that  France  would  hold  a  much  larger 
share  of  all  of  our  commerce,  than  she  should  without 
such  an  establishment.”  Since  1769,  when  the  Oriental 
trade  of  France  had  been  laid  open  by  the  suspension 
of  the  privilege  of  the  French  East  India  Company,  the 
commercial  activity  of  Isle  de  France  had  much  increased, 
rising  from  only  78  arrivals  in  1769  to  252  in  1783. 
In  1785  a  new  Com]>any  Avas  established  with  the  privilege 
of  an  exclusive  trade  to  all  countries  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  except,  however.  Isle  de  France  and  its 
dependencies.  In  1787  Port-Louis,  the  main  harbour  of 
Isle  de  France  was  declared  open  to  foreign  trade,  but 
long  Ix'fore  that  date  it  began  to  be  visited  by  foreign 
ships,  of  which  nearly  200  put  in  there  between  the  years 
1773  and  1785. 

Early  in  1784.  Xew  York  merchants  sent  the  Empress 
of  China  ca])tained  by  John  Green,  to  Canton.  This  voy¬ 
age  marked  the  beginning  of  American  trade  with  China, 
which,  as  Professor  Scott-Latourette  has  shown,  went  on 
increasing  until  by  1844,  the  date  of  the  first  treaty  be¬ 
tween  the  States  and  China,  it  was  an  important  part  of 
the  intercourse  between  the  Occident  and  the  Far-East. 
Xone  of  the  first  American  ships  that  went  to  China 
called  at  Isle  de  France,  but  in  1785  Elias  Hasket  Derby, 
the  famous  Salem  merchant,  sent  one  of  his  best  ships, 
the  Grand  Turk  to  this  island  on  her  retnni  from 
an  unsatisfactory  expedition  to  the  Cape.  Sailing  from 
Salem  on  5th  December  1785,  under  the  command  of 
Ebenezer  West,  the  Grand  Turh  arri^^ed  at  Isle  de  France 
on  22nd  April  1786.  There,  after  her  cargo  had  been 
sold,  she  was  chartered  by  a  French  merchant  to  carry 
freight  to  Canton  where  she  loaded  Avith  tea,  china  and 
cinnamon,  the  sale  of  AAdiich  in  Salem  yielded  twice  more 
capital  than  she  carried  out.  In  1786  and  1787.  Derby 
followed  up  this  first  A’enture  Avith  tAA’o  more  shitis,  the 
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Three  Sisters  and  the  Lighihorse,  which  both  brought  him 
still  greater  proht.  Encouraged  by  these  successes,  he  de¬ 
cided  to  invest  most  of  his  money  in  the  Isle  de  France 
trade  and  no  sooner  was  the  Grand  Turk  back  from  her 
first  trip  than  he  sent  her  on  a  second  voyage,  in  1787, 
with  his  own  son  aged  barely  twenty,  as  supercargo.  After 
disposing  of  his  shipment  at  a  good  price  in  Isle  de  France, 
young  Derby  sold  his  ship  in  Port-Louis  for  more  than 
twice  its  real  value  and  bought  two  ships  almost  as 
large  with  which  he  proceeded  to  India,  procured  a  rich 
cargo  of  Indian  goods  and  returned  to  Salem  at  the  end 
of  1790,  having  scored  a  big  success.  Derby  then  in¬ 
creased  his  fieet  and  soon  had  more  than  half  a  dozen  ships 
plying  regularly  between  Salem  and  Port-Louis.  Out  of 
151  Eastern  voyages  made  by  Salem  vessels  between  1786 
and  1800,  and  recorded  by  James  Duncan  Phillips,”  22 
were  made  by  ships  owned  by  Derby,  and  the  Derby  ex¬ 
peditions  represent  over  one  tenth  of  all  the  American 
ships  that  called  at  Isle  de  France  during  those  years. 

Other  Salem  merchants  that  traded  with  Isle  de  France 
befoi’e  its  annexation  by  the  British  were  George  Crown- 
inshield  Sons,  William  Orne  and  John  Xorris,  Jona¬ 
than  Peele,  William  Gray  and  Simon  Forrester.  Xot  less 
than  three  Crowninshields  and  three  Xorrises  visited  the 
island  at  various  dates  before  1810,  but  perhaps  the  most 
famous  Salem  captain  connected  with  Isle  de  France  was 
Richard  Cleveland  about  whom  more  will  be  said  further 
on. 

After  Salem  the  next  American  port  to  send  ships  to 
Isle  de  France  was  Boston,  whose  first  messenger,  the 
Peacock  arrived  in  Port-Ix)uis  on  25th  March  1787.  Fore¬ 
most  among  Boston  merchants  who  traded  with  Isle  de 
France  were  the  Jacksons  and  the  Lees,  while  Boston 
captains  of  some  fame  who  called  there  included  Amasa 
Delano,  Robert  Forbes,  Osborn  Howes  and  Trelawny’s 
legendary  corsair-hero  De  Ruyter  alias  De  Witt.  Then 
came  Baltimore  with  a  first  voyage  in  1789,  soon  followed 
by  many  more.  Philadelphia  followed  close  upon  it  in 
the  same  year  and  soon  controlled  about  one  third  of  the 
2  Essex  Inst.  Hist.  Coll.  LXXIX,  1. 
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investment  in  East  India  voyaires.  The  most  important 
fip’ure  of  Philadelphia's  oriental  trade  was  Stephen  Girard 
who,  from  1708.  had  an  af>ent  in  Isle  de  France  named 
Martin  Bickham  whose  correspondence  with  Girard  is  pre¬ 
served  in  the  Girard  College.  Pennsylvania.  Fifth  came 
Xew  York  whose  ships  made  their  first  appearance  in  Isle 
de  France  in  1700.  The  rapports  de  mer  made  by  ship¬ 
masters  to  the  Admiralty  Court  of  Isle  de  France,  now 
lu-eserved  in  the  ^lauritius  Archives,  show  that  87  Ameri¬ 
can  ships  altogether  came  from  1786  to  1703.  ]\[ost  of 
these  made  successful  trips.  14  suffered  minor  damages 
from  bad  weather  and  only  2  were  wrecked. 

Jluriu'r  those  early  years  American  traders  had  to  com¬ 
pete  in  Isle  de  France  with  traders  from  Denmark,  Ham¬ 
burg  aud  Genoa  mainly.  The  Danes  were  the  first  in  the 
field.  They  had  a  consular  representative  in  the  island 
long  before  the  Americans  appointed  one,  and  were  to 
remain  until  1800,  the  chief  rivals  of  merchants  from 
the  States  in  those  regions,  thotigh  they  never  succeeded 
in  outshining  them.  After  1703.  there  came  a  lull  due 
to  the  following  causes.  When  news  was  received  of  the 
outbreak  of  war  between  England  and  France,  the  Colonial 
Assembly,  which  had  governed  the  island  since  1700,  was 
in  the  dark  concerning  the  policy  to  be  adopted  towards 
neutral  shi)>s.  But  in  August,  having  learned  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  previous  month  the  British  had  seized  French 
goods  on  board  a  Danish  ship  at  ^[adras,  it  decided  to 
retaliate  by  confiscating  enemy  property  found  on  all 
neuti'al  ships  calling  at  Port-Louis.  All  American  ships 
that  arrived  about  that  time  were  consequently  embargoed. 
Soon,  however,  the  island  found  itself  divided  over  that 
issue,  most  of  the  Port-Louis  traders  declaring  against 
the  embargo,  while  the  Jacobins  urged  a  stern  policy, 
their  attitude  bein"  apparently  motivated  by  distrust  of 
English-speaking  foreigners,  whom  they  suspected  of  hav¬ 
ing  dealings  with  the  enemy.  But  the  American  captains 
explained  that,  though  they  might  look  like  Englishmen, 
their  sympathies  were  all  for  the  French  Republic,  being 
themselves  members  of  a  republic,  and  finally  managed 
to  win  over  to  their  side  General  ^lalartic,  the  governor, 


378 


EARLY  AMERICAN  TRADE  WITH  MAURITIUS 


and  Admiral  St.  Felix  the  naval  C.-in-C.,  and  early  in 
I7h4  the  embarfro  was  raised.  Only  two  American 
freighters,  the  Union  and  the  Cleopatra,  whose  captains 
tried  to  evade  the  embargo,  had  their  cargo  confiscated 
after  much  litigation  in  March  1794 — a  decision  which, 
incidentally,  when  appealed  against  in  France,  was  sub¬ 
sequently  quashed  by  the  Conseil  des  Prises  in  April  1801. 

The  war,  which  cut  away  Isle  de  France  from  her 
^Motherland,  soon  proiluced  an  acute  shortage  of  essential 
commodities  in  the  colony.  From  ^ladagascar  and  the 
Cape  few  supplies  could  be  obtained  at  that  time.  So 
the  only  two  American  shijis  that  came  in  1794  had  their 
cargo  requisitioned  by  the  Colonial  Assembly,  in  siiite  of 
loud  protests  from  their  captains  and  from  American  resi¬ 
dents  in  the  island.  In  the  circumstances  it  became  im¬ 
perative  for  Americans  to  have  an  official  representative 
on  the  spot  if  trade  relations  with  Isle  de  France  were  to 
be  maintained.  On  29th  May  1794,  Congress  commis¬ 
sioned  William  ^lacarty,  who  had  gone  to  Isle  de  France 
some  years  before  as  commercial  agent,  to  act  as  Consul. 
On  25th  Xovember  his  commission  was  registered  and  on 
12th  April  1795,  he  was  solemnly  received  in  the  Assembly 
‘‘accompanied  by  a  large  number  of  his  countrymen,*’ 
according  to  the  record  of  that  ceremony.  Patriotic 
speeches  were  delivered  by  both  ^lacarty  and  the  President 
of  the  Assembly,  the  fiags  of  France  and  of  the  States 
were  “united  under  the  Iwnnet  of  Liberty,”  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  were  hailed  as  fellow-rejuiblicans.  In  1795,  only  5 
American  shijis  came,  but.  as  soon  as  the  news  that  friendly 
relations  had  been  reestablished  reached  America,  traders 
in  Salem,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Xew  York,  began 
fitting  out  again  expeditions  for  Isle  de  France.  The 
years  1790-98  were  peak  years,  with  a  yearly  average  of 
about  40  arrivals. 

At  aWut  the  same  time  privateering,  too.  reached  a 
peak  in  Isle  de  France  which  was  then  biddiii"  fair  to 
become  a  “mighty  atom.”  capable  of  inflicting  heavy  dam¬ 
age  on  British  shipping.  From  April  1794  to  July  1797. 
not  less  than  71  prize-ships,  mainly  British,  were  brought 
in  by  Port-Louis  privateers.  So  American  captains  had 


EARLY  AMERICAN  TRADE  WITH  MAURITIUS  379 

no  difficulty  in  exchanprinj;  the  much  needed  supplies  they 
brought  for  Eastern  goods  captured  on  British  Company 
ships.  Most  of  the  articles  which  they  normally  could 
have  obtained  only  from  India  or  China  Avere  plentiful 
in  the  island,  and  in  those  days  trade  with  Isle  de  France 
drew  American  vessels  far  more  than  did  the  British  ports 
of  India  and  Canton.  A  passage  from  William  Milburn’s 
Oriental  Commerce  may  be  quoted  in  this  connection: 
“So  numerous  and  valuable  were  the  prizes  taken,  and 
carried  into  the  Isle  of  France,  that  the  markets  were 
overstocked  with  the  manufactures  and  staple  commodi¬ 
ties  of  the  British  possessions  in  India ;  and  American 
vessels  frequently  resorted  thither  to  procure  them  on 
terms  more  favorable  than  they  could  have  obtained  in 
Calcutta.”  According  to  the  same  authority  the  A’alue  of 
British  captures  made  by  Isle  de  France  privateers  for 
1793-1803,  amounted  to  £2,500,000.  American-built 
ships  also  found  favour  with  the  island  privateers  and 
some  were  bought  at  a  good  price  to  be  turned  into  corsair- 
ships,  while  the  glamour  and  profits  of  privateering  lured 
not  a  few  American  seamen  into  enlisting  under  the  tri¬ 
color.  American  ships  also  brought  sometimes  French 
emigrants  fleeing  from  the  Revolution,  who  had  sought 
refuge  in  the  States  or  whom  they  picked  up  at  Bordeaux 
where  they  not  infrequently  called  on  the  Avay  to  Isle  de 
France.  Passenger  movements  in  the  opposite  direction 
were  not  very  important,  as  the  island  authorities  did  not 
easily  grant  permission  to  the  settlers  to  leave  the  colony. 

All  relations  between  France  and  her  colonial  posses¬ 
sions  in  the  Indian  Ocean  having  then  practically  ceased, 
the  people  of  Isle  de  France  had  to  rely  only  u]X)n  neutral 
ships  for  information  as  to  ivhat  was  going  on  in  the  rest 
of  the  world  and  especially  in  the  mother-country.  All 
American  shipmasters  were  therefore  minutely  questioned 
by  the  local  authorities  and  had  to  give  detailed  reports, 
on  arrival,  to  both  the  Admiralty  Court  and  the  Munici¬ 
pality  of  Port-Loiiis.  The  moi’ements  of  any  British 
ships  they  might  have  met  or  heard  about  on  the  Avay 
were  carefully  noted  and  the  information  was  passed  on 
to  the  corsair  captains  who  also  used  to  subsidize  informers 
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from  neutral  countries  for  intelligence  on  British  shipping. 
British  authorities  in  India  were  quite  aware  of  all  this 
hut.  on  the  whole,  few  of  the  American  ships  enjjaired  in 
the  Isle  de  France  trade  were  molested  by  British  corsairs, 
the  policy  of  Great  Britain  heiii"  then  to  conciliate  rather 
than  alienate  Americans.  Since  1788  orders  had  been 
issued  that  America  should  he  treated  in  the  Indian  ports 
as  the  most  favoured  nation  and  in  1794,  Jay’s  treaty 
opened  Indian  trade  to  Americans.  This  was  to  prevent 
them  tradin"  instead  with  the  French  and  Dutch  settle¬ 
ments.  but.  so  far  as  Isle  de  France  was  concerned  this 
object  was  not  ver\'  well  achieved. 

Jay’s  treaty  strained  relations  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  but  in  Isle  de  France  it  caused  little  sensa¬ 
tion,  as  the  colony  had  dissented  from  the  views  of  the 
home  government  concerninjr  slavery  and  was  by  1796,  in 
a  state  of  open  rebellion  afrainst  the  Convention  after 
expellinjr  its  delegates.  Threatened  by  both  the  French 
government  and  the  British,  the  settlers  could  ill  afford  to 
alienate  the  Americans  by  enforcing  the  enactments  that 
were  issued  in  France  to  counter-check  Jay’s  treaty,  so 
these  received  no  application  in  the  colony.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  business  was  thriving,  they  felt  they  might 
‘‘squeeze”  Americans  a  bit.  In  August  1797,  they  decided 
to  raise  import  duties  and  set  up,  for  the  first  time,  a 
properly  regulated  Customs  office.  This  measure  elicited 
vehement  protests  from  Jacob  Lewis  who  had  then  just 
replaced  !^^acarty  as  American  consul  (his  commission  is 
dated  1st  June  1797,  and  was  registered  on  22nd  Feb¬ 
ruary  1798)  and  for  some  time  custom  duties  caused  much 
bickering  between  the  local  authorities  and  the  Americans, 
but  otherwise  relations  remained  friendly  until  21st  April 
1799.  when  news  of  the  so-called  quasi-war  between  the 
United  States  and  France  was  received. 

This  caused  at  first  some  perplexity  in  Isle  de  France. 
Thouirh  rebellious  against  the  Convention,  the  local  author¬ 
ities  could  not  ignore  the  fact  that  Americans  had  now 
become  enemies  of  France.  To  do  this  would  amount  to 
an  act  of  treason  far  more  serious  than  the  refusal  to  obey 
the  Convention’s  orders  with  regard  to  slavery.  So  on 
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5th  May  1799,  the  Assembly  ordered  the  seizure  of  any 
American  ships  that  might  call  at  Port-Louis  and  issued 
similar  instructions  to  the  privateers.  Consul  Lewis  was 
then  absent,  but  his  deputy,  vice-consul  Wilt,  immediately 
wrote  to  the  Assembly  to  say  he  was  informed  that  the 
quarrel  between  France  and  the  States  had  been  settled 
and  to  apply  for  a  repeal  of  the  order  of  seizure.  Nonethe¬ 
less,  General  iMalartic  endorsed  the  policy  of  the  Assembly 
in  a  proclamation  of  25th  June  1799.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards,  however,  Malartic  received  the  Directoire’s  decree 
of  16th  August  1798,  putting  an  end  to  the  embargo 
on  American  ships  and  that  of  31st  July  enacting  severe 
measures  to  repress  piratical  raids  upon  neutral  commerce 
by  French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies.  He  then  issued, 
on  29th  August  1799,  a  proclamation  repealing  the  previ¬ 
ous  one  and  instructing  Isle  de  France  privateers  not 
to  stop  American  ships  unless  they  were  letters  of  marque. 
Some  privateers,  feeling  they  ivere  being  thus  deprived 
of  an  easy  prey,  at  first  protested,  but  finally  obeyed. 
Similar  instructions  were  again  issued  on  5th  September 
1799  and,  except  for  one  fight  between  the  Clarisse,  ca]> 
tained  by  Siircouf.  the  most  famous  of  Isle  de  France 
corsairs,  and  the  American  ships  Louisa  and  Mercury  in 
Indian  waters  on  4th  January  1800,  it  does  not  seem  that 
collisions  occurred  between  French  and  American  seamen 
in  the  Indian  Ocean  during  the  quasi-war.  As  for  Ameri¬ 
can  residents  in  Isle  de  France  there  is  no  evidence  that 
they  were  in  any  way  ill-treated. 

American  traders  were  not  less  anxious  than  Isle  de 
France  ones  to  restore  business  as  usual.  On  their  repre¬ 
sentations  Congress  appointed  on  3rd  xVugust  1799,  a  spe¬ 
cial  agent  named  Samuel  Cooper  to  go  to  the  island  and 
arrange  a  private  agreement  with  the  local  authorities 
tending  to  that  ])urpose.  Cooper  arrived  at  the  end  of 
December  1799,  and  his  proposals  ivere  received  with 
sympathy.  On  22nd  January  1800,  a  draft  covenant  was 
adopted  and  the  next  day  Malartic  himself,  together  with 
the  President  and  two  members  of  the  Assembly,  left  for 
Reunion  to  get  the  Rtninion  authorities  to  sign  it,  too.  By 
the  time  Cooper  returned  to  the  States,  however,  the  Con- 
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ventiou  of  30th  September  1800,  put  an  end  to  the  quasi¬ 
war,  and  whereas  only  8  American  ships  had  called  at 
Isle  de  France  in  1799-1800,  19  arrivals  were  recorded 
in  1801,  46  in  1802,  and  from  then  on  American  trade 
with  the  island  again  assumed  an  upward  trend. 

The  year  1800,  was  also  marked  by  the  visit  of  Richard 
Cleveland  which  is  particularly  worth  recording  because 
he  is  one  of  the  most  famous  American  merchant  naviga¬ 
tors  and  also  because  he  wrote  an  account  of  his  activities 
in  Isle  de  France.  Cleveland’s  first  connection  with  that 
island  dates  from  1792,  when  he  visited  it  at  the  age  of 
18  on  one  of  Derby’s  ships.  The  object  of  his  second  visit 
was  to  purchase  prize  goods  or  ships.  He  arrived  on  14th 
!ilay  1800,  on  a  small  boat  from  Calcutta  flying  the  Dan¬ 
ish  flag,  and  was  surprised  to  learn  that  though  America 
was  then  at  war  with  France  there  was  no  need  for  him  to 
pass  himself  off  as  a  Dane,  especially  as  he  looked  “more 
like  a  Cheechee,”  so  one  Frenchman  candidly  remarked 
to  him.  He  found  that  the  few  American  residents,  who 
included  that  extraordinary  figure,  William  Shaler,  were 
quite  free  and  that  there  was  no  real  hostility  towards  his 
countrymen,  though  they  were  reproached  with  ingratitude 
towards  France  and  partiality  for  the  English.  Shortly 
after  his  arrival,  however,  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a 
Boston  paper  containing  harsh  comments  on  some  Isle  de 
France  merchants  engaged  in  privateering,  caused  feelings 
to  run  high  and  led  to  a  duel  between  a  Frenchman  and 
one  of  the  American  residents,  which  fortunately  had  no 
fatal  issue.  Cleveland  met  many  of  the  important  people 
of  the  island,  including  Surcouf  and  Malartic  of  whom 
he  speaks  appreciatively.  Regarding  the  latter  however, 
he  reports  a  most  incredible  story  which  was  probably  told 
him  as  a  joke;  that  Malartic  had,  some  time  before  his 
arrival,  issued  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  United 
States.  Xo  such  document  is  to  be  found  in  the  Mauritius 
Archives.  Cleveland’s  transactions  at  the  Isle  de  France 
were  not  very  successful.  When  he  arrived  sales  of  prize 
goods  were  just  finished  and  privateers  were  on  the  point 
of  sailing  for  another  cruise,  so  he  had  to  wait  for  several 
months  for  more  prizes  to  come  in.  In  the  meantime  he 
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went  to  Reunion  where  he  found  that  the  inhabitants  were 
not  prepared  to  sell  their  coffee  at  his  price.  Back  in  Isle 
de  France  he  managed  to  sell  his  little  boat  at  a  handsome 
price  and  purchased  a  ship  which  he  sent  to  Calcutta  for 
account  of  one  of  his  partners  there,  but  he  failed  to  secure 
one  of  Surcouf’s  most  valuable  captures,  the  Com])any’s 
extra  ship  Armenia,  though  he  bid  27,450  dollars  for  her, 
and  he  finally  departed  on  21st  March  1801,  very  dis¬ 
appointed  and  somewhat  incensed  against  the  merchants  of 
Isle  de  France. 

In  1803  trade  was  just  as  brisk  as  in  1802,  in  spite  of 
the  yellow  fever  epidemic  which  then  raged  in  North 
America.  Isle  de  France  had  been  often  plagued  by 
ejiidemics,  small-pox  especially,  of  which  the  last  outbreak 
dated  from  1792.  So  when  information  about  yellow 
fever  was  received  in  April  1803,  the  Assembly  issued 
several  enactments  to  prevent  its  introduction  by  Ameri¬ 
can  ships,  and  even  revived  a  law  made  during  the  last 
small-pox  epidemic  enacting  that  any  shipmaster  found 
guilty  of  false  or  incomplete  declarations  about  the  disease 
would  be  liable  to  capital  ])unishment.  These  precautions 
proved  effective  and  Isle  de  France  was  spared. 

At  the  end  of  1803  an  important  change  took  place  in 
the  government  of  the  island.  After  coming  to  power 
Napoleon  sent  one  of  his  generals  named  Decaen  to  put 
an  end  to  the  republican  system  and  to  set  up  a  new  form 
of  administration  modelled  on  that  of  the  Old  Regime. 
As  he  agreed  to  forget  the  past  and  to  maintain  slavery, 
his  envoy  was  well  received  and  so,  after  enjoying  a  short 
spell  of  self-government,  the  settlers  of  Isle  de  France  now 
passed  under  a  kind  of  benevolent  dictatorship  which  was 
maintained  until  the  British  conquest.  Decaen  arrived 
in  September  1803,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  (6  Oetolier 
1803)  received  the  credentials  of  the  new  American  con¬ 
sul,  William  Buchanan,  whose  commission  was  first  issued 
on  Oth  July  1801.  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and 
confirmed  on  2Gth  January  1802.  Buchanan  was  a  popu¬ 
lar  figure  in  Isle  de  France,  having  married  in  a  family 
of  island  merchants.  He  was  to  remain  in  office  until 
181G,  and  seems  to  have  carried  on  well  with  the  new 
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administration,  tliomrli  General  Decaen  was  a  difficult  man 
to  ^et  on  Avitli.  Durinir  Deeaen’s  jrovernment  American 
trade  with  the  island  reached  its  most  flourishing  period 
with  01  arrivals  in  1804  and  98  in  1805.  that  is.  an 
average  of  about  2  shi])s  a  week.  The  years  1800  and 
1807  were  also  busy  years.  48  and  43  ships  being  recorded 
for  each,  that  is.  about  as  many  as  came  during  the  previ¬ 
ous  jieak  in  1700-98.  Accordimr  to  the  records  in  the 
^Mauritius  Archives.  American  voyages  to  Isle  de  France 
from  1804  to  1807  represented  more  than  half  of  the  com¬ 
merce  carried  out  by  neutral  ships  with  the  island.  The 
decline  began  in  1808  only  and  continued  during  the  last 
years  of  Decaen’s  government. 

The  peace  of  Amiens  was  but  a  short  truce  in  the  long 
struggle  between  Emrland  and  France.  When  Decaen 
arrived  hostilities  had  just  been  resumed  and  once  more 
Isle  de  France  privateers  sallied  out  to  prey  on  British 
East  Indian  commerce,  even  more  successfully,  for  some 
years  at  any  rate,  than  during  the  wars  of  the  Revolution. 
From  1803  to  1810,  167  prizes  were  brought  in.  So, 
American  traders  found  plenty  to  buy  while  the  supplies 
they  brought  were  most  welcome,  as  again  the  island  found 
itself  cut  off  from  France,  owing  to  strict  blockade  of  the 
French  coasts  by  the  British  navy.  British  blockade  of 
Isle  de  France  itself  did  not  interfere  much  with  this 
trade,  as  it  was  never  very  strict  before  1808.  The  real 
causes  of  the  decline  were  twofold.  The  first  was  the 
very  abundance  of  goods  available  for  sale  which  caused 
a  slump  in  the  market.  This  is  evidenced  by  accounts 
from  various  sources.  The  second  was  another  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  the  relations  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  which  began  about  1807,  and  reached  its  culmina¬ 
tion  with  the  Bayonne  proclamation  of  17th  April  1808, 
ordering  the  confiscation  of  all  American  ships  in  French 
ports. 

Unlike  ^Falartie  and  the  leaders  of  the  former  Assembly, 
Decaen  was  not  a  man  to  question  the  validity  of  orders 
from  the  home  government.  Even  beforp  matters  came 
to  a  head  between  France  and  the  States  he  caused  in 
1803  and  1807.  two  American  ships,  the  Despatch  and 
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the  Alciope  to  he  confiscated  for  contraveniii"  to  the  terms 
of  the  convention  of  30th  September  1800.  Six  more 
were  seized  on  his  instructions,  between  1800  and  1810. 
All  these  were  declared  lawful  captures  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  des  prises  which  he  had  set  up  for  this  purpose,  and 
whose  decisions  were  reversed  by  the  Cornell  des  Prises 
in  France  in  one  case  only,  that  of  the  Despatch.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  Edward  Trelawny’s  Adventures  of  a 
Younger  Son  may  be  relied  upon,  it  would  appear  that 
Decaen  showed  special  favour  to  at  least  one  American, 
even  during  the  quarrel  between  France  and  the  States. 
This  was  the  legendary'  De  Ruyter,  to  identify  whom, 
several  attempts  have  been  made,  all  in  vain.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  repeat  them  here,  but  this  much  may  be  said : 
so  far  searches  in  the  ^Mauritius  Archives  have  brought 
to  light  no  evidence  regarding  the  existence  of  any  per¬ 
son  that  might  fit  Trelawny’s  account,  nor,  indeed,  regard¬ 
ing  Trelawny’s  own  connection  with  Isle  de  France  be¬ 
tween  1807  and  1810.  Yet,  considering  that  much  of 
the  material  in  these  Archives  is  still  terra  incognita,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  something  may  be  found  some  day. 

However,  though  De  Ruyter  may  be  just  a  fictitious 
character,  there  did  live  in  Isle  de  France  in  those  days 
an  American  seaman  almost  as  fascinating  as  Trelawny’s 
hero.  He  is  William  Shaler  who  has  already  been  men¬ 
tioned  a  propos  of  Cleveland’s  visit.  The  son  of  a  priva¬ 
teer  of  the  American  Revolution  and  himself  a  sea  cap¬ 
tain  with  a  fine  record,  Shaler  was  a  character  in  whom 
De  Ruyter  would  have  recognized  a  twin  brother,  if  one 
may  judge  from  Cleveland’s  portrait  of  him:  “a  man  of 
rare  intellectual  power,  and  of  such  unflinching  courage, 
determined  will,  and  kingly  presence,  as  seemed  to  adapt 
him  morally  and  physically  to  a  leading  position  among 
his  fellow-men.”  Had  he  still  been  in  Isle  de  France 
when  Trelawny  visited  that  place  it  could  reasonably  be 
suggested  that  he  might  have  served  as  a  model  for  De 
Ruvter,  but  it  is  known  that  he  left  with  Cleveland  in 
!March  1801  never  to  return,  though  he  was  sailing  in 
the  Pacific  in  1808.  But  then,  the  dates  and  extent  of 
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Trelawny’s  own  wanderings  about  the  same  time  are  still 
uncertain. 

To  return  now  to  factual  history,  the  records  in  the 
Mauritius  Archives  show  that  commercial  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  States  and  Isle  de  France  practically  came  to 
a  stop  in  1800-10  when  only  10  American  ships  arrived, 
of  which  number  6  were  brought  in  as  prizes  by  French 
privateers.  Those  last  years  of  his  government  were  diffi¬ 
cult  and  trying  years  for  Decaen.  In  spite  of  repeated 
appeals,  no  assistance  came  from  France,  the  blockade 
had  considerably  reduced  the  activities  of  the  privateers, 
the  Cape,  Seychelles  and  Rodriguez  were  in  British  hands, 
and  neutral  ships  were  making  themselves  scarce.  By 
1810  he  was  prepared  to  welcome  any  neutrals,  in  spite 
of  Xapol eon’s  orders,  provided  they  brought  some  relief 
to  the  situation.  This  is  evidenced  by  one  of  his  des¬ 
patches  to  his  superior,  the  Minister  of  ^Marine,  dated  27th 
June  1810,  reporting  the  admission  into  the  harbour  of 
a  ship  flying  American  colours  but  actually  chartered  at 
Bristol:  “I  hope,”  he  wrote,  “Your  Excellency  will  not 
disapprove  of  my  taking  no  action  in  this  case,  because, 
in  our  present  predicament,  we  must  welcome  whatever 
is  brought  to  us,  wherever  it  may  come  from,  once  we 
are  assured  that  only  business  is  meant.” 

On  10th  May  1810  the  first  of  a  series  of  preliminary 
attacks  was  launched  by  the  British  blockading  forces 
against  Isle  de  France,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
its  objective  was  to  wrest  from  French  hands  the  Ameri¬ 
can  prize  ship  Ocean,  from  Philadelphia,  whom  her  cap- 
tors  had  run  into  the  Bale  du  Jacotet,  on  the  south  coast, 
to  escape  British  cruisers.  The  British  landing  party 
that  tried  to  secure  or,  at  least,  destroy  her  was  driven 
back,  and  her  cargo  worth  about  100,000  Spanish  dollars 
was  safely  brought  ashore,  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  Decaen  who  immediatelv  proceeded  to  the  spot  to 
direct  operations.  After  two  more  setbacks,  however,  the 
British  finally  succeeded  in  invading  and  conquering  Isle 
de  France  which  surrendered  on  3rd  December  1810. 
Could  it  only  have  held  out  a  little  longer  its  subsequent 
destinies  might  have  been  different,  for  in  1812  America 
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was  at  war  with  England  and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
supjiose  that  privateers  and  merchantmen  from  the  States 
would  then  have  flocked  to  Isle  de  France  and  that  they 
might  have  reversed  the  scales,  just  as  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  the  American  contribution  had  enabled  the  island 
to  defy  at  once  England  and  France. 

Before  concluding  this  survey  a  few  words  may  be 
said  on  subsequent  relations  between  America  and  British 
Mauritius.  Cleveland's  narrative,  which  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1843,  states  that  they  practically  ceased  in  1810. 
This  is  not  quite  true.  The  Anglo-American  war  of  1812- 
15  following  close  upon  the  conquest,  prevented  any  revival 
of  commercial  intercourse  with  the  States  during  the  early 
years  of  British  rule,  but  between  1818  and  1823  Ameri¬ 
can  colours  were  seen  again  in  numbers  in  Port-Louis 
harbour,  after  which  ships  from  the  United  States  came 
only  sporadically  until  1858-70  when  there  was  another 
revival.  So  it  seems  that  American  trade  with  Mauritius 
did  not  really  cease  until  after  the  opening  of  the  Suez 
Canal,  which  diverted  the  main  stream  of  East  Indian 
shipping  away  from  that  island.  It  should  be  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  number  of  American  arrivals  recorded  after 
1810,  for  any  one  year  never  exceeded  36.  This  was  the 
highest  figure,  reached  in  1863.  From  1816  when  Girard’s 
agent  in  IMauritius,  ^lartin  Bickham,  succeeded  Buchanan 
as  consul,  the  United  States  were  continuously  represented 
in  Mauritius  until  1911,  when  the  American  consulate 
was  closed.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  American  repre¬ 
sentatives  in  the  19th  century  was  Xicolas  Pike  (1866- 
73),  author  of  Suhtropical  rambles  in  the  land  of  the 
Aphanapteryx,  which  is  still  a  standard  work  of  reference 
on  ^Mauritius.  The  number  of  American  residents  which 
amounted  to  22  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  rose  to  75  in 
1871,  after  which  it  declined  until  it  fell  to  only  5  in 
1931.  The  last  census  enumeration  made  in  1944  records 
no  Americans  at  all.  The  chief  centre  of  interest  for 
American  businessmen  in  the  South  Indian  Ocean  now  is 
^ladagascar  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  first 
land  in  those  regions  to  attract  their  forbears  in  the  17th 
century. 


THE  DAILY  LIFE  OF 

MRS.  XATHAXIEL  KIXSMAX  IX  CHIXA,  1846 


Contributed  by  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Munroe 


Macao  2d  Mo.  24th  1846 

My  beloved  Parents  &  Sister — 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  I  am  once  more  at  home, 
after  all  mj'  perils  and  trials  in  Manila.  We  arrived  here 
safely  in  the  English  bark  Dorothy  on  first  day  evening  the 
lath  inst.,  after  a  passage  of  twelve  days  which  was  as  com¬ 
fortable  a  one  as  we  could  have  expected,  after  beating  for 
four  days  against  a  head  wind  and  strong  current.  On  the 
morning  of  that  day,  we  were  boarded  by  a  Compradore’s 
boat,  who  brought  off  fruit  &  vegetables — and  by  him  I  sent 
a  letter  to  Macao  to  my  husband,  at  a  venture  not  knowing 
whether  it  would  find  him  or  not.  The  boat  was  able  to  get 
up,  by  keeping  behind  the  islands,  in  narrow  channels  where 
a  ship  could  not  go,  so  that  at  8  P.M.  on  first  day  eve’g,  just 
as  we  anchored  in  the  roads,  the  boat  returned  with  a  letter 
from  my  dear  good  husband,  telling  me  that  he  was  here. 
Xext  morning  early,  he  sent  off  a  fast  boat  for  us,  &  we 
came  on  shore.  Mr.  Cunningham,  a  Boston  gentleman,  came 
over  in  the  Dorothy  with  us,  &  to  his  kindness  we  were  in¬ 
debted  for  rendering  our  passage  a  very  comfortable  one. 
yiy  dear  Ecca  ws^s  very  very  ill  for  a  fortnight  before  leaving 
Manila.  ...  At  one  time  I  had  little  or  no  hope  of  her  leav¬ 
ing  Manila  alive,  but  thanks  to  the  kindness  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  her  disease  (the  dysentery)  was  thrown  off,  and  she 
had  only  extreme  weakness  to  contend  with.  My  situation 
was  painful  in  the  extreme — separated  from  my  husband, 
on  whom  I  had  been  accustomed  to  lean  in  all  emergencies 
since  the  time  when  a  kind  Providence  had  given  me  the  safe 
&  sure  resting  place  of  his  excellent  judgment  &  firm  de¬ 
cision.  She  did  not  gain  strength  as  we  hoped  and  expected 
on  the  passage  over.  Within  the  last  few  days  she  has  been 
gradually  gaining  strength  though  slowly,  »S:  I  now  have  hopes 
of  her  recovery.  Our  good  doctor  advises  strongly  to  her 
going  home,  and  if  ])0ssible  I  shall  send  her,  but  it  w'ill  l)e 
necessary  for  Mary  Anne  to  accompany  her  as  I  cannot  leave 
(.388) 
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my  husband  here — his  health  is  so  very  delicate  that  my  first 
duty  is  to  be  near  him,  that  he  may  have  a  home  to  -which 
to  retreat  in  case  of  sickness.  .  .  .  My  husband  had  just  re¬ 
covered  from  an  attack  of  fever  &  -was  still  very  -w’eak.  Xatty 
had  been  confined  to  his  room  for  six  weeks  with  fever — 
and  was  a  perfect  little  shadow.  .  .  .  My  husband  remained 
with  me  a  week,  &  was  then  obliged  to  return  to  Canton; 
as  Mr.  Wetmore  leaves  in  the  Steamer  of  the  27th  for  home, 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  be  in  Canton  prior  to  Mr.  W.’s 
departure.  There  are  two  opportunities  by  which  Mary  Anne 
and  Ecca  might  go  home.  The  Natchez  would  afford  a  good 
opportunity,  if  she  is  not  already  full  of  passengers.  I  think 
it  is  doubtful  whether  they  could  be  accommodated.  Our 
friend  Eobeson  Moore  goes  home  in  the  Natchez.  He  is  in 
very  delicate  health.  Mr.  Sword  has  also  taken  passage  in 
this  vessel  for  himself  and  family — and  she  touches  here  to 
take  in  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Sword.  .  .  .  The  other  opportun¬ 
ity  is  the  Paul  Jones,  the  Captain  has  his  wife  on  board  & 
they  are  said  to  be  kind  &  excellent  people.  .  .  .  After  that, 

I  know  of  no  other,  as  M.  could  not  go  without  a  lady  on 
board. 

I  found  on  my  arrival  many  &  kind  letters  awaiting  me. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  dear  Willie  still  continues  so  wild  & 
shows  so  little  inclination  to  study — How  is  he  to  be  con¬ 
trolled?  I  wish  that  Daniel  Smith  could  have  the  training 
of  him.  It  is  high  time  that  he  was  taught  to  submit  to  the 
authority  of  his  friends.  I  am  very  much  pleased,  dear  Mother, 
with  the  pretty  cap  thee  sent  me.  It  just  fits  me.  The  books, 
etc.  have  been  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  the  dear  little 
invalids.  .  .  .  Our  good  Dr.  Watson  is  very  kind.  He  lives 
quite  near  &  comes  in  morning  &  evening  regularly,  &  often 
at  other  times  of  the  day.  Mrs.  Delano,  Mrs.  Forbes  &  Mrs. 
Eitchie  are  coming  back  from  their  winter’s  residence  in 
Canton  very  soon.  .  .  . 

I  hope  I  may  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  a  letter  from  thee  by  the  Overland  Mail.  It  arrived  3 
days  since,  &  if  there  was  a  letter,  it  has  gone  to  Canton  & 
wiil  probably  be  down  tomorrow.  .  .  .  Mary  Anne  has  great 
firmness,  &  she  expresses  her  entire  willingness  to  go  with 
Ecca  &  do  everything  in  her  power  for  her.  ...  I  am  some¬ 
times  inclined  to  despond  and  conclude  that  the  bright  days 
of  my  hitherto  remarkably  sunny  life  are  over,  and  that  only 
dark  ones  are  in  store  for  me — but  this  is  distrusting  the 
kind  Providence  of  God,  and  proving  what  I  have  remarked 


390  THE  DAILY  LIFE  OF  MES.  XATIIAXIEL  KINSMAX 

by  a  friend,  that  “if  the  sunshine  of  life  unfits  us  for  its 
shadows,  we  are  unworthy  to  have  enjoyed  it.”  .  .  .  Dear 
Ecca  continues  to  improve,  slowly,  it  is  true.  She  suffers 
no  pain  &  is  still  bright  &  active.  Her  mental  powers  have 
developed  greatly  within  the  last  few  months  &  she  is  quite 
too  precocious. — The  physician  in  Manila  cautioned  me 
against  allowing  her  to  read  or  study  too  much  after  her  re¬ 
covery.  She  cannot  bear  to  be  idle  a  moment — but  is  always 
either  reading,  sewing,  writing,  drawing,  or  something  of 
the  kind.  My  love  to  Willie — &  tell  him  if  he  loves  his 
Mother,  he  will  do  as  his  Aunt  Maria  wishes  him  to,  with¬ 
out  giving  her  any  trouble.  .  .  .  Farewell  darling  Sister, 

Thy  own  Rebecca 

Macao  Fourth  day,  3rd  Mo.  4th /46 

My  darling  Sister — 

Four  days  since,  I  closed  a  letter  of  two  sheets  to  send  to 
thee  by  the  Natchez  which  sailed  from  here  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing  with  a  fair  wind,  &  will  undoubtedly  make  a  quick  pass¬ 
age  home.  The  Medora  leaves  China  in  a  few  days  &  will 
be  the  last  or  only  vessel  sailing  for  home  that  we  are  aware 
of  for  some  time.  As  she  does  not  stop  at  Macao,  our  let¬ 
ters  to  be  in  time,  must  be  sent  up  tonight.  Mary  Anne 
mentioned  &  I  think  I  did  also  that  we  had  serious  thoughts, 
or  rather  I  had  of  sending  Ecca  home  with  her  in  either  the 
Natchez  or  Paul  Jones.  On  consulting  Dr.  Parker  at  Can¬ 
ton,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  weather  here  for  the 
next  two  months  would  be  as  conducive  to  her  recovery  as 
that  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  that  in  her  present  weak 
state,  it  would  be  running  a  great  risk  to  take  her  from  the 
physician’s  care.  This  decision  of  my  dear  husband  has 
greatly  relieved  me.  Last  night  I  received  a  letter  from  my 
old  friend  Mr.  Lowrie,  now  living  at  Hingpo,  one  of  the 
Northern  ports,  full  of  pious  thoughts,  and  kind  words — 
and  this  morning,  I  was  again  gratified  by  a  very  kind  and 
sympathizing  note  from  Mrs.  Rawle.  She  is  a  dear,  kind 
old  lady,  &  I  wish  more  than  I  can  express  that  she  &  her 
daughter  were  living  at  Macao,  instead  of  Hong  Kong.  It 
would  be  such  a  comfort  to  have  a  judicious  &  sympathizing 
&  at  the  same  time  experienced  friend.  We  are  much  alone, 
there  being  no  American  ladies  beside  ourselves  in  Macao — 
tho’  the  English  ladies  remaining  here — Mrs.  Stewart  &  Mrs. 
MacQueen  have  been  very  kind  in  offering  their  services — 
iiarticularly  the  former.  She  sends  a  bottle  of  new  milk  for 
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Ecca  every  morning,  &  in  various  other  ways  manifests  her 
desire  to  do  us  kindness.  Mrs.  Forbes  &  Mrs.  Delano  will 
be  here  very  soon,  &  I  shall  be  very,  very  glad — though  I  noiv 
stay  at  home  constantly  and  shall  probably  go  out  very  little, 
if  at  all,  after  their  ari-ival — as  I  do  not  wish  to  leave  Ecca 
— but  they  will  come  here  &  I  shall  know  that  they  are  near 
at  hand,  and  I  can  call  on  them  in  any  emergency.  Mrs. 
Kitchie  too,  intends  coming  down  in  the  course  of  the  month, 
and  thee  knows  what  a  kind  person  she  is.  We  have  had  a 
short  visit  from  Wm.  Moore — he  accompanied  Mr.  W.  to  H. 
Kong  to  see  him  embark  &  returned  with  Mr.  Bull  by  way 
of  Macao,  stopping  here  only  two  days  however.  They  left 
last  evening  for  Canton,  and  soon  after  their  arrival  up,  I 
expect  my  dear  husband  at  Macao  for  a  short  visit.  Mr. 
Cunningham  of  Boston  is  now  with  us  waiting  for  the  sail¬ 
ing  of  a  vessel  to  go  back  to  Manila.  He  is  a  very  agreeable 
gentlemanly  person,  &  we  shall  miss  him  very  much.  Kiss 
my  dear  Willie  for  me.  Ecca  often  speaks  of  him  &  loves 
him  very  much.  Farewell,  my  letter  is  called  for.  Love  and 
pray  for  your  affectionate  daughter  and  Sister, 

Eebecca 


My  love  to  our  dear  Sophronia  Page. 


Macao  3d  month  13th  1846 
The  question  of  sending  or  talcing  Ecca  home  is  now  a 
source  of  great  anxiety  to  us — and  the  path  of  duty  is  not 
clear  either  to  Nathaniel  or  myself.  It  seems  evident  that 
the  child  ought  to  go  home.  The  state  of  my  husband’s 
health  is  such  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  I  should  be  near 
him.  So  that  between  these  contending  duties  my  poor  heart 
is  well  nigh  rent  in  twain.  .  .  .  Mrs.  Delano  &  her  husband 
have  just  left  here ;  they  came  to  Macao  a  week  since.  Their 
return  was  hastened  by  the  hope  of  benefiting  their  little 
Susie,  who  is  very  ill.  ...  I  fear  there  is  not  much  hope  for 
her.  We  can  sympathize  tenderly  with  each  other  there¬ 
fore,  in  our  maternal  anxieties.  Third  Day  ITth.  Mrs. 
MacQueen  called.  She  brought  her  little  boy  David  with  her 
— a  remarkably  fine  boy  of  8  years  old — dressed  in  Highland 
costume — kilt  &  tartan — Immediately  after  her  return,  she 
sent  a  supply  of  new  books,  pictures  &  games  for  Ecca’s 
amusement — &  Ecca  is  at  this  moment  reading  aloud  to 
Nattie.  We  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  our  new  neigh¬ 
bor  Mrs.  Barnett  (the  wife  of  the  Naval  Storekeeper)  and 
she  and  her  husband  came  in  and  drank  tea  with  us  socially 
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last  evening.  She  is  bright  and  rather  pretty — has  a  pro¬ 
fusion  of  rich  brown  hair,  which  she  wears  in  large  curls 
at  the  sides,  and  the  remainder  tastefully  twisted  at  the  back 
of  her  head — rather  a  showy  looking  person  &  is  said  to  re¬ 
semble  very  much  Mrs.  Brooks’  sister,  Mrs.  Du  Blois  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  who  has  just  come  out  and  is  living  at  Hong  Kong.  It 
is  very  pleasant  to  have  this  lady  for  a  neighbor.  Mrs. 
Delano  is  a  long  way  from  us.  She  lives  where  Mrs.  Sword 
did.  The  house  itself  is  a  very  fine  one,  and  Mr.  D.  is  hav¬ 
ing  it  fitted  and  arranged  beautifully,  as  he  does  every  place 
where  he  lives.  Plenty  of  money  with  a  good  &  refined  taste 
being  combined,  there  is  no  difficult)'  in  accomplishing  almost 
anything  he  wishes. 

I  went  up  to  see  Mrs.  D.  a  few  minutes  today  after  dinner, 
while  Mary  Anne  read  to  Ecca.  I  found  little  Susie  out 
riding  in  her  little  carriage,  &  supported  by  pillows  & 
wrapped  in  furs, — a  coolie  drawing  the  carriage  and  the 
Ammah  walking  by  its  side.  Her  father’s  love  for  her  is 
beautiful  &  touching — He  will  sit  and  hold  her  patiently  for 
a  long  time — or  drag  her  around  the  house  in  her  little  bam¬ 
boo  chair.  .  .  .  How  changed  are  we  all  from  a  year  since. 
Then  Mrs.  Sword  was  with  us,  well, — dear  Dora  too, — now 
the  one  has  gone  home  and  the  other  to  her  long  eternal 
home.  ...  I  should  feel  entire  confidence,  in  sending  Ecca 
with  Mary  Anne  and  a  good  female  servant,  whom  I  have 
a  prospect  of  obtaining,  that  she  would  have  every  care  & 
attention  that  she  could  have  if  I  went  also.  Failing  this 
female  servant.  I  think  I  should  send  John,  who  w'ould  like 
to  go,  and  would  be  very  useful  in  preparing  her  food  at  the 
galley,  etc.,  etc. — &  of  whom  Ecca  is  very  fond.  If  the  wife 
of  the  Captain  of  some  desirable  ship  were  on  board,  then 
all  might  easily  be  arranged.  ...  It  is  very  unfortunate  that 
my  husband  cannot  now  be  with  me.  I  hope,  however,  he 
will  be  able  to  leave  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the 
next  Overland  Mail.  .  .  . 

First  day,  3d  Mo.  29th,  46 
...  On  6th  day  morning,  had  the  happiness  to  see  my  dear 
husband.  He  had  a  good  passage  down,  having  left  at  4 
P.M.,  and  reached  here  the  next  morning  at  11  A.M.,  look¬ 
ing  very  well.  .  .  .  Yesterday  Dr.  lYatson  brought  with  him 
a  Portuguese  physician,  a  Dr.  Severn,  to  see  Ecca.  .  .  .  Dr. 
Watson  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  for 
her  further.  She  now  takes  the  juice  of  beefsteak,  as  she 
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has  lost  her  relish  for  simple  diet,  milk,  sajro.  etc.  Mv  dear 
baby  is  very  well — and  grows  daily  more  lovely  &  interesting. 
He  is  very  fond  of  his  father  and  is  delighted  to  play  & 
frolic  with  him.  Oh — it  is  such  happiness  to  have  him  with 
us.  Does  it  not  seem  hard  that  we  must  be  separated.  I 
think,  my  dear  Sister,  that  thee  will  enjoy  having  Mary 
Anne  a  good  deal  with  thee.  The  recent  trying  season 
through  which  we  have  passed,  has  developed  her  character 
most  favourably,  and  many  qualities  which  in  the  sunshine 
of  happiness  iS:  quiet  might  have  lain  dormant  and  unsus¬ 
pected  of  existence  have  shown  themselves  most  favourably. 
She  possesses  warm  feelings,  but  unfortunately  locks  them 
up  too  much  in  her  own  bosom,  and  never  until  lately  have  , 
I  known  the  best  parts  of  her  character.  The  discipline  of 
life’s  trials  is  good  for  us  all.  She  has  uncommon  self- 
reliance  and  firmness  &  I  will  be  glad  if  thee  will  assist  and 
direct  her  in  her  reading.  Her  education  is  in  many  respects, 
very  defective,  but  she  now  seems  disposed  to  make  everj" 
effort  to  atone  for  past  neglect  or  rather  want  of  opportunity, 
as  since  we  have  been  here,  there  has  been  very  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  reading  or  stud}'.  Should  my  precious  child  live 
to  reach  home,  which  we  earnestly  &  really  hope,  she  is  ex¬ 
pecting  &  depending  on  living  with  “Cousin  !Mar}’”  at  Aunt 
Mary’s  house.  M.  has  talked  to  her  about  her  cousin  Annie^ 
a  great  deal.  I  do  not  know  how  thee  may  feel  about  relin¬ 
quishing  her  to  Aunt  Mary,  but  you  will  arrange  the  matter 
as  you  think  best.  Ecca  has  been  in  her  chair  today  to  Mrs. 
Delano’s  to  see  Ella  Forbes  who  is  a  nice  little  girl  of  five 
years.  .  .  . 

The  Zenohia,  my  husband’s  favourite  ship,  and  the  Akhar 
are  also  expected  shortly  &  will  both  be  dispatched  for  home 
within  a  month  or  two.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  men¬ 
tioned  the  ship  Lucas  in  my  last  letter,  as  a  jjossible  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  sending  Ecca  home — but  the  accounts  we  receive 
of  the  Captain’s  lady  are  not  such  as  to  make  us  willing  to 
trust  M.  &  Ecca  to  her  care.  ...  I  cannot  tell  thee  how  much, 
hoAv  very,  very  much,  I  enjoyed  having  my  dear  husband 
with  us  again.  I  feel  as  if  I  never  before  knew  his  full  value. 
He  is  so  kind,  so  considerate,  so  self-sacrificing,  &  has  so 
much  firmness  &  good  judgment,  that  with  his  support,  I 
feel  as  if  the  trials  of  life  might  be  met  &  borne  easily.  .  .  . 

1  Annie  E.  Kinsman,  daughter  of  Joshua  Kinsman,  K. 
Kinsman’s  brother.  She  married  Manuel  F.  C.  Fenollosa. 
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Macao  4th  Mo.  13th  1846 

My  dearly  beloved  friends — 

I  know  that  this  letter  will  be  looked  for  with  even  more 
anxiety  than  any  of  the  preceding  ones,  because  it  will  con¬ 
vey  to  you  the  intelligence  of  our  decision  with  regard  *o 
sending  home  our  darling  daughter.  It  was  after  many  pain¬ 
ful  &  anxious  deliberations,  finally  concluded,  that  I  should 
remain  here,  and  that  Mary  Anne  should  go  home  with  Ecca, 
&  John  go  with  them.  They  are  to  go  in  the  Douglas  with 
Capt.  Sumner — Ecca  has  been  improving  for  the  last  few 
weeks,  which  is  an  expressible  comfort,  as  it  leads  us  con¬ 
fidently  to  hope  that  she  may  go  on  board  ship,  in  such  a 
state  as  to  be  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the  voyage.  We  have 
a  fine  goat  and  the  promise  of  one  or  two  more  which  will 
supply  Ecca  with  milk.  She  now  goes  out  every  fine  day 
in  the  chair,  and  seems  to  enjoy  the  rides  particularly  if  she 
can  call  to  see  someone.  M.  knows  exactly  what  to  do  for 
her  and  John,  you  know,  is  invaluable.  The  Douglas  arrived 
here  on  the  1st.  April.  Capt.  Sumner  has  used  great  dispatch 
in  discharging  his  cargo  of  rice  and  yesterday  left  for  Wham¬ 
poa.  His  cargo  of  teas  is  ready  for  him  and  he  will  probably 
be  ready  to  leave  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnight.  Mary  Anne 
has  gone  with  him  to  Canton.  I  was  not  willing  that  she 
should  leave  China  without  seeing  it.  The  accounts  from 
Willie  are  very  comforting  and  pleasant  and  his  letters  bet¬ 
ter  than  any  he  had  previously  written.  I  was  delighted  to 
hear  that  he  preferred  buying  presents  for  his  dear  Mother 
&  Sister  with  his  little  savings,  to  expending  them  for  his 
own  selfish  gratification.  Oh,  may  he  be  spared  &  grow  to 
be  a  comfort  to  the  declining  years  of  his  parents.  Xone  of 
the  children  compare  in  l)eauty  with  dear  Ecca.  I  fear  I 
have  loved  her  too  well.  She  says  give  my  love  to  Grandpa, 
Grandma  and  Aunty  and  tell  them  I  expect  to  come  home 
very  soon.  She  seems  much  pleased  with  the  idea  of  going 
home.  She  is  a  very  interesting  companion.  Dr.  Watson 
told  me  this  morning  that  he  has  no  doubt  by  the  time  she 
has  been  to  sea  a  month  she  will  be  comjiaratively  well.  .  .  . 

Mr.  Gilman  has  been  stopping  here.  He  is  from  Exeter — 
has  been  in  China  eleven  years — a  ])artner  in  the  house  of 
Russell  &  Co. — returns  home  with  a  large  fortune.  Mr. 
Spooner — another  partner  of  Russell  &  Co.,  &  Capt.  Duma- 
resque  also  go  by  this  mail.  Happy — happy  people!  how  I 
envy  them  returning  to  their  dear  native  land  with  fortunes 
sufficient  to  satisfy  almost  anyone’s  ambition.  .  .  .  Mary  Anne 
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is  still  in  Canton  waiting  an  opportunity  to  return.  She  says 
“Uncle’s  room,  tho’  one  of  the  most  pleasant  sleeping  rooms 
in  the  house,  is  dark  &  gloomy,  and  she  does  not  wonder  that 
he  gets  homesick.”  The  rooms  in  the  front  of  the  house — 
parlours  &  dining  room,  are  very  pleasant,  facing  the  Square 
— She  is  to  stay  with  Mrs.  Parker  and  was  to  go  round  there 
with  her  Uncle  after  dinner.  I  hope  she  will  enjoy  her  visit, 
&  I  think  the  change  will  be  of  service  to  her.  ...  I  have 
not  time  to  write  much  more,  as  the  letters  must  go  today. 
Ecca  said  yesterday — “Mother,  I  wish  the  Douglas  would  go 
soon.”  I  asked  why.  She  replied — “Because  I  must  part 
with  you  and  I  want  it  to  be  over.”  My  heart  is  very  sad, 
but  when  they  have  gone  I  shall  feel  better.  My  husband 
needs  my  support  and  encouragement.  I  know  thee,  my  dear¬ 
est  Sister,  and  all  m}'  family,  will  feel  very  much  disappointed 
when  you  hear  that  I  am  to  remain  another  year  in  China — 
...  I  went  this  forenoon  to  call  on  Mrs.  Forbes  who  arrived 
from  Canton  a  day  or  two  since.  (She  is  at  Mrs.  Delano’s) 
and  found  her  a  very  handsome,  lady-like  woman.  Her  little 
girl  of  five  years  old  is  with  her — a  pretty  child.  She  brought 
out  also  a  little  boy  older — but  sent  him  back  home  again 
by  the  same  ship.  I  found  poor  Mrs.  Delano  very  sad.  Her 
daughter  Susie  is  no  better.  .  .  . 

Canton  5th  Mo.  19th  1846 

My  dearly  beloved  Mother : 

.  .  .  Mary  Anne  &  Ecca  with  John  left  us  on  the  28th  of 
4th  month,  three  weeks  ago  today,  in  the  Douglas,  Capt. 
Sumner,  for  their  dear  native  land.  The  trial  of  parting 
with  her  was  almost  more  than  I  could  bear.  At  the  date  of 
my  last  Overland  letter,  Mary  Anne  was  in  Canton.  She 
returned  with  my  husband  to  Macao  on  the  24th,  appearing 
to  have  enjoyed  her  visit.  On  the  morning  of  third  day, 
the  28th,  my  husband,  Natty  &  myself  accompanied  Mary 
&  Ecca  on  board  the  Douglas  and  after  remaining  about  two 
hours,  arranging  the  baggage,  etc.,  we  bade  them  adieu  with 
aching  hearts.  ...  In  one  year  more,  we  hope  and  expect  kind 
Providence  permitting,  to  leave  China  ourselves,  and  I  shall 
do  so  without  a  single  regret,  although  I  have  endeavored 
while  here  to  be  contented  and  enjoy  my  situation  which 
afforded  many  comforts  and  advantages  .  .  .  Nathaniel  re¬ 
mained  with  me  in  Macao  ten  days  or  twelve,  and  then  I 
came  with  him  to  Canton,  taking  Natty  and  Abbott  with  me. 
I  have  been  here  ten  days  and  if  the  children  continue  well. 
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I  propose  to  remain  a  fortnight  longer.  I  am  glad  to  be 
here  with  Xathaniel.  ...  I  prefer  being  here  to  l>eing  in 
Macao,  it  is  so  much  less  lonely.  I  long,  dearest  mother,  to 
show  thee  my  darling  Abbott — he  is  a  fine  boj',  and  I  feel 
sure  thee  will  love  him  as  well  as  either  of  the  other  grand¬ 
children.  Xatty  is  sitting  near  me  on  the  sofa  amusing 
himself  with  his  sewing.  He  has  a  regular  work  basket — 
with  needles,  scissors,  etc.  I  encourage  him  in  these  quiet 
sources  of  amusement.  He  cannot  yet  read. 

I  have  been  out  on  the  river  in  a  large  boat  several  times 
since  I  have  been  here,  with  my  husband  and  Wm.  Moore. 
This  is  the  customary  recreation  after  dinner,  as  there  is  no 
good  place  for  walking  except  the  square,  in  front  of  the 
factories,  which  is  very  limited.  People  go  up  the  river 
some  distance,  anchor  the  boats,  and  enjoy  the  pure  &  de¬ 
lightful  air  for  an  hour  or  two  and  then  return  home.  The 
boat  in  which  we  go  is  called  a  Hong-Boat,  used  for  visiting 
the  Hongs  or  Chinese  places  of  business.  It  is  covered — 
and  seems  like  a  little  room — Abbott  enjoys  running  about 
the  Square  with  his  nurse,  pla5’ing  with  some  little  kids 
which  we  brought  up  with  their  mother,  a  nice  goat,  for  the 
sake  of  having  pure  milk  for  him. 

5th  Mo.  22nd.  When  thee  reads  this,  my  dear  Mother,  I 
trust  the  Douglas  with  her  precious  freight,  will  not  be  far 
distant.  She  may  be  expected  to  arrive  home  early  in  the 
9th  month,  or  possibly  the  latter  part  of  the  8th  month.  Oh 
— how  anxious  we  shall  be  for  news  from  her.  Sophia  Haw¬ 
thorne’s  idea,  or  impression  of  this  climate  is  rather  exag¬ 
gerated — I  never  saw  any  such  etfect  on  the  children  here 
as  the  “Yellow  Skin,”  or  heard  of  it.  After  children  are 
7  or  8  years  old,  their  growth  becomes  too  rapid  &  like  tropi¬ 
cal  plants,  they  shoot  up  beyond  their  strength  &  become 
thin  &  pale — ^but  for  young  children  I  consider  it  a  healthy 
climate.  Ecca  was  old  enough  to  go  home,  and  I  should  not 
feel  willing  to  keep  Xatty  here  longer  than  another  year. 

Hear  Sister  Annie  remarks  that  there  is  much  trembling 
(?)  for  me,  lest  my  manner  of  life  here  may  unfit  me  for 
the  quiet  life  at  home.  Oh  how  little  my  friends  know  me. 
How  little  they  know  the  intensity  of  my  longing  for  home, 
and  its  quiet,  calm  comforts — for  that  clear  Pine  St.  Meet¬ 
ing-  and  the  home  gathering  on  First  day  evenings  at  the 
paternal  mansion.  You  must  not  suppose  that  there  have 

2  Pine  Street  Meeting  House  was  the  (Quaker  Meeting 
House  in  Salem. 
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been  no  trials  to  encounter.  We  have  had  some  things  '^o 
trouble  &  annoy  us  greatly,  but  while  my  husband  &  myself 
could  sympathize  with  each  other,  they  were  easily  home 
&  I  have  preferred  to  dwell  in  my  letters  on  the  bright  & 
pleasant  parts  of  my  daily  life  &  I  have  certainly  much  to 
be  thankful  for.  But  do  not  for  a  moment  think  me  changed 
except  it  be  in  increasing  love  for  home  &  all  its  dear  asso¬ 
ciations.  The  articles  of  silver,  dearest,  are  bespoken.  Thee 
did  not  say  anything  about  the  pattern  thee  wished  them  but 
I  thought  thee  would  like  them  as  I  should.  ...  I  do  not 
know  but  thee  might  have  preferred  them  plain.  As  the 
duty  on  silver  is  very  heavy,  I  think  it  will  not  be  best  to 
send  them  home  until  we  come.  Sister  Annie  would  enjoy 
seeing  these  pretty  shops  &  curious  articles,  I  intend  to  be¬ 
speak  the  articles  of  China  ware,  to  match  Mother’s  set, 
while  I  am  here,  if  they  do  not  cost  too  much.  I  have  an 
idea  they  will  be  very  expensive. 

Canton  6th  Mo.  16th,  1846  Third  day 

What !  still  at  Canton  ?  my  dear  Sister  will  exclaim  on  read¬ 
ing  my  date — yes,  my  beloved  friends,  I  am  still  here  &  have 
been  here  for  five  weeks.  We  are  now  in  hourly  expectation 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Mail,  which  we  hope  will  bring  us  tid¬ 
ings  of  the  Douglas  arrival  at  Anjar,  and  of  the  welfare  of 
our  beloved  daughter.  ...  I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for 
the  non-appearance  of  the  letters  (from  home)  .  .  .  No  letters 
have  ever  yet  failed  of  reaching  us,  which  I  think  remark¬ 
able,  as  they  have  been  sent  in  such  a  variety  of  ways  by 
Sydney,  Singapore,  Manila,  etc.  etc.  ...  As  this  is  a  very 
leisure  time  as  to  business  (my  husband  &  Wm.  Moore  are 
the  only  partners  here  now,  &  one  of  them  is  obliged  to  lie 
constantly  in  Canton)  it  has  been  very  pleasant  to  me  to 
be  with  him.  Now  we  are  having  heavy  rains  &  the  weather 
is  dark  &  gloomy.  The  Chinese  are  very  apprehensive  that 
their  rice  crops  will  be  severely  injured. 

There  have  been  two  fast  boat  robberies  between  Canton 
&  H-Kong  within  the  last  month.  There  is  an  island,  near 
which  the  boats  pass,  which  is  infested  by  pirates  or  ladrones, 
&  who  find  a  safe  hiding  place  in  its  recesses.  It  is  said 
preparations  are  making  to  send  out  steamers  from  H-Kong 
to  endeavor  to  capture  them.  In  one  of  the  boats,  Mr.  West 
was  a  passenger  with  two  young  Portuguese.  Thee  may  recol¬ 
lect  my  having  mentioned  Mr.  W.  before  frequently.  He  is  a 
young  artist  who  came  out  attached  to  Mr.  Cushing’s  lega- 
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tion,  and  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  everything  he  has  un¬ 
dertaken,  tho’  he  is  said  to  be  worthy  &  deserving  of  success. 
A  friend  had  recently  loaned  him  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  to  purchase  a  very  fine  daguerreotype  apparatus,  just 
imported  from  England.  He  had  before  been  very  successful 
taking  likenesses,  &  we  were  thinking  of  having  Natty’s  & 
Abbott’s  taken — but  his  new  machine  being  adapted  to  land¬ 
scapes,  he  was  on  his  way  to  H.  Kong,  with  a  view  of  taking 
some  of  the  pretty  views  in  that  vicinity.  The  robbers  took 
everything  he  possessed — clothes  &  all  &  he  is  completely 
stripped.  One  of  the  young  Portuguese  was  a  clerk  in  the 
house  of  Nye,  Parkin  (?)  &  Co.  &  was  on  his  way  to  Macao 
to  be  married — going  by  way  of  H.  Kong  to  make  some  pur¬ 
chases  for  the  wedding.  In  his  fright  &  alarm,  he  jumped 
overboard  &  was  drowned.  Was  it  not  sad  ?  It  is  said  many 
people  are  going  from  H.  Kong  to  Macao  this  summer,  & 
some  have  already  gone  from  Canton  &  taken  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  for  the  summer. 

.  .  .  My  dear  little  friend  Mrs.  Delano  has  another  little 
daughter  added  to  the  family,  now  a  fortnight  old.  It  arrived 
very  unexpectedly  in  this  world  of  ours — a  month  too  soon. 
Strange  to  say  the  little  Susie  is  improving  under  the  care 
of  a  Chinese  physician  who  has  been  called  in,  as  all  the 
remedies  of  the  European  physicians  proved  unavailing.  The 
remedies  he  has  prescribed  are  very  simple — mostly  tonics 
&  some  slight  changes  in  her  diet — but  the  charm  employed 
is  to  hold  in  her  hand  the  paw  of  a  moiikey  (cut  ofl!)  and  to 
play  with  a  tame  monkey.  The  disease  is  called  in  Macao 
“The  Monkey  decline.”  .  .  .  Mr.  Delano  says  the  improve¬ 
ment  in  Susie  is  very  decided,  tho’  not  great  but  sufficiently 
evident  to  give  them  great  encouragement — I  hope  she  may 
recover,  if  she  does  it  will  seem  almost  miraculous.  Fourth 
day  llth.  Dearly  beloved,  truly,  “when  it  rains  it  pours” — 
my  husband  came  into  my  room  bringing  thy  welcome  letter 
of  April  1st  and  one  from  Sister  Mary  K.  We  sat  down  & 
read  these  before  I  had  finished  dressing.  Almost  immedi¬ 
ately  afterward,  the  missing  packet  by  T.  W.  Seers  was 
handed  in — I  had  such  a  feast.  The  packet  of  newspapers 
from  M.  Foote  &  the  “Cricket  on  the  Hearth,”  too.  What  a 
dear,  good  long  letter  yours  was — thee  is  indeed  a  darling 
Sister  &  thy  journal  of  7  sheets  has  given  me  much  comfort. 
The  remainder  of  the  letters  have  been  received  &  the  An  jar 
report  of  vessels  up  to  2Tth  of  May.  Nothing  of  the  Douglas. 
I  cannot  help  feeling  greatly  disappointed.  Now  we  must 
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wait  another  month,  as  patiently  as  we  can,  unless  some  ship 
on  her  way  up,  should  chance  to  bring  us  intelligence.  The 
Douglas  must  have  had  a  longer  passage  down  the  China  Sea 
than  we  expected  she  would. 

Thee  mentions  that  Sophia  Hawthorne  has  never  heard  of 
my  having  received  her  letter.  I  am  sorry  for  this,  as  she 
must  think  me  very  neglectful.  I  hope  to  find  her  still  in 
Salem  on  my  return  to  the  dear  old  place.  I  have  received 
from  one  of  the  tea  merchants  since  I  have  been  here  three 
small  boxes  of  tea — I  am  very  glad  to  have  it  as  I  wish  +o 
send  it  to  some  of  my  friends.  .  .  .  The  Shawl  merchant,  Mr. 
Linking,  was  here  yesterday  &  I  bespoke  a  silk  shawl  for  thee 
&  myself  like  one  I  have  been  wearing,  &  which  I  found  very 
useful,  &  one  also  for  my  dear  Mother.  This  I  did  at  a  ven¬ 
ture,  using  my  own  judgment  about  the  color  &  silk.  This 
house  is  one  of  the  pleasantest,  if  not  the  most  so  of  ill 
the  factories  in  Canton.  Mary  Anne  will  show  thee  which 
it  is  on  the  pictures  you  have.  The  view  of  the  Square  & 
the  river  beyond  is  very  pretty.  I  should  like  to  go  home 
Overland  greatly — but  the  expense  attending  it  renders  it 
out  of  the  question  for  us  to  think  of.  Seventh  day,  20th. 
I  did  not  anticipate  the  pleasure  when  I  last  wrote  of  being 
able  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mary  Anne 
dated  Anjar  May  28th  giving  us  the  delightful  intelligence 
of  the  improved  health  of  our  dear  child.  Oh  ivhat  a  weight 
seems  taken  off  my  heart,  for  now  that  we  know  she  bore  the 
voyage  down  the  China  Sea  so  well,  &  improved  notwith¬ 
standing  the  extreme  heat,  I  think  we  have  good  reason  to 
hope  &  expect  her  entire  recovery.  It  is  very  fortunate  that 
Mary  Anne  wrote  this  letter  beside  the  other,  as  that  went 
to  Batavia  to  be  forwarded  by  steamer  which  my  husband 
thought  the  most  direct  way,  &  we  shall  be  obliged  to  wait 
another  whole  month  for  it,  it  being  a  little  too  late  for  the 
last  mail — but  an  English  ship  happened  to  pass  the  very 
next  day,  &  brought  us  this  precious  and  invaluable  messen¬ 
ger.  Perhaps  I  did  not  appreciate  the  blessing  that  Ecca 
was  to  me,  &  it  is  right  that  I  should  he  deprived  of  her.  I 
am  sure  thee  will  enjoy  her — she  is  so  lovely.  But  do,  dear¬ 
est,  be  very  careful  as  to  her  diet. 

It  is  one  o’clock.  Our  room  is  extremely  pleasant — and  it 
is  so  delightful  to  be  where  Xathaniel  can  step  in  every 
now  &  then  &  we  can  exchange  a  greeting.  He  is  very  much 
engaged  today,  as  is  everyone  else  preparing  for  the  mail. 
We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  damp  rainy  weather  lately,  but 
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now  the  summer  monsoon  has  fairly  set  in  &  we  have  south¬ 
westerly  breezes  and  clear  sunshine,  though  frequent  showers 
fall.  Yesterday  we  had  a  heavy  thunder  shower — Xatty  is 
always  aived  by  thunder,  tho’  he  does  not  seem  terrified. 
He  remarked  that  he  thought  he  had  heard  fiercer  thunder  at 
Macao.  I  went  to  the  hospital  with  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Parker® 
the  first  day  since  I  have  been  here.  The  doctor  has  religious 
services  there  every  Sabbath  at  half  past  one  o’clock — &  any 
Chinese  attend  who  choose — &  most  of  the  Missionaries. 
There  was  quite  a  large  number  present,  among  them  a  few 
women,  and  all  appeared  to  listen  ■with  respectful  attention, 
tho’  on  many  faces  there  was  an  incredulous  smile — An  old 
China  Man,  whom  they  call  the  Apostle,  &  who  has  a  good 
serious  face,  read  a  chapter  from  Luke’s  gospel,  &  then  ex¬ 
plained  and  commented  upon  it  at  considerable  length.  This 
man  was  one  of  Dr.  Morrison’s  converts  &  has  since  remained 
firm  in  the  faith.  Dr.  Parker  then  addressed  the  company 
for  a  few  moments,  after  which  the  Patriarch  offered  up  a 
prayer.  It  was  really  quite  solemn  tho’  in  an  unknown 
tongue.  Several  of  the  females  had  small,  very  small  feet, 
&  one  was  a  well  dressed,  genteel  woman,  evidently  of  the 
better  class.  Mrs.  Parker  told  me  she  attends  regularly.  A 
tract  containing  the  chapter  read,  or  perhaps  the  w^hole  gospel 
in  Chinese,  was  given  to  each  person.  Around  the  hall  were 
hung  paintings  representing  the  most  remarkable  diseases 
that  had  been  cured  at  the  hospital.  In  some  cases  the  pa¬ 
tient  before  &  after  the  operation.  Dr.  Parker  explained 
them  to  me.  I  should  think  such  horrible  deformities  were 
never  seen  in  any  civilized  country — but  the  Chinese  are 
totally  ignorant  of  surgery  &.  therefore  diseases  which  if  taken 
at  their  commencement  might  be  easily  cured,  go  on  increas¬ 
ing  until  they  become  frightful. 

After  the  services,  one  of  the  women  (a  patient)  asked  us 
to  walk  up  into  the  women’s  wards — we  did  so — and  at  Mrs. 
Parker’s  request,  a  very  good-looking  young  woman  unband¬ 
aged  her  poor  little  foot  &  showed  us  its  deformity.  I  had 
no  idea  how  they  looked  before  &  iirs.  Parker  never  had  seen 
one,  but  she  had  heard  me  say  I  should  like  to,  so  she  asked 

3  Dr.  Peter  Parker,  M.D.  was  the  first  medical  missionary 
to  China.  He  was  interpreter  for  Caleb  Cnshing  in  his  mission 
to  China  when  the  first  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
China  was  made.  The  Chinese  had  preat  confidence  in  Dr. 
Parker,  who  had  been  in  China  since  1834.  Tyler  Dennett  — 
“Americans  in  Eastern  Asia.” 
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this  woman.  The  great  toe  forms  the  point  of  the  foot,  the 
other  toes  being  turned  or  bent  down  on  the  sole  of  the  foot — 
the  heel  is  raised  &  the  middle  of  the  foot  hollowed  precisely 
like  a  high  heel  boot — the  ankle  enlarged  to  a  deformity — & 
this  thej'  call  beauty.  I  have  spoken  to  several  China  Men 
about  it,  when  they  spoke  of  having  daughters.  They  all  say 
“no  good  fashion,”  “but  that  women  likey,  so  how  fashion? 
Must  do” — One  man  said  he  always  went  away,  when  his 
wife  bound  up  her  daughter’s  feet,  because  he  could  not  bear 
to  hear  her  cry.  They  say  if  they  were  to  let  their  daughter’s 
feet  grow  large,  when  they  grew  up,  they  would  not  like  it, 
but  would  be  very  sorry.  “They  could  not  catchy  so  good 
husbands.”  It  is  very  painful  to  see  them  totter  along  with 
so  much  difficulty.  Upper  classes  never  walk  at  all.  Mrs. 
Parker  says  children  (little  girls)  are  often  brought  to  have 
their  ulcerated  feet  attended  to  by  Dr.  P.,  but  such  is  their 
pride  &  firmness  that  they  beg  to  have  the  bandages  put  on 
again  as  soon  as  possible.  The  importance  of  small  feet  is 
impressed  on  their  minds  from  the  earliest  infancy. 

Dr.  Parker  has  had  several  cases  of  boys  lately  to  be  oper¬ 
ated  on  for  hair  lip.  One  in  particular  he  mentioned  the 
other  day — a  boy  of  ten  years  old.  His  friends  told  him  if 
he  kept  his  face  very  still  the  operation  would  be  performed 
very  well,  and  he  would  look  like  other  people  &  could  get  a 
handsome  wife;  the  boy  scarcely  moved  a  muscle  during  the 
operation  &  in  ten  days  he  was  well  &  so  little  disfigured 
that  one  would  have  hardly  noticed  the  scar.  Their  firm¬ 
ness  &  capability  for  enduring  pain  are  wonderful.  It  must 
be  owing  in  some  measure  to  their  want  of  imagination  & 
of  sensibility  &  partly  to  their  simple  habits  of  life.  The 
Strabo  may  be  expected  very  soon — I  hear  she  brings  out  ice. 
My  love  affectionately  to  Uncle  Philip  &  the  dear  Cousins, 
to  Uncle  Henry  (poor  man,  how  much  I  pity  him)  George 
&  Mary,  Wm.  &  Elizabeth — Aunt  Collins,  Cousin  Esther  & 
all  my  dear  friends  as  if  named,  believe  me  thy  truly  loving 
sister  Eebecca 


Canton,  6th  Mo.  18th  1846  Fifth  day. 
My  dearly  beloved  Sister: 

By  the  time  this  reaches  thee,  and  long  before,  the  Douglas 
will  be  at  home,  and  you  will  know  whether  our  dear  child 
is  still  among  the  living.  If  alive,  I  have  no  doubt  she  will 
be  quite  well.  Oh — my  dearest  Sister,  how  earnest  are  my 
prayers  that  our  precious  child’s  life  shall  be  spared.  We 
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cannot  expect  to  hear  from  you  after  their  return,  before 
the  middle  of  November  at  earliest  &  perhaps  not  before 
December.  I  have  very  little  leisure — in  the  evening,  we 
usually  have  some  visitors  in — Wm.  Peirce  comes  in  often, 
&  I  am  always  very  glad  to  see  him.  He  is  going  to  Shanghai 
to  live,  will  go  very  soon — and  will  no  doubt  be  a  rich  man 
in  a  few  years.  At  Shanghai  the  winters  are  longer  &  colder 
&  I  believe  the  climate  is  very  healthy.  I  think  it  will  be 
a  more  desirable  place  of  residence  than  either  of  the  other 
ports.  Mr.  Peirce  will  build  a  house,  directly  after  getting 
there,  I  believe.  There  are,  as  yet,  no  European  houses  there 
except  those  which  have  been  built  by  the  persons  who  occupy 
them. 

The  visitors  the  other  day  proved  to  be  Mrs.  Devan  &  her 
husband.  Dr.  D.,  Missionaries.  The  lady  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasing,  agreeable  people  I  have  seen  in  China.  She  is 
young — perhps  26  or  27 — very  pretty  &  lady  like  and  very 
well  informed.  They  are  real  enthusiasts  in  the  cause.  Dr. 
D.  sacrificed  a  lucrative  profession  in  New  York,  and  Mrs. 
D,  was  the  daughter  of  a  well  known  editor  in  New  York, 
quite  wealthy,  &  she  had  been  accustomed  to  all  the  elegan¬ 
cies  and  refinements  of  wealth.  They  are  now  living  in  a 
small  Chinese  house  which  they  have  rented,  and  fitted  up 
so  as  to  make  it  decent  to  live  in — nothing  more.  They  are 
both  studying  the  language  very  diligently,  &  their  gre.at 
wish  and  aim  seems  to  be  to  obtain  more  free  intercourse 
with  the  people — particularly  the  females,  and  on  this  account 
they  prefer  living  as  they  do  directly  among  them.  They 
have  two  young  Chinese  Converts,  who  preach  for  them  & 
they  have  Services  at  their  house  twice  in  the  week  (morn¬ 
ings)  beside  the  Sabbath,  and  every  evening  reading  of  the 
Scriptures.  Mrs.  Devan  says  she  expects  to  spend  her  life 
here.  Perhaps  after  being  here  ten  years,  she  may  go  home 
for  a  short  visit.  She  seemed  perfectly  happy  &  cheerful 
and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  enlightening  the  heathen  Chinese. 
They  have  no  children.  Another  interruption — it  was  Frank 
Hillard  just  up  from  Macao.  He  says  he  expects  to  live 
in  Canton  now  for  good.  It  is  rather  a  warm  time  to  com¬ 
mence  living  here. 

Macao  First  day  7th  Mo.  19th  1846 
My  beloved  parents  and  Sister — 

You  will  perceive  by  my  date,  that  I  am  once  more  in 
Macao — at  home.  On  the  27th  my  husband,  self  &  children 
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with  Mrs.  Parker  came  down  in  the  Steamer  Corsair  leaving 
in  the  morning  at  1  and  arriving  here  at  5  in  the  afternoon. 
This  was  a  great  convenience  as  it  is  often  very  tedious  com¬ 
ing  down  in  a  fast  boat  at  this  season  of  the  year.  My  hus¬ 
band  remained  with  us  about  a  week,  &  then  returned  to 
Canton  in  the  Steamer  by  way  of  Hong-Kong.  .  ,  .  The 
Ilouqua  has  arrived,  hut  brings  me  no  letters.  You  probably 
did  not  know  of  her  sailing.  She  had  a  very  short  passage. 
Thy  journal  of  six  sheets,  I  hope  will  come  by  the  Montauh 
or  Panama — both  were  to  sail  very  shortly  after  the  Mail 
left,  not  by  the  Rainbow  this  time,  as  she  is  to  come  by  way 
of  S.  America — how  marvellously  short  her  last  passage  was 
79  days.  The  account  of  Phila  Yearly  Meeting  was  interest¬ 
ing  to  me.  What  a  piece  of  bigotry  injustice  to  refuse 
to  receive  dear  Sophronia’s  certificate.  Mrs.  Eawle  wrote 
me  the  other  day  that  she  had  heard  there  was  a  division 
in  the  Society  at  home,  &  wished  me  to  tell  her  about  it — 
said  she  hoped  “Cousin  Ann  Mifflin,”  who  is  her  particular 
friend,  would  write  her  all  about  it. 

The  visit  of  the  English  friends^  must  have  been  very 
pleasant.  Mrs.  Parker  is  staying  with  me,  which  is  a  very 
great  comfort  to  me.  She  is  very  pleasant  &  amiable  as  well 
as  intelligent  &  not  in  the  least  ceremonious,  so  that  all  my 
avocations  go  on  in  the  same  manner  as  if  she  were  not  here. 
She  enters  into  my  occupations  with  interest,  &  we  enjoy 
much  together.  When  I  last  wrote,  Mrs.  Delano’s  little 
Susie  was  thought  to  be  decidedly  better — ^but  the  improve¬ 
ment  was  only  imaginary.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  of 
June  she  died  quite  suddenly  at  last — &  the  stroke  was  a 
very  severe  one  to  the  fond  parents.  The  little  Louise,  Mrs. 
D’s  baby  of  6  weeks  old,  is  a  dear  pretty  little  creature. 
There  is  now  some  anxiety  on  account  of  a  wet  nurse  for 
her,  the  one  they  have,  is  not  willing  to  go  home  with  them. 
I  hope  they  may  succeed  in  finding  one.  If  they  should  not, 
they  cannot  go — but  I  suppose  there  is  little  doubt  that  one 
may  be  found — there  are  plenty  of  them,  but  they  are  not 
generally  willing  to  go  to  sea.  The  loss  of  their  society  will 
be  to  me  very  great.  Arriving,  as  they  did  in  China,  very 
soon  after  us,  we  became  soon  quite  intimate — and  have  al¬ 
ways  been  warm  friends.  I  fear  they  will  have  a  rather  un¬ 
comfortable  time — the  heat  in  the  China  Sea  will  be  very 
great  &  in  the  Red  Sea,  as  well  as  in  crossing  the  desert. 
My  husband  is  well  &  hoping  to  be  able  to  come  down  soon 
4.  Probably  English  Quakers,  who  came  over  to  preach. 
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after  the  Mail  is  gone.  Everybody’s  movements  depend  upon 
the  arrival  &  departure  of  the  Mails.  We  have  been  at  meet¬ 
ing — Our  Services  now  are  held  at  5  P.M. — a  pleasant  hour. 
A  Sermon  from  Dr.  Hopper  &  some  good  singing.  After 
meeting,  went  home  to  get  “Watch”  (whom  we  are  obliged 
to  shut  up  at  home,  when  we  go  to  meeting)  otherwise  he 
itisisis  upon  accompanying  us,  &  is  rather  troublesome  when 
there,  as  he  has  a  great  propensity  to  barking ;  then  with  Mr. 
Parker  &  Natty,  went  around  the  Point,  to  enjoy  the  evening 
breeze.  Met  several  friends  there,  with  whom  we  sat  upon 
the  rocks,  &  enjoyed  the  lovely  evening.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Delano 
came  home  to  tea  with  us. 

.  .  .  Abbott  is  highly  delighted  with  the  new  achievement 
of  putting  words  together.  Mrs.  Parker  is  trying  to  teach 
him  to  saj’  “Peter  Parker”  to  greet  the  worthy  doctor  when 
he  comes  down.  Ella  Forbes  lives  next  door  &  Natty  enjoys 
going  in  to  play  with  her,  &  to  have  her  come  in  here,  which 
she  does  very  often.  Ella  is  just  his  own  age,  &  they  play 
admirably  together.  There  is  a  Mrs.  Vesey  here  now,  an 
English  lady,  who  proposes  to  take  some  children  to  teach. 
I  think  I  may  let  Natty  go  by  &  by  when  the  weather  grows 
cooler.  We  are  anticipating  some  additions  to  our  circle 
this  winter — Mr.  &  Mrs.  Everett,^  are  we  presume,  on  their 
way,  (&  the  wife  of  our  good  Dr.  Watson  is  on  her  way.) 
Whether  they  will  live  in  Macao  or  Canton  is  uncertain.  Mr. 
Everett’s  services  will  I  presume  be  needed  in  Canton — but 
the  difficulty  will  be  to  find  a  place  to  live  in — Houses  are 
difficult,  almost  impossible  to  be  found,  and  rents  enormous, 
which  with  his  limited  salary,  would  be  unpleasant.  Dr. 
Parker  is  very  anxious  to  obtain  a  house,  and  has  been  for 
some  time  endeavouring  to  make  arrangements  to  have  one 
built  for  him,  which  he  is  to  take  on  a  lease  for  a  term  of 
years.  Several  times  he  has  thought  the  matter  all  but 
settled,  when  the  Slippery  China  Man  was  off  again.  He 
wrote  Mrs.  Parker  the  other  day  that  there  was  a  factory 
to  let,  the  second  from  the  front — of  course  not  very  pleasant 
—rent  $2,000 ! 

I  have  written  all  this,  &  have  not  told  you  a  word  about 

5  Alexander  H.  Everett  of  Massachusetts  was  appointed 
commissioner  to  China  in  1843,  at  a  salary  of  $3000.  He  reached 
China  in  October,  1846.  He  was  charged  with  the  general  super¬ 
intendence  of  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  China  and  instructed  to  cultivate  the  good  will  of  the 
Chinese  government  and  jieople.  He  died  in  China  June,  1847. 
Tyler  Dennett. 
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the  riot  in  Canton !  You  will  see  a  full  account  of  it  in  the 
next  “Repository”®  which  Nathaniel  will  send  home — but  will 
merely  say  that  it  originated  in  a  fancied  insult  which  an  Eng¬ 
lishman  (a  Mr.  Compton)  received  from  a  China  Man  in  the 
Street — he  seized  him  by  the  tail  &  pulled  him  into  his 
house — the  man  made  his  escape,  but  almost  immediately,  a 
Mob  assembled,  attacked  the  house,  attempted  to  set  fire  to 
it,  etc.  The  foreigners  assembled,  armed  themselves  &  went 
out  to  drive  away  the  rascals.  They  fled,  but  after  a  short 
time,  turned  upon  their  pursuers  whom  they  assailed  with 
stones,  brick  bats,  or  anything  at  hand — Several  foreigners 
were  more  or  less  wounded.  The  foreigners  then  fired  upon 
them.  Several  were  killed  &  wounded  and  the  effect  was 
electrical — they  disappeared  instantly  &  not  one  of  the  late, 
noisy,  excited,  demoniacal  crowd,  was  to  be  seen.  This  de¬ 
cided  step  on  the  part  of  the  foreigners,  will  undoubtedly 
he  productive  of  much  good — The  rabble  will  know  hereafter 
what  they  may  expect  upon  similar  occasions — The  Chinese 
officers  of  the  City  Government  &  the  most  respectable  mer¬ 
chants  uphold  the  foreigners — as  they  say  it  was  done  in  self 
defence,  and  fortunately  those  who  were  killed,  were  identified 
as  being  very  bad  men,  of  whom  the  world  is  well  rid.  This 
the  Chinese  call  “A  Number  one  good  chance,”  that  it  should 
so  have  happened  that  the  men  shot,  were  those  who  ought  in 
justice  to  have  suffered.  They  (the  foreign  community)  now 
entertain  no  fears  for  the  future,  (as  they  are  all  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  arms  &  ammunition,  and  regularly  organized  as 
a  Military  body,  in  case  of  another  attack)  except  from  fire — 
here  lies  their  greatest  danger — ^but  of  this,  there  is  no  great 
danger  until  the  dry  North  winds  commence  blowing  in  the 
Autumn.  My  dear  husband,  I  am  glad  to  say,  was  not  there 
— It  occurred  on  the  day  he  left  Macao.  A  body  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  armed  waited  on  the  Missionaries  to  offer  to  escort  them 
within  the  Walls,  which  surround  the  factories,  as  all  of 
them,  except  Dr.  Parker,  live  outside — but  they  all  refused 
to  leave,  preferring  to  remain  where  they  were.  ...  A  War 
Steamer,  the  Vesta  I  believe  (English),  was  sent  up  next 
day  from  Whampoa,  &  a  guard  of  one  or  more  hundreds  of 
Chinese  Soldiers  were  sent  to  guard  the  factories.  My  hus- 

6  “The  Chinese  Repository”  was  a  paper  published  in  Eng¬ 
lish  at  Canton  from  1832  to  1851  by  Samuel  Wells  Williams, 
an  unordained  missionary,  who  went  to  China  in  1834  to  take 
charge  of  the  printing  press  of  the  American  Board  of  Com¬ 
missioners  for  Foreign  Missions.  He  was  later  interpreter  for 
Commodore  Perry  in  the  Japan  expedition. 
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band  wrote  me  that  their  presence  on  the  Square  was  a  pro¬ 
tection,  but  they  were  a  ragamuffin  looking  set  of  fellows — 
their  employments — drinking,  smoking  &  plaj'ing  cards — I 
think  if  you  could  see  a  Chinese  Soldier,  you  would  agree 
with  me,  that  he  was  a  burlesque  upon  the  name.  Several 
boats  from  the  American  Ships  at  Whampoa,  were  towed  up 
by  the  Steamer  Corsair — well  manned  &  armed — also  many 
Marines  were  sent  from  Danish  Ships  of  War — lying  at 
Whampoa.  Happily  all  is  now  quiet,  and  I  doubt  not  will 
remain  so.  I  pray  God  that  such  may  be  the  case.  The 
books  &  papers  from  the  Mercantile  houses  were  removed  to 
the  Chinese  Hongs  for  safety — but  have  since  been  brought 
back  again. 

A  note  has  just  been  bro’t  in  from  Mrs.  Delano.  She  is 
as  busy  as  she  can  be — and  wishes  me  to  come  up  after  din¬ 
ner — I  must  try  to  go  if  the  wind  will  let  my  Chair  remain 
in  an  upright  position.  .  .  .  How  happy  Mr.  Gilman  must 
be  to  meet  once  more  his  friends,  particularly  his  aged  par¬ 
ents,  after  an  absence  of  10  or  12  years!  I  hope  you  will 
see  him,  as  he  has  been  a  very  good  friend  of  ours,  I  hope 
that  Capt.  Dumaresq  &  Mr.  Spooner  will  also  call  to  see 
you.  Mr.  Spooner  is  an  excellent  young  man  &  one  of  our 
first  acquaintances  in  China.  Love  to  dear  Willie  &  I  would 
say  to  my  sweet  Ecca  also,  but  that  I  find  it  impossible  to 
realize  that  she  can  ever  be  with  you  living. 

Macao  First  day,  7th  Nov.  26th /46 
My  dearly  beloved  Sister — 

Yesterday  at  about  noon,  I  received  a  letter  from  my  hus¬ 
band,  informing  me  that  he  and  Dr.  Parker  intended  taking 
passage  for  Macao  via  HongKong  in  the  Steamer,  when  she 
took  letters  down  for  the  Mail.  Accordingly  they  arrived 
last  evening  at  about  5  o’clock,  having  passed  24  hours  at 
H-Kong.  The  Steamer  brought  joy  to  other  lonely  hearts 
beside  mine  &  Mrs.  Parker’s.  It  is  very  pleasant  having 
Dr.  Parker  here.  He  seems  to  enjo}'  himself  so  much,  and 
looks  so  happy.  There  is  something  in  the  presence  of  a 
cheerful,  contented  person  that  has  a  happifying  influence 
on  those  around — Is  it  not  so?  He  is  reading  D’Aubigny’s 
history  of  the  Keformation,  and  to-day  he  called  me  to  listen 
to  a  eulogv'  upon  repose  &  quiet — being  contained  in  some 
advice  given  by  the  gentle  peace-loving  Melancthon  to  one 
of  his  own  zealous  &  active  friends.  The  worthy  Dr.  con¬ 
cluded,  if  love  of  repose  was  a  virtue,  he  might  lay  claim  to 
being  very  virtuous.  He  was  at  the  moment  lying  extended 
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on  a  couch,  his  wife  sittinjr  by — a  picture  of  comfort.  .  .  . 
On  first  day  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  thee.  It  con¬ 
tained  a  mention  of  the  death  of  David  Pingree’s  Son,  of 
which  we  had  not  before  heard.  .  .  .  To-day,  we  are  to  have 
company  at  dinner — Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bush  &  Sister  &  Mrs.  Forbes 
— beside  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Parker.  I  will  tell  thee  about  the  party 
when  it  is  over.  I  hope  things  will  go  on  well,  but  I  miss 
John  very  much  on  these  occasions.  Mrs.  Parker  has  made 
some  floating  island  for  the  occasion,  &  she  &  I  together 
have  made  some  cake.  Second  day,  3rd.  Dearest  Sis — Our 
dinner  on  Seventh  day  went  off  very  well.  The  ladies  were 
in  good  spirits  &  very  agreeable;  the  company  was  increased 
at  tea-time  by  the  addition  of  Mrs.  Delano,  &  Mrs.  Gillespie, 
&  Messrs.  Lamson,  Eogers,  Cunningham,  Vinton  &  Oxnard — 
young  gents  from  Canton — and  Mr.  Brown  &  Julia.  After 
tea,  Ella  Forbes  &  the  little  Bushes  came  in,  dt  Nathaniel 
with  some  of  the  young  gents  went  down  in  the  yard,  and 
set  fire  to  some  pretty  fire  works,  crackers  &c. — which  were 
presented  to  Natty  at  Canton — greatly  to  the  delight  of  the 
juvenile  members  of  the  party.  They  were  so  ]iretty,  that 
I  shall  try  to  bring  some  to  Willie.  .  .  .  Busy, — in  addition 
to  other  cares,  this  morning,  with  ^Yas]l  man  &  iaiJor.  Third 
day  J/ih — After  breakfast,  settled  my  Compradore’s  account, 
which  caused  me  a  trial  of  temper,  as  he  is  a  regular 
“Squeeze,”  as  the  Chinese  say — &  im})Oses  on  me  sometimes 
unbearabh’ — but  if  we  were  to  change  we  might  get  a  worse 
one,  they  are  all  great  trials.  Mr.  Vinton  came  in  after 
tea — this  young  gentleman  is  from  Providence,  &  is  a  clerk 
of  Mr.  Bull — a  very  fine  young  man.  Several  more  gentle¬ 
men  have  arrived  to-day  from  Canton.  Macao  seems  to  be 
more  in  favour  this  summer  than  usual. 

The  new  Governor  has  imposed  a  heavy  tax,  which  if  not 
modified,  will  be  likely  to  bear  heavily  even  upon  the  foreign 
residents  here,  and  is  a  very  unpopular  measure.  If  the  law 
is  to  go  into  effect — then  &  after  the  first  of  August,  it  may 
drive  away  foreigners — which  would  be  a  pity  from  this 
pretty  place.  But  the  owner  of  property  (the  Portuguese) 
are  very  desirous  that  the  law  or  tax  should  be  modified  & 
they  think  it  will  be.  The  Governor,  I  learn,  is  already  tired 
of  Macao  &  has  signified  to  the  Home  Government  his  desire 
to  be  relieved.  He  came  out  only  in  April  I  think — he  has 
soon  become  weary.  .  .  .  Calls  from  Clement  Nye  &  Mr. 
Caesar  (not  “Julius,”  as  I  was  at  first  told).  They  arrived 
yesterday  from  Canton  &  had  a  boisterous  passage  down, 
being  12  hours  in  sight  of  Macao,  without  being  able  to  reach 


408  THE  DAILY  LIFE  OF  MES.  NATHANIEL  KINSMAN 

it,  which  must  have  been  very  trying.  The  Helen  Augusta, 
the  Ice  Ship  from  Boston  is  into-day — Xo  letters  for  us — She 
has  had  a  long  passage,  &  people  began  to  feel  anxious  for 
her  safety.  Mr.  Heard  (Mrs.  Treadwell’s  Xephew),  called 
at  the  Ship  (at  Whampoa)  on  his  way  down  and  procured 
some  ice,  and  has  had  the  kindness  to  send  us  a  large  piece. 
The  clouds  have  worn  a  "nasty”  appearance  as  the  Sailors 
say  (but  I  am  sorry  to  use  so  inelegant  an  expression)  for 
several  days,  &  some  persons  have  feared  a  typhoon,  but  I 
dont  believe  we  shall  have  one.  While  Dr.  Parker  was  with 
us,  he  used  to  ask  a  blessing  at  table — and  Xatty’s  head  was 
always  reverentially  bowed,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  Doctor 
about  to  perform  the  duty.  When  he  left,  Xatty  said  in  a 
tone  of  regret — “now  we  have  no  one  to  ask  a  blessing.” 
The  Doctor  is  extravagantly  fond  of  children — It  seems  a 
pity  that  he  is  not  blessed  with  some  of  his  own.  Some  young 
gentlemen  who  leave  at  noon  today  have  been  in  separately, 
five  of  them  this  morning  to  say  good  bye,  which  has  greatly 
hindered  my  letter.  The  ice  is  most  refreshing  this  warm 
day — Natty  is  extremely  fond  of  it,  our  butter  was  so  nice 
&  hard  this  morning,  that  we  realized  how  firm  it  used  to 
he  at  home — Such  as  we  call  good  here,  I  suppose  we  should 
hardly  consider  decent  there.  .  .  . 

Macao  Second  day  Morning — 8th  Mo  24th /46 
My  darling  Sister — 

Thee  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  I  am  not  alone — Mrs.  Bawle, 
Mary  &  Emilia  are  here — Emilia  has  been  staying  with  me 
for  several  weeks,  her  grandma  &  Aunt  came  yesterday  in  the 
Steamer  from  H-Kong.  They  will  remain  with  me  for  2 
weeks.  They  are  delightful  people,  and  it  is  very  pleasant 
having  them  with  us.  .  .  .  My  husband  had  received  a  letter 
from  F.  Webb,  at  Penang,  announcing  the  death  of  his  Father 
— a  very  sad  event  indeed — poor  man — how  hard  to  die  so 
far  from  home  &  friends.  It  must  have  been  a  great  comfort 
to  him  to  have  had  so  good  a  Son  to  attend  him  in  his  last 
moments.  On  7th  day  morning  while  yet  at  the  breakfast 
table,  my  young  friend  Annie  Deblois  came  in  to  put  the 
ribbon  on  my  Neapolitan  bonnet,  which  I  have  washed  & 
pressed  and  made  “amaist  as  good  as  new.”  She  had  previ¬ 
ously  engaged  to  do  this.  Mrs.  Follen  tells  me  of  her  pro¬ 
posed  plan  with  regard  to  Willie,  offering  to  keep  him  an¬ 
other  year  with  her  &  to  send  him  to  a  public  school  in 
Cambridge,  which  she  says  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  country 
— but  says  candidly  that  it  will  not  be  possible  for  her  to 
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exercise  the  personal  supervision  which  she  has  hitherto  done 
over  him.  ...  I  feel  sorrv'  that  thee  will  be  obliged  to  have 
charge  of  him  so  long — a  part  of  July — all  August  &  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  part  of  the  year  when  one  feels  least  disposed  for 
care  and  exertion — I  feel  thee  will  find  the  care  of  him  for 
so  long,  very  wearing  &  tedious  but  there  seems  no  help  for 
it — I  hope  thee  will  send  him  to  school  during  that  time. 
Mrs.  F.  says — “My  Soul  longs  for  freedom” — referring  to 
the  care  of  Willie.  I  wish  she  could  take  my  cares  &  duties 
upon  her  (not  soul)  but  mind  &  body  for  a  single  week.  .  .  . 
My  dear  husband’s  health  has  so  far  been  remarkably  good 
this  summer — that  is,  he  has  had  no  attack  of  fever,  &  I 
hope  he  may  escape  without  one.  His  friends  here  say,  he 
has  now  become  acclimated,  &  that  there  is  no  fear  of  his 
being  liable  to  them,  as  he  has  hitherto  been. 

.  .  .  What  a  terrible  thing  that  our  beloved  country  should 
he  involved  in  'War!  but  we  hope  that  it  will  be  of  short  dura¬ 
tion,  and  that  such  was  the  general  opinion  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  prices  of  foreign  imports  had  not  risen, 
which  they  would  have  done,  had  an  interruption  to  our  com- 
mei’ce  been  anticipated.  We  must  wait  patiently  till  the 
next  mail — Oh  what  an  unspeakable  comfort  these  regular 
mails  are.  ...  I  would  prefer  in  future  that  you  would  not 
send  boxes  by  way  of  Manila — as  Mr.  Osborn  has  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  with  them  at  the  Custom  house  there — They  in¬ 
sist  upon  opening  every  package,  altho’  assured  that  it  con¬ 
tains  only  newspapers.  The  one  per  Slrabo  was  opened  & 
examined — and  Mr.  0.  says  in  a  letter  to  me  “I  fancy  your 
Sister  little  thought  when  she  so  carefully  enclosed  the  box 
in  brown  paper,  that  it  would  be  opened  by  a  mixed  com¬ 
pany  of  Spaniards,  Indians  &  Mesti^as.”  .  .  .  With  regard  to 
dear  Willie,  I  think  it  is  best  he  should  remain  with  Mrs.  F. 
the  remainder  of  the  time  we  are  absent — Haverford  is  closed, 
&  even  if  it  were  not,  for  one  year,  it  would  hardly  be  best 
to  change  infiuences.  ...  By  the  Chicora  I  intend  sending  a 
small  box  of  Tea  to  dear  Uncle  Philip  &  one  to  Mrs.  Peabody. 
My  affectionate  love  to  Sophia  when  thee  sees  her,  also  to 
Mary  Mann  &  E.  P.  Peabody.  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
cross'^  this  letter,  but  must  &  say  Adieu — with  much  love, 
I  remain 

Thy  most  affectionate  Sister 
Rebecca 

7  Write  across  the  first  writing  on  a  page — This  saved 
weight  for  postage  and  was  almost  impossible  to  read. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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The  Hawthoexes.  By  Vernon  Loggins.  1951,  365  pp., 
octavo,  cloth.  Xew  York:  Columbia  University  Press. 
Price,  $5.00. 

This  latest  book  in  the  Hawthorne  saga,  is  a  little  different 
from  the  usual  run  of  biographies  in  that  it  is  a  biographi¬ 
cal  sketch  of  each  of  the  seven  generations,  including  the 
novelist.  Beginning  with  Major  William  Hathorne,  the  first 
of  the  Hathornes  to  come  to  America  and  ending  with 
Nathaniel’s  daughter  Rose,  who  became  a  Roman  Catholic, 
the  book  gives  admirable  sketches  of  the  lives  of  the  men  in 
the  direct  line  to  the  present  time.  It  brings  together  many 
historical  facts  which  have  not  appeared  before  in  print  and 
is  of  interest  to  all  who  would  know  the  story  of  seven  gen¬ 
erations  of  a  typical  American  family.  It  is  a  slice  of 
American  civilization,  a  remarkable  study  in  genealogy'  and 
a  very  human  chronicle.  Recommended  to  all  libraries. 

Melville’s  Early  Life  and  Redburx.  By  William  H. 
Gilman.  1951,  378  pp.,  octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York: 
New  York  University  Press,  Washington  Square. 
Price,  $5.00. 

The  lack  of  records  of  Melville’s  early  life  has  induced  this 
author  to  dig  deeper  into  the  subject  and  he  has  come  up 
with  a  book  which  is  very  worthwhile.  To  date  no  study 
has  been  made  of  the  relation  between  Melville’s  early  life 
and  his  story  Redburn,  the  book  which  seems  to  picture  his 
youth.  All  previous  biographers  have  assumed  that  the  book 
was  actually  autobiographical,  but  Mr.  Gilman  has  a  new 
study  of  Melville’s  life  from  1819  to  1841,  using  both  old 
and  unexplored  sources  and  depending  almost  entirely  upon 
objective  evidence.  The  new  material  has  certainly  war¬ 
ranted  both  another  biogra])hy  and  a  revaluation  of  Mel¬ 
ville’s  artistry  in  Redburn.  There  are  valuable  and  volumin¬ 
ous  notes,  and  several  appendices,  all  of  which  complete  a 
most  thorough  study.  It  will  be  received  by  the  literary 
world  as  a  substantial  contribution.  The  end  papers  show 
genealogical  charts  of  the  Melvilles  and  the  Gansevoorts. 
Recommended  to  all  libraries. 
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Libeett  and  Peopeett.  By  E.  V.  Coleman.  1951,  606  pp., 
octavo,  cloth,  illus.  New  York:  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons. 
Price,  $5.00. 

Mr.  Coleman,  who  is  the  well-known  historical  writer,  and 
the  managing  editor  of  the  “Dictionary  of  American  Biogra¬ 
phy,”  has  just  brought  out  a  new  book.  Here  in  a  single 
volume  is  an  authorative  account  of  the  dramatic  growth, 
and  the  commercial  and  political  development  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  colonies  between  1664  and  1765.  From  settlements  along 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  a  diverse  group  of  people  under  Eng¬ 
lish  rule  were  pushing  westward  and  making  hostile  contact 
with  partisans  of  France  and  Spain.  The  result  was  to  be 
the  North  American  continent.  All  these  finally  banded  to¬ 
gether  against  the  mother  country.  A  dramatic  storv’^  pre¬ 
sented  in  readable  form  with  many  illustrations  from  famous 
paintings  and  engravings.  It  covers  the  fabulous  century 
in  which  the  United  States  was  born.  Kecommended  to  all 
libraries. 
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Mrs.  Beniamin,  61. 

Benj[amin],  61,  62. 

Daniel,  278. 

Jos[eph],  53,  369. 

Mary,  355. 

Porter,  - ,  157, 

160-165,  167-175. 
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Porter,  Capt.  - , 

158-174. 

Benj[amin],  60, 

370. 

David,  157,  176. 
Dudley,  371. 
Edward,  263. 
Elijah,  261. 

Mary,  261. 

Ruth  A.,  261. 
Thomas,  261,  342, 
368. 

AV[illia]m,  54. 

Post,  L.  B.,  245. 
Potter,  Ann,  41. 

Pousland,  - ,  82. 

\V[illia]m„  76,  82, 
89. 

Pratt,  John,  47. 
Julius  W.,  156,  177. 

Preble,  - ,  16,  22, 

24,  26,  27-29, 155, 
156,  158, 160,  169, 
174. 

Capt.  - ,  16,  19- 

26,  28-30,  176. 

Com.  - ,  38,  39. 

Edward,  16,  18.  19, 

26,  28,  30,  38, 175, 
177. 

G.,  18,  160. 

George,  16,  175. 
George  H.,  12,  21, 
177. 

Prescott,  Prescot, 

Presscott,  - , 

345,  355,  356,  368. 

Dr.  - ,  326. 

Mr. - ,  49,  58,  62, 

179-181,  183,192- 

206,  341,345,353, 

354,  357. 

Mrs.  - ,  345. 

Parson  - ,  353, 

355. 

Rev.  - ,  64,  188. 

B.,  197. 

Benjamin,  58,  178, 
183,  184,  187, 193, 
195,  197-201,  203- 

207,  342,343,345- 
347,  353-355,  359. 

Dorothy  C.,  346. 
Elizabeth,  345,  347. 


Prescott,  Elizabeth 
H.,  58,  345. 
Hannah,  345,  347. 
Harriet,  331. 

Henry,  345-347, 
353,  354. 

John.  345. 
Jonathan,  58. 

Mary  P.,  58,  345. 
Mercj’,  346. 

Mercj"  G.,  58,  345. 
Rebecca,  346,  355. 
Rebecca  M.,  345, 
355. 

Sarah,  345. 
William,  13. 
Preston,  Annis,  74. 

John,  92,  369. 
Priscilla,  92. 

Price,  Capt.  - ,  62. 

Prince,  Capt.  - , 

34. 

James,  189,  191. 
Proctor,  Procter,  — , 
372. 

Mrs.  - ,  372. 

Benjamin,  44,  52, 
53,  60. 

John,  41,  60,  61, 
189-191,  198.  199, 
202,  341,342,369, 
372. 

Mrs.  Jo[h]n,  61. 
Jonathan,  51,  195. 
Lydia,  372. 

Nathan.  198-200, 
205,  341,342,360. 
Ruth,  372. 

Stephen.  369. 
Sylvester,  353. 
Thorndike,  44,  50- 
53,  59,  184,  185, 

187. 

Prouty,  Betsy,  250. 
Pudney,  Pudne, 

Jo[hln,  60. 
Jonathan.  62. 
Samuel,  62,  187. 
Mrs.  Samuel.  62. 
Pudinton,  Daniel, 

188. 

Purrington,  Daniel, 

190. 

Putnam,  - ,  217. 

Mr.  - ,  341. 


Putnam,  Aaron,  341. 
Benjamin,  48. 
Daniel,  341. 

David,  369. 

George  G.,  95. 
Jonathan,  43,  48. 
Nathaniel.  87. 
Thomas,  59,  94. 
Putnam  &  Cheever, 
87,  94. 

Pynchon,  Catherine, 
232. 

Joseph,  219. 

Marv,  219. 

Polly,  215. 

W’Dliam,  232. 

Quary,  Robert,  374. 
Quincy,  .Tosiah,  229. 

Quintama,  Dr.  - , 

292. 

Rand,  - ,  252. 

Rantoul,  Robert  S., 

68. 

Ravoc,  - .  139. 

Rawle,  Mr.  - ,  142. 

Mrs.  - ,  147,  390, 

403,  408. 

Samuel  B.,  135. 

Ray,  Miss  - ,  313. 

Raymond,  - ,  213, 

228. 

W.  O.,  212. 

Ravnes,  Capt.  - , 

‘  99. 

Read,  Reed,  Reid,  — , 
184,  226. 

Col.  - ,  225. 

Dr.  - ,  283,  285, 

291,  294,  297. 

W[i]d[ow]  - , 

61. 

Benj[aminl,  86. 
Isaac,  364. 

Jacob,  44,  52,  53, 
59-61,  180,  183, 

184,  354. 

Reuben,  152. 
Reeves.  Elizabeth,  87. 
Reid  see  Read. 
Remmons,  Remons, 
Elleanor  D.,  87. 
John,  87. 

Mehitable  F.,  87. 
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Eemmons, Robert,  87. 

Reynolds,  - ,  332. 

Dr.  - ,  313. 

Miss - ,  324,  332. 

Mr.  - ,  311,  312, 

314,  320,324,327, 
329. 

Mrs. - ,  323,  327, 

328. 

Edward,  313. 

F.,  320. 

Fanny,  311-313, 

315,  322-324. 

Frances  M.,  311. 
Madeline,  332. 
William,  313. 
William  B.,  311, 

332. 

Rice,  - ,  235-237. 

Rich,  Mr.  - ,  56, 

62. 

Richardson,  Joshua, 
13. 

Ripley,  Mrs.  - , 

121. 

Ritchie,  Mr.  - , 

115,  116,  147,286. 

Mrs. - ,  125,  127, 

128,  138,  148,  286, 
301,  389,  391. 

Roach,  - ,  172. 

Robinson  Robonson, 
Jo[h]n,  61. 

Mrs.  Jo[h]n,  61. 
Sarah,  64. 

Robotti,  Mrs.  - , 

97. 

Frances  D.,  97. 
Rogers,  Rodgers,  — , 
174. 

Capt.  - ,  39,  40, 

155. 

Comm.  - ,  157. 

Mr.  - ,  54,  132, 

407. 

Sgt.  - ,  37. 

Jacob,  139. 

John,  39,  40,  123. 
Richard,  115. 

Roland,  - ,  215. 

Rolfe,  Mr.  - ,  243. 

Roosevelt,  Theodore, 
177. 

Roots,  Tliomas,  41. 


Ropes,  Hards',  13. 

Maria,  290. 

Samuel,  13. 

Rose.  Bracklej',  13. 

Ross,  Betsj',  356. 

Runnels,  - ,  332. 

N.  T.,  332. 

Russell,  Russel, 

John,  86. 

Jona[than],  348. 

William  R.,  79. 

Russell  &  Co.,  261, 
267,  394. 

Russell  Sturgis 

(firm),  281. 

Rust,  Daniel,  17. 

Rus'ter,  -  de,  376, 

385. 

Ryley,  - ,  222. 

Saltonstall,  Mr.  — , 
129,  131. 

H.,  132. 

Henrs',  131. 

Lucj',  132. 

Samqua,  - ,  134. 

Sanderson,  E.,  13. 

J.,  13. 

Santa  Coloma,  Mrs. 

- de,  278,  285, 

288,  289,  299. 

Sargent  Sargeant, 
- ,  224. 

Marj’,  78. 

Nathaniel  P.,  224. 

Saunders,  Thomas, 
13. 

Saurin,  - ,  311. 

Schenck,  Elizabeth 
H.,  219. 

Seldon,  Robert,  79. 

Sever,  Capt. - ,  22- 

24. 

Severo,  Dr. - ,  392. 

Sewall,  - ,  101, 

211,  224. 

Judge  - ,  101, 

228,  241. 

David,  224. 

Esther  Q.,  231. 

Henry.  112. 

Jane  D.,  112. 

Jonathan,  211,  228, 
231. 


Shaflin,  Shafflin, 

W[i]d[ow]  - , 

61. 

Ales,  64. 

Shaler,  - ,  385. 

William,  382,  385. 

Sharpe,  Samuel,  5. 

Shaw,  Israel,  44,  60, 
61. 

Mrs.  Isral,  61. 

W[illia]m.  60,  61. 

Mrs.  W'[illia]m,  61. 

Shepard,  Mr.  - , 

179. 

Sherman,  - ,  356. 

Josiah,  355. 

!Mrs.  Josiah.  355. 

Rebecca,  356. 

Rebecca  P.,  355, 

356. 

Roger,  355. 

Shillaber,  Shillow- 
bear,  Benjamin, 
89. 

Robert,  372. 

W[illia]m,  188, 
368. 

Shorey,  Margaret  L., 
65. 

Short. - .  321,  323. 

Shurtleflf.  H.  R..  208. 

W[illia]m,  58. 

Shute,  - ,  347. 

Sibley, - ,  212. 

•Joseph,  187. 

Silsbee,  Georgiana, 
132. 

Silver,  Mr.  -  de, 

273,  278,  286. 

Simond,  R.  J.,  7. 

Simons,  Simeons,  — , 
54. 

Mr.  - ,  146. 

Simpson,  - ,  100. 

Skelton,  Mr. - ,  4. 

Samuel,  4. 

Slapp,  Jo[h]n,  60, 
62. 

Small,  Smalls,  - , 

189. 

Hanna[h],  64,  368. 

Sam[ue]ll,  368. 

Stephen,  44,  52,  60- 
62. 

Mrs.  Steu’n,  61. 
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Smibert,  - ,  97, 

John,  97. 
Nathaniel,  97. 

Smith, - ,  174,  247, 

330. 

Capt.  - ,  101. 

Mr.  - ,  68,  136, 

324. 

Mrs. - ,  108,  109, 

125. 

Albert,  247. 
Bartholomew,  92. 
Daniel,  389. 
Hannah  C.,  328, 

330. 

John,  62,  68,  90, 
101,  155. 

Naomi  D.,  247. 
Phineas,  355. 
Richard,  67. 
Samuel,  30,  94. 
Sarah  W.,  92. 
Susan,  76. 
Susannah,  76. 

T.,  327. 

Thomas,  322,  324, 
332. 

Thomas  C.,  322. 
Mrs.  Vale,  107. 
William,  330. 
Southwick  South- 

rick,  Miss  - , 

281. 

Benja[min],  188. 
Elizabeth  K.,  302. 
Hanna,  64. 

Jo[h]n,  60,  61. 

Mrs.  Jo[h]n,  61. 
John  A.,  302. 

Mary  A.,  269,  302. 
Spafford  see  Spof- 
ford. 

Sparhawk,  John,  345. 
Sparks,  Jared,  217. 
Spencer,  Eleanor,  78. 
Mary  G.  H.,  78. 
Mary  S.,  78. 
Wriilia]m,  78. 
Spofford,  Spafford, 
Eleazar,  347. 
Harriet  P.,  331. 
Richard  S..  331. 

Spooner,  Mr.  - , 

394,  406. 


Sprague,  Richard  K., 
150. 

William  B.,  231. 
Squire,  Squires,  Mrs. 

- ,  219. 

Joseph,  219. 

Stacj-,  Stace,  - , 

181,  182,  335. 

Joseph,  356,  364, 

367,  368,370,  371. 
Samuel,  44,  181, 

182. 

Stanley,  Standly, 

Capt.  - ,  94. 

Timothy,  94. 
Staples,  William  R., 
235. 

Stark,  Starks,  - , 

231,  236,  255. 

James  H. - ,  214. 

Stearns,  Sterns,  Mr, 

- ,  358. 

Esther  J.,  358. 
James  W’.,  93. 
Josiah,  357-359. 

Sterrett,  Lt. - ,  32. 

Stevens,  Stephen 

- ,  355. 

Jonas,  355. 

Leslie,  258. 

Stevenson,  - ,  253. 

Hannah  G.,  253. 
Isabella,  253. 
Isabella  D.,  252. 
Matthew,  252. 
Robert  H.,  251. 
Thomas,  252. 
William,  252. 
Stewart  see  Stuart. 

Stiles,  Dr.  - ,  221. 

President  - , 

221. 

Ezra,  221. 

Stoddert,  - ,  320. 

Benjamin,  12,  14, 
15,  19. 

Stone, - ,  231. 

Mr.  - ,  57. 

Edwin  M.,  212,  231. 
Robert,  61,  62. 
Samuel,  44,  49,  50, 
52,  57,  59,  60,  62. 
Storey  see  Story. 
Storow,  Sarah,  256. 


Storr,  Storrs,  - , 

215. 

Justice  - ,  215. 

Justus  - ,  215. 

Story,  Storey,  Mr. 
- ,  117,  141, 

H.,  142. 

Horace,  147. 

John,  86. 

W[illia]m,  301. 

Slower,  - ,  227. 

Strand,  Paul,  208. 

Streeter,  Gilbert  L., 
17,  177. 

Strout,  Joseph,  71. 

Stuart,  Stew’art, 

Stowart,  - , 

174,  212,  214,215. 

Comm.  - ,  155. 

Mrs. - ,  122,  142, 

390. 

Gilbert,  212. 

Sturgis,  Mr.  - , 

120,  273,280,281, 

Mrs^.^^ - ,  277,  280, 

283,  285,  288. 

George,  284,  285. 

Sumner,  - ,  224. 

Capt.  - ,  394, 

395. 

Major  - ,  214. 

Increase,  224. 

Job.  214. 

William,  214. 

Surcouf,  - ,  381- 

383. 

Sutchclif,  Mr.  - , 

58. 

Sutton,  Capt.  - , 

103. 

Ebenezer,  103,  112. 

Elizabeth  L.,  112. 

Katherine  L.,  112. 

Sword,  Mr. - ,  389. 

Mrs. - ,  119,  134, 

141,  147,389,392. 

Sybley  see  Sibley. 

Sj’monds,  James,  43. 

John,  43. 

Taggart, - ,  247. 

Elizabeth  D.,  246. 

Margaret  D.,  247. 

Samuel,  246. 


Taggart  Thomas,  247. 

Tapley,  Harriet  S., 
95. 

Tappan,  Sally,  112. 

Tarbell,  Tarbal,  Tar- 
ball,  Tarble, 
Tarljol,  Tarbole, 
- ,  184. 

Cornelius,  59,  191. 

John,  55,  61,  184. 

Jonathan,  342,  343. 

Taylor,  Miss  - , 

230. 

Betsy,  246. 

N.,  230. 

Nathan,  359. 

Temple,  J.  H.,  225. 

Tew,  Thomas,  373. 

Thacher,  James,  231. 

Lydia  P.,  372. 

Thaxter,  Anna,  316. 

Elizabeth  D.,  310. 

John,  310. 

Thomas,  Isabella  S., 
253. 

Joshua,  253. 

Margaret,  253. 

Thompson,  Mr.  - , 

106. 

Thorndike,  Col. - , 

81. 

Mr.  - ,  81. 

Mrs.  - ,  82. 

Albert,  246,  247. 

Anna  D.,  82. 

Israel.  81,  82. 

Mrs.  Israel,  82. 

Tibbetts,  Tibets, 
Capt.  - ,  89. 

Henry,  89. 

Tiers,  Mr.  - ,  135. 

Mrs.  - ,  134. 

Tingly,  Capt.  - , 

155. 

Tinker,  James,  89. 

Tinker  &  Branscom, 
89. 

Titcomb,  Michael, 
150. 

Todd,  - ,  244,  255, 

256. 

Capt.  - ,  249. 

Alexander,  249. 

Andrew,  244,  255, 
256. 
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Todd,  Elizabeth,  248. 
Mrs.  James,  255. 
John,  246,  249. 
Letitia  D.,  249. 
Eachel,  242,  246- 
248,  251,255-257, 
Kachel  D.,  246. 
Rachel  N.,  244,  255, 
256. 

Tolit,  Isuk,  60. 
Tomkins,  Mary,  64. 
Nathaniel,  44,  61. 
Mrs.  Nath[aniel], 
61. 

Toner,  J.  M.,  215. 

Towne,  Mr. - ,  279, 

290. 

Edward,  277. 

Jacob,  67. 

Moses,  13. 

Penn,  48. 

Toussaint,  A.,  373. 
M.,  373. 

Trask,  Amos,  367. 

Mr.  - ,  57. 

Elias,  44. 

John,  44,  50,  52,  59, 
60. 

Sam[ue]ll,  53. 
William,  7. 

Treadwell,  Mrs. - , 

408. 

Charles,  89. 

John,  13,  151. 

Trela^^’ny,  - ,  376, 

385,  386. 

Edward,  385. 

Tripp,  - ,  37. 

Trollope,  Mrs.  - , 

299. 

Tucker,  - ,  339, 

340. 

Capt. - ,  169. 

Andrew,  339,  340. 
Daniel  F.,  67. 
George,  339,  340. 
Nicholas,  339,  340. 
Nichols,  339. 

Roger,  339,  340. 

Tuckerman,  Dr. - , 

132. 

Tufts  &  Chamber- 
lain,  93. 

Tweesdale,  Marquis 
- ,  118. 
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Twist,  Twest,  Peter, 
60-62. 

Mrs.  Peter,  61. 
Samuel,  59. 

ITpham,  Major  - , 

221. 

Joshua,  221. 

Upton,  - ,  362. 

Edmund,  13. 

James,  362. 

John,  371. 

Timothy,  196. 
Upton  &  Porter,  13. 

Van  Basil,  Mr.  - , 

125. 

Mrs. - ,  118,  125. 

Very,  Verry,  W[i]d- 

[ow]  - ,  61. 

Benjamin,  44,  52, 
53,  59,  60. 
Elizabeth,  64. 
Jemima,  64. 
Jo[hln,  60. 
Sam[ue]l,  13. 
Vesey,  Mrs. - ,  404. 

Vessels ; 

Abigail  (sch.),l,2, 

74,  91. 

Acosta  (frigate), 
159. 

Adams  (frigate), 
32,  37. 

Adventure  (sch.), 

75,  92. 

Agawam  (sch.), 
67. 

Akbar,  140,  393. 
Alciope,  385. 

Alert  (sloop),  158, 
159. 

Alice  (brig),  74. 
American  Eagle, 
309. 

Amherst,  292. 

Ann  (brig),  96. 
Ann  (sch.),  79. 
Ann  Maria.  132. 
Arcatus,  123. 
Areatus,  300. 
Armenia,  383. 
Arrogant,  26. 
Atlantic,  163. 
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Vessels :  Vessels :  Vessels : 


Atlantic  (whale 
ship),  173, 

Atquetnet,  116, 

120. 

Attenamak,  28. 

Banca,  278. 

Barclay  (whale 
ship),  163,  173. 

Betsey  (sch.),  74, 
89. 

Black  Warrior,  96. 

Boston  (frigate ) , 
32. 

Cabot  (ship),  262, 
267. 

Carlotta  (steam¬ 
er),  110. 

Catherine  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Charles  (sch.),  67. 

Cherlton  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Cherub  (sloop), 
169-172. 

Chesapeake  (fri¬ 
gate),  32,  33,  37. 

Chicora,  409. 

China,  28. 

Clarisse,  381. 

Cleopatra,  378. 

Cleopatra  Barge, 
66-69,  90,  95. 

Columbus  (U.  S. 
ship),  147. 

Concordia  (brig), 
262. 

Congress  (fri¬ 
gate),  21-24,  29, 
32,  38,  39. 

Constant  (ship), 
287. 

Constellation  (fri¬ 
gate),  9,  32,  37, 
38. 

Constitution,  155. 

Constitution  (fri¬ 
gate),  9,  25,  32, 
40. 

Constitution  (U. 
S.  ship),  123. 

Corsair  (steamer), 
403,  406. 

Cuba  (brig),  71. 

Daniel,  303. 


Dart  (sch.),  117. 
Delaware,  (brig), 
29,  263. 

Despatch,  384. 
Dorcas  (ship), 

112. 

Dorothy  (bark), 
388. 

Dorothy  (ship), 

303-305. 

Douglas,  147  394- 
399,  401. 

E.  P.  Shaw 
(steamer),  100. 
Edith  (steamer), 
146,  149. 

Edward  Bonadven- 
ture,  96. 

Elisabeth  (ship), 

112. 

Elizabeth  (sch.), 

75,  89,  173. 
Endeavour,  89. 
Enterprise  (sch.), 

32,  33,  37. 
Enterprize  (sch.), 
112. 

Erin,  89. 

Essex  (frigate),  9, 
10,  12,  13,  15-40, 
155-164,  168-177. 
Essex  Junior,  163, 
166,  168,  169, 172. 
Farwell,  286. 
Farwell  (ship), 
279. 

Favorite  (sch.), 

76,  82,  89. 

Four  Sisters 

(sch.),  68. 
Friends  (ship), 
112. 

General  Green 
(frigate),  32. 
Gen  [era  ]1  Pike, 
265. 

Geneva  (ship), 
149,  269,  270,277, 
279,  282-284,288, 
289,  291,  292,  295. 
George  Washing¬ 
ton,  306. 

Georgiana  (whale 
ship),  173. 


Georgianna,  163. 

Gibralta  (ship), 
266. 

Girard,  266. 

Grand  Turk,  375, 
376. 

Grand  Turk 

(ship),  33. 

Greenwich  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Hamlet,  120. 

Hannah  and  Eliza¬ 
beth,  309. 

Harmin,  26. 

Heber,  149. 

Hector  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Helen  Augusta 
(ship),  408. 

Henry  (brig),  67. 

Hercules,  70. 

Hope  (brig),  33, 
34. 

Horatio,  139. 

Hornet,  160. 

Houqua,  403. 

Huntress,  116,  145. 

Inca,  149. 

Isabella  Pomada 
(ship),  301. 

J.  S.  Coster,  120. 

John  Adams  (fri¬ 
gate),  32,  37. 

Juno  (sloop),  88. 

Lady  Mary  Wood 
(steamer),  144. 

Lady  Washington, 
79. 

Lancaster  (ship), 
25. 

Lenox,  303. 

Lidia  (sloop),  67. 

Lighthorse,  376. 

Lill,  294. 

Loochoo,  301. 

Louisa,  381. 

Lucas,  393. 

Luke,  400. 

Lyl,  303  . 

^Nlartha  (ship),  34. 

Massachusetts 
(steamboat),  82. 

Medora,  301,  390. 

Mercury,  381. 
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Vessels : 

Merejda  (sch.), 
162. 

Mermaid,  282,  284, 
285,  291,293,300. 

Midas,  116,  128, 

141. 

Midas  (steamer), 
149. 

Mindora,  281,  300. 

Minerva,  158. 

Monarch  (H.M.S.), 
258. 

Montauk,  131,  135, 
136,  147,  403. 

Montezumas 

(whale  ship), 
173. 

Morgan,  75. 

Nancv  Thorndike, 
79." 

Natchez,  145,  389, 
390. 

Navigator,  114. 

Nereyda  (sch.), 
173. 

New  York  (fri¬ 
gate),  32,  37. 

New  Zealander 
(whale  ship), 
173. 

Nockton  (brig), 
173. 

Ocean,  386. 

Oneida,  299. 

Orient  (French 
ship),  299. 

Orpheus  (frigate), 
26. 

Packett  (sloop), 
67,  87. 

Paladum,  93. 

Palinure  (barque), 
265. 

Palladium.  93. 

Panama,  403. 

Panama  (ship), 
115,  116,  119. 

Paragon,  94. 

Parrygon,  94. 

Patriot,  72. 

Paul  .Tones,  301, 
389,  390. 

Petrel,  94. 


Vessels : 

Philadelphia  (fri¬ 
gate),  32,  36-38, 
40. 

Phoebe,  169-172. 

Pocahontas 

(brig),  106-109. 

Policy  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Polly  (sloop),  89. 

Pomona  (ship), 
105. 

Preciosa  (barque), 
290. 

President  (brig), 
84. 

President  (fri¬ 
gate),  32,  33,  37, 
38. 

President  (sch.), 
73,  80,  84. 

Eainbow,  129-131, 
301,  403. 

Rajah.  280. 

Rapid  (sch.).  91. 

Rattlesnake  (sloop 
of  war),  25. 

Ringdove,  159. 

Rebecca  (sch.), 
91. 

Reindeer  (sch.), 
67. 

Rose  (whale  ship), 
173. 

Sally  (sch.),  87, 

95. 

Samarang  (man 
of  war),  291. 

Sappho,  131,  140. 

Seringapatam 
(whale  ship), 
173. 

Shannon 
gate),  159. 

Sir  Andrew  Ham- 
mon  (whale 
ship),  173. 

Siren.  39. 

Smallwood,  29. 

Spy  (sch.),  96. 

Strabo,  401,  409. 

Streng  (sch.),  73. 

Strong  (sch.),  73. 

Sukey  (brig),  112. 


Vessels : 

Sukey  (sch.),  79, 
87. 

Swan  (sch.),  82. 

Sylph,  140. 

Sj’ren  (sch.),  77. 

T.  Perkins  (ship), 
279,  281. 

T.  W.  Seer  (pack¬ 
et),  398. 

Tagas,  169. 

Ten  Brothers,  112. 

Thetis  (brig),  262. 

Thomas  Perkins, 
286. 

Three  Sisters,  376, 

Tiger  (sch.),  67. 

Union,  70-72,  82, 

87,  378. 

United  States 

(frigate),  32. 

Vesta  (steamer), 
405. 

Washington  (pri¬ 
vateer),  112. 

Wenham  (sch.), 

69,  74,  89. 

William  (sch.),  78, 
91. 

Wissahickon,  138. 

Xebeck,  36. 

Zebec.  34-36. 

Zebulon  (sch.), 
84. 

Zenobia,  393. 

Victoria  (Queen), 
258. 

Vincent,  Joseph,  13. 

Vinton,  Mr.  - , 

407. 

Vorse,  Asa,  348. 


208. 

Charles  A.,  208. 

Wainwood, - ,  240. 

Mr. - ,  240. 

Wait.  Phin[eas], 

347. 

Wait  &  Pierce,  13. 
Walden,  John,  44. 
Waldo,  Jona[than], 
14. 


(fri-  'W’agner,  Mr.  - , 
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Wales, - ,  82. 

John,  82,  91. 

Wallace,  Wallis, 
Walls,  Deacon 
- ,  81. 

Caleb,  81. 

Eleazer,  81. 

Hannah  W-,  81. 

Hezekiah,  78. 

Janies,  20. 

Lydia  C.,  78. 

Nancy,  78. 

Rebecca  G.,  81. 

Walton,  Timothy, 
152. 

Ward,  Mrs. - ,  307. 

Artemas,  151. 

George  C.,  302. 

Joshua,  13. 

Mary  A.  S.,  302. 

Nancy  J.,  355. 

Samuel,  20. 

Samuel  C.,  90. 

Theodora  V.  W., 
306. 

William,  13. 

Ware  , - ,  267. 

Warner,  - ,  255. 

Washington,  Gen. 

- ,  150,  153, 

356. 

George.  10,  107. 

William,  153. 

Wasson,  Isabella, 
251. 

Waters,  Water, 

Wators, - ,  59, 

189. 

Capt.  - ,  13-17, 

19,  22,  175. 

W[i]d[ow]  - , 

61. 

Elizabeth,  64. 

Harriet  R.,  95. 

John,  44,  50,  54, 
59,  60,  187,  189. 

Mrs.  Jo[h]n,  60. 

Joseph,  14. 

Nath[anie]l,  44, 
61. 

Mrs.  Nat[haniel], 
61. 

Richard,  44,  52,  53, 
61,  64. 

Mrs.  Richard,  61. 


Waters,Richard  P.,96. 

Sarah,  64. 

Watkins,  Lura  W., 
98. 

Watson,  Dr.  - , 

389,  392,394,404. 

Paul  B.,  177. 

Watts,  Capt.  - , 

112. 

Weatherwise,  - , 

213,  226. 

Webb,  Benja[min], 
13. 

F.,  408. 

Joseph,  295. 

Michael,  13. 

Stephen,  13. 

Tho[ma]s,  13,  20. 

Webster,  - ,  219, 

279. 

Weis,  Frederick  L., 
239. 

Wellman,  Timothy, 
13. 

Wells,  Daniel,  247, 

Fred  P.,  250. 

John,  23. 

Mary  D.,  247. 

Wentworth,  Gov.  — , 
244,  248. 

Wescott,  Allan,  177. 

West,  Capt.  - , 

163. 

Mr.  - ,  119,  397. 

Benj[amin],  13, 

Ebenezer,  375. 

Nath[anie]l,  14, 
70. 

Weston,  Mr.  - , 

141. 

Wetmore,  - ,  131, 

232,  305. 

Mr.  - ,  125,  127, 

134-137,  139,147, 
269,  282,  389. 

Catherine  P.,  232. 

James  C.,  232. 

Samuel,  135. 

W[illia]m,  142, 

232. 

Wetmore  Co.,  118. 

Wetmore  &  Co.,  133, 
135,  269. 

Wetmore  &  Lunn, 

125. 


Wheelwright,  E., 
324, 

George,  317. 

Mary  C.,  317, 

William,  330. 

White,  Wite,  - , 

168,  187. 

Parson  - ,  334. 

Robert,  168. 

Stephen,  86. 

Stephen  &  Co.,  67. 

Whitehill,  Mr.  - , 

306. 

Walter  M.,  306. 

Whiteing,  Mr.  - , 

57. 

Whittemore,  Whit¬ 
more,  Whitti- 
more, - ,  182. 

Nath[aniel],  43. 

Sam[ue]l,  182. 

William  H.,  229. 

Whittredge,  Thomas, 
367. 

MTiittredge  &  Green, 
69,  71. 

Wilkes,  Comm.  - , 

166. 

Willey,  - ,  246, 

248,  256. 

Williams,  Samuel  W., 
405. 

Thomas,  15. 

Willoughby,  Fran¬ 
cis,  45. 

Wilson,  Willson,  Mr. 
- ,  62. 

Isuck,  62. 

R.,  151. 

Robert,  44,  50,  54, 
60,  62,  180,  354. 

Wilt,  - ,  381. 

Winslow,  - ,  212, 

213,  228. 

Winthrop, - ,  5. 

Gov.  - ,  5,  6. 

John,  4-6, 

Zerubbabel,  6. 

Withington,  Mr.  — , 
319,  323,  325. 

Parson  - ,  324. 

Leonard,  323, 

Wite  see  White. 

Wolcott,  Josiah,  46. 
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Wolcott,  Mrs.  Sam¬ 
uel  H.,  252. 

Wolfe,  - ,  309. 

Woodbury,  Wood- 
berry,  Woodby, 

- ,  87. 

Anna,  91. 

F.,  74. 


Woodbury,  Freeborn, 
74,  82,  87. 
Hannah,  72,  81. 
Jacob,  72. 

Mark,  79. 

Sarah,  92. 

Stephen,  74. 
Zebulon,  73,  84. 


r 


Woodman,  Daniel, 
23. 

Young,  John,  331. 
William,  331. 

Zacate,  Mr.  - , 

290. 


